true crown. All these possibilities and many others are
there to be discussed, but all suffer from the same defect
that it is man, not they, who thinks, judges and passes
sentence. His gift for freedom has brought him so far;
it is hard to think it will not bring him to a final and
good end.

PATTERN
FOR
REALITY

IF THE OUTLOOK described in the preceding pages

appears somewhat dark, the reader is warned not to
be unduly pessimistic, and above all, not to ask too much.
The point of view advanced is not rosy, it is true, and
it even suggests that the world may get worse before it
gets better, but it does so in no other interest than that
of the truth, which is, after all, the final criterion. The
truth gives the world a meaning, and out of that mean-
ing, hope for humanity may arise.

Stated more philosophically, the matter is simply this.
There are running through the whole of reality two sorts
of existence corresponding to the logical ideas of univer-
sals and particulars, and these two levels never exist apart.
What their existence or their relation to each other may
be on the level of physical science we do not know, and
as regards its significance for man, we do not greatly
care. On the other hand, the co-existence of these levels
in the human (and perhaps animal) sphere is of the ut-
most importance for man, and contains the key to a large
part of human vicissitude.

Now through the multiplicity of particulars which con-
stitutes the world of nature, there runs a series of con-
nections between universals, known in scientific parlance
as “the laws of nature,” which happen to be of the great-
est use to mankind. We cannot prove this logically — we
merely induce it from our experiences — but in practice
it makes all the difference to human life. The old adage
to follow nature means in this sense to pick out nature’s
laws or uniformities or universals and to apply them in
our social and economic life. The result will be, as ex-
perience shows, a general harmony in the res humanae.

Now in practice, although it is possible for the indi-
vidual to know and not to do, it is not possible for
society; and whatever society as a whole knows, it always
does. When only a few people knew that slavery was
wrong, and society as a whole accepted it, it went on.
When most people saw it was wrong, it stopped — not
before. The transition from the first of these states to the
second is, of course, a long and possibly painful process.
But it does happen in the course of human events. Uni-
versals when seen universally are always put into practice.
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The fight to perceive and implement the universal pat-
tern is the major fight in the history of civilisation. It
follows that the acts of individuals only assume import-
ance when linked up with the potentially universal pattern,
and this implies, of course, that the acts of the first cor-
respond in some sense to reality. It means, further, that
no single man can change the course of history, and that
all apparent exceptions to this rule such as Julius Caesar,
Confucius, Mohammed, Kemal Ataturk, are apparent only.
Changes do occur, and new universal patterns do arise,
but only by virtue of long ages and many minds. Chattel
slavery, as one example of this, lasted some nine thous-
and years, and is perhaps not yet completely dead in ihe
minds of backward peoples. Again, the influence of Christ,
which has for many years been brought to bear on the
Western mind, has today probably less effect than it had
in the firsy three centuries of our era. But, as we now
see that it has hardly had time to prove itself — that it
has in fact hardly yet been tried — there is still hope for
the future.

Progress, then, is the slow discovery and application
of natural law, a process which may take thousands or
even millions of years. The “uniformities” we discover in
nature, and to which we give the name “law,” may be
erroncously formulated for purely subjective reasons, as
when Ptolemy thought the sun went round the earth and
was later corrected by Copernicus. They may start by
being correct and then become faulty through mere cos-
mic lapse of time; thus the “objective™ laws of the solar
system, such as Kepler's laws of planetary movement,
may change gradually as the cosmic dance draws to its
end. A formula might work well for a few million years,
only to reveal itself, after the lapse of a thousand mil-
lion, seriously divergent from the facts. A new formula
would then be devisced, adequate to the next milliard years,
and so on.

A similar but more intimate case is the law of nature
that makes men demand and produce food in order to
live, and which impels them to slaughter the lower ani-
mals in millions. The slow change in subjective feeling
on this matter, which already prevents men eating their
own kind (except on rare and exceptional occasions), may
well lead in the end to a completely vegetarian society
where the very idea of eating flesh becomes abhorrent. It
may be that the development may go even beyond that
and that a “universal” which forbids any “living” food
may be created, a suggestion on which I will refrain for
the moment from speculating. The world has a long way
to go vet, that is all.
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