Land and the Ecologists

A CHALLENGE by Dr. Schu-
macher in a recent special
Land issue of Resurgence to sug-
gest a better scheme than the one
he puts forward to abolish land
speculation, has been taken up by
Shirley-Anne Hardy. In a paper*
published by her, Mrs. Hardy de-
plores the singling out by Dr. Schu-
macher, of speculation in land as
a target for attack while leaving
the larger issue of our whole land
tenure system unchallenged.

Although Henry George is men-
tioned by Dr. Schumacher, says
Mrs. Hardy, it is as though George
was himself concerned only with
the “injustice of land speculation”
and his name is coupled with Karl
Marx “with no suggestion at all
that there is any important dif-
ference between their teachings
on the land question, whereas, of
course, the difference is vital and
fundamental.”

Dr. Schumacher is led into error
and omission, suggests Mrs. Hardy,
by failing to distinguish between
land and capital.

Dr. Schumacher's plan for a
form of land price control and
betterment levy is dismissed and
Mrs. Hardy takes the opportunity
of developing the theme of land

reform for the benefit of ecologists
and conservationists for whom
Dr. Schumacher is a prominent
and popular spokesman.

Out on a Strong Limb

'THE alleged choice this country
has to make between con-
tinued inflation and general un-
employment is an unreal one; both
are as unnecessary as they are un-
acceptable. A third choice exists
that in the long run will outlaw
both, and in the process establish
equity among men with advancing
prosperity but without paternalis-
tic socialism.
This is the substance of a mod-
*Land and Dr. Shumacher: Some Obser-
vations on the “Land” Issue of Resur-

gence, Sept./Oct. 1974, Free on applica-
tion from Land & Liberty.
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est sixteen-page booklet* by Edgar
Buck which carries the discussion
on inflation and unemployment be-
yond the usual bounds - with
ample justification and with
admirable clarity.

As the author will readily con-
cede, this booklet does not go
much beyond the exposition of
basic principles (as the title he has
chosen indicates) but he starts a
train of thought well worth fol-
lowing. ,

Beginning with an analysis of
the economic factors instrumental
in the production of wealth, he
analyses the distribution of wealth
under natural economic law (not
man’s) and indicates the econo-
mic and social factors which give
rise to that most unnatural of all
modern economic phenomena -
involuntary unemployment and in-
dustrial depression.

He continues with a brief look
at the genesis of inflation - an
exclusively monetary phenomenon
in origin - and with his appendices
binds his threads of thought into
an anatomy that the keen reader
can put his own flesh upon.

Same Old Pattern

From a correspondent writing
from the sea-coast town of Doha
in Qatar in the Persian Gulf.

all intents and purposes, this

place is just semi-desert with
a few clumps of low branches or
trees. Before the oil boom its only
industry was fishing (including
pearl fishing). However, the com-
ing of the oil extraction industry
has transformed the previously
worthless land and it is now worth
enormous sums.

As one drives through the appar-
ently featureless desert, one can
see little clumps of stones or
breezeblocks put down to mark
the site where someone, alive to
its potentialities, has put his mark
on a piece of land with a view to
development.

The oil boom has brought people
to Qatar and people need houses
and houses need land, and rents
are astronomical |

It is really a textbook example
of the way the land value reflects
the community’s needs and the
price they are likely to pay for
access to land.

* The Anatomy of Industrial Depressions

available from Land & Liberty 20p in-
cluding postage.

ANDREW MACLAREN

E REGRET to report the

death of Mr. Andrew Mac-
laren, after a short illness. He was
91 and active in his varied inter-
ests and in his propagating and
teaching of the philosophy and
economics of Henry George, right
up to his last days.

The background of his early life
was music and painting to which
were later added the skills of
writing, oratory and cartooning.

It was a reading and studying
of Henry George's classic Progress
and Poverty that led him into the
political field where he made great
use of his talents for speaking and
writing in the cause of the taxa-
tion of land values.

He was Labour MP for Burslem,
Stoke-on-Trent, twice in the twen-
ties and also from 1935 to 1945 -
a total of eighteen years.

His strong idealism and convic-
tions were the basis of his stern,
uncompromising attitude to poli-
tical palliatives and in his devotion
to his ideals he spared neither his
enemies nor his friends.

Basically a liberal, he saw the
dangerous political drift towards
state paternalism in 1945 and re-
signed the Labour whip and lost
his seat to an official Labour Party
candidate.

Before the second world war,
Mr. Maclaren was associated with
the United Committee for the
Taxation of Land Values in propa-
ganda projects and many of his
articles and speeches were printed
in LAND & LIBERTY.

He was well known for his ready
wit, or for his sharp tongue as
some on the receiving end would
have preferred to have described
it, but his political integrity was
never questioned and his faith
never shaken.

GABRIEL STAMPFER
WE sadly report the death of

Gabriel Stampfer of Grenoble
whose jovial figure graced many
International Conferences. Though
unconventional in his correspon-
dence and business methods he
was most hospitable and generous.
Not cut out for leadership or poli-
tical organisation, he none-the-less
made his mark as an advocate of
Henry George's philosophy with
all whom he met.

To his daughter we offer our

sincere condolences.
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