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(Editor's note This is the conclusion of Susan's articlefrom our last 
issue, in which she described the shipboard conference/cruise from St 
Petersburg to Moscow between the 12th and 23rd ofJuntt) 

The curtains were closed in the St. Petersburg cruiser's "musi-
cal saloon" when our conference group met. Had they been open, 
each of us would have been distracted by the brilliant sky and clouds, 
and the quays of the Moscow River. On the day of the ship's 
departure from Moscow on June 14th4 conference participants 
joined in the "saloon" to hear speeches from an illustrious panel. 

Nicolaus Tideman, who has been in Russia enough to know 
the prevailing mood there, spoke first about the potential of public 
collection of rent in Russia. Few would be surprised by Nic's 
statement, "Nearly everyone agrees that things have to change in 
Russia." But we Americans may not realize that, "There is among 
Russians a strong identification with the idea that land inherently 
belongs to everyone." 

Nic reminded his listen- 
ers that this burgeoning aware- 
ness is going to come, if at all, 	 : 
from the grassroots, and "is 
not going to be met with a 
single decision." His strategy 
in Russia stems from this 
knowledge. "There are city offi- 
cials all around Russia that 
now understand the ideas to a 
significant degree; there are 	Tamara Cbisyakova and Kemer 

0 	 Norkin aboard the cruise ship 
legislators in the Duma; there 	"St Petersburg" 
are professors in research insti- 
tutions. That is what makes me feel that I should continue to 
promote public collection of rent in Russia." 

Kemer Norkin, General Director of the Moscow Mayor's 
office, gauged Moscow's readiness to reform its taxation system. 
He said, "I, myself, am absolutely for the ideas of Henry George, 
but some of the ideas are vulnerable. The ideas.., will work full-scale 
only when we would make a transition from [a] taxation system 
as it is now to the rent system." 

Vladimir Tikhomizov of the Henry George Association of 
Moscow succeeded Nic and Kerner. He reported on the tens of 
thousands of copies of Russian Progress and Poverty and Protection or 
Free Trade that have been published by the Henry George Association 
of Moscow. He also promised a seminar at Moscow University at 
which students will be taught Georgist economics. 

During the cruise up the Volga River, I became involved in the 
translation of the letter, entitled "Is Russia . Read to Accept the 
Theories of Henry George?" At the behest of Ecograd Director 
Tanya Roshkoshnaya, I gladly assisted her, and Michael Horsman, 
our friend from Ireland, in the translation. (The letter appears, with 
commenaay by Nic Tideman, on pp. 4-5 - LD) While this letter, which 
was sharply critical of Henry George's ideas, was largely inaccurate, 
it was the consternation of its writers that excited me, Michael, and 
Tanya, knowing this document would be read (continued on backpage) 
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internationally. My favorite quote, which 
Michael and I thought carried more weight 
than any other, was "Land tax is attractive 
by its simplicity.., it is very important to 
examine the proposed program thoroughly 
before the final decision about its practical 
implementation in Russia is made." At 
first, we considered this to be merely a 
rhetorical flourish —but after hearing from 
Russian participants later in the conference, 
our excitement increased as we realized that 
the authors had meant what they said about 
widespread support for George's ideas! 

By night, our meeting room served 
as a disco, complete with a dance floor, 
loud music, and flashing neon lights. By 
day, the room simmered with ideas and 
information. Galina Stepanova, chair-
person of the land committee of Kingisepp, 
a subregion of St. Petersburg, detailed the 
geography and economics of her district. 
She reported on the taxation office, noting 
that they are able, for the most part, to 
collect land taxes, but that it is difficult to 
force the enterprises (businesses) to pay on 
their leases. She said that although paying 
for the land is not seen as particularly 
burdensome, people still don't want to pay. 
Galina admitted, "I feel like Jam two people 
- one person who understands Henry 
George and the importance of collecting 
land rent - and the other person who [must 
make a living as] a civil servant." 

Another female speaker, Galina 
Kubasova, serves as deputy mayor of her 
town, Kostomuksha in the republic of 
Karelia. She said her city is very young —ten 
years old - and that is why they do not have 
the problems reported by other speakers. 
She added, "Ecograd got us to participate in 
the land rent program, and we saw this as a 
safety belt. Officials of the city support us 
at all levels and they are ready to help us with 
programs connected with land rent." From 
Kostomuksha's chief architect, Sergey 
Leushev, we heard about land rent for city 
development. Fred Harrison met with the 
Mayoralty and assisted in data collection. 
Sergey said, "we have started to lease our 
land.., we already feel some results.., bit by 
bit we are going to achieve our aim." 

In a final presentation to our confer-
ence group, Tamara Chistakova of Ecograd 
spoke on the Center's work in St. Petersburg 
in a report entitled, "The Complex Eco-
nomic Assessment of Territory." Tamara 
detailed the assessment methodology that 
Ecograd uses. Responding to Irene 
Hickman's question, "Does it (Ecograd's 
assessment) include housing and what is 
needed?" Tamara answered with a resound- 

ing, "Da," She continued, "We analyze the 
plans that exist and make corrections from 
the point of view of what is better for a 
certain area. We define the degree of harm 
which taxes are doing to this particular area, 
and we fight against it." 

Irene expressed heartfelt gratitude at 
her news, and that seemed to exemplify our 
iesponses to all the positive reports we'd 
heard from the Russian speakers. It was 
wonderfully exhilarating to cruise, as we 
did, from town to town, optimistic in the 
knowledge that each would be a new adven-
ture. Yes, we knew it would be a long hard 
pull - but in that heady, lovely Russian 
setting, the promise of Georgist economics 
in Russia seemed as certain as our camara-
derie was joyous. 


