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Lording it over the
rites of nature

IF WE cannot save the skylark in the fields of England, the
global crisis associated with the environment is hopeless.

The British government has decided to pay £200 an acre to
farmers who agree to leave their land uncultivated. Or: they
will be paid £8 an acre for using fewer chemical weed killers.
This is the deal for saving the skylark.

Who has the right to kill skylarks? Farmers, evidently, are
entitled to threaten wildlife with impunity. By paying them rent
to desist the community acknowledges that they are the
proprietors of that wildlife, and that the rest of us have to pay
ransom to save the skylark from extinction.

This is the philosophy that environmental activists condone,
and which they employ in their struggle with governments to
formulate a strategy for protecting the environment.

This is the philosophy which will defeat the objective:
altering mankind’s relationship with nature.

This is the philosophy which undermines the aspiration to
create a sustainable social lifestyle.

Farmers who kill wildlife should pay compensation for the
privilege. They should pay rent for the right to kill on the land
they occupy. They should pay a heavy tax for the use of
pesticides which poison the environment.

The natural environment is abused because the users of land
and natural resources have been allowed to nurture a
psychology of ownership without responsibility.

But society is also culpable. Through the failure of collective
political responsibilities, we have shown ourselves to be
derelict in our obligations to the living environment. By default,
we have conspired with the Lords of Life.

The British government regards its policy towards the
skylark as an experiment which is supposed to influence the
Common Agricultural Policy. It has embarked on a programme
with flaws in the philosophy.

A new ethic is required. One that respects property rights.
But rights that have to be modulated, so that they are
consistent with justice and with life itself. The fate of the

skylark is symbolic. The outcome will also determine whether
we respect ourselves, as human beings.

But the PUBLIC debate has barely begun.
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