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UGGESTIONS that information
about land values would be
difficult to collect is firmly refuted by
the wealth of data which is available
in West Germany.

@ All sales of building land are
reported to both the statistical office
of the relevant Lander authority. and
to the tax department.

The information is compiled system
atically, and particulars  recorded
include the location and size of the
plot. and the zoned land use and
density.

This makes it possible to analyse

LAND PRICE INDEX

Part 4:
GERMANY
® The Ring Deutscher Makler
{Association  of  German  Estate

Agents) publishes land price tables
from ume to ume. based on infor
mation supplied by its members.

Ihe survey covers a sample of
cities. and the statistics are broken

ere there’s a will . ..

three sources of information about
land prices. all derived from evidence
of recent transactions. This demon
strates that. given the will, informaton
about land prices can readily be
obtained and analysed.

RICE controls on land in
Germany  were  not  finally
abolished unul 1960: they were a

legacy of the Nazis. having been
introduced in 1936.

Since then, as evervwhere. the price
of building land in West Germany has
increased at a rate faster than all

price trends for various categories of

land.
The work 1is carried out at the
Federal Statistical Office. which. at

regular intervals, publishes tables
giving building land prices covering
the entire country. cily centre.

® An annual survev of building peripheral

land prices is conducted by the separately
Deutsche  Stadtetage. the  West land price tables
German association of city councils. ® The local
The survey relates to a selected

sample of cities. and makes use of

down according to the type of locaton
city. suburban and
areas  beng

in the resulting building

valuation
prepare land price tables on the basis
of purchase price information supplied

other costs.

This 1s attributed to the

propensity to  purchase land as

hedge

classified . dicia
land prices. Itis a familiar story.

boards Walter Seele’s *Land price incr
Republic of G
in Der Sachverstandige,

ederal

*The information for this article was drawn

usual
factors. such as urbamsation and a

i

unst inflation. In addition.
no fewer than 9m refugees had to be
resettled. with predictable effects on
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The TRED series:

University of Wisconsin Press/Committee on Taxation
Resources and Economic Development (TRED) series of
books based on periodic conferences

TRED-11 Land Value Taxation The Progress and Poverty

Centenary: Richard W. Lindholm, ed $15
TRED-10 Taxation of Urban Property in Less Developed
Countries: Roy W. Bahl, ed $12
TRED-9 Metropolitan Financing and Growth Manage
ment Policies: George F. Break. ed $15
TRED-8 Property Taxation. Land Use, and Public Policy
Arthur D. Lynn, Jr., ed $156
TRED-7 Property Taxation and the Finance of Education
Richard W. Lindholm, ed $15

TRED-6 Government Spending and Land Values: Public

Money and Private Gain: C. Lowell Harriss, ed $12.50
TRED-5 The Assessment of Land Value: Daniel M
Holland, ed. $17.50

Effect on Economic

TRED-4 Land and Building Taxes

Development: Arthur P. Becker: ed $15
TRED-3 The Property Tax and Its Administration: Arthur
D. Lynn, Jr., ed 15
TRED-2 Property Taxation — USA: Richard W. Lindholr

ed S6
TRED-1 Extractive Resources and Taxation: Mason

Gaffney, ed

——ROBERT SCHALKENBACH FOUNDATION

BOOKS:

Harry Gunnison Brown: Selected Articles — 32 journal
reprints covering all aspects of land value taxation over
50 years $12.50
Steven B. Cord: Catalyst/ excerpts from [Incentive
Taxation, edited by author, stressing legislative and fiscal
news $5.00
C. Lowell Harriss: The Property Tax and Local Finance
19 essays from a 1982 land policy conference, citing
both advantages and disadvantages of present tax, with
suggestions and concern for future $8.00
Aaron M. Sakolski: Land Tenure and Land Taxation in
America - historical survey from colonial times $2.00
Gilbert M. Tucker: The Self-Supporting City - illustrations
of how cities could save money instead of giving it

away $1.00
Percy R. Williams: The Pittsburgh Graded Tax Plan
legislative history of how the first major U.S. city adopted
land value taxation $0.50
Wylie Young: Antidote for Madness — demonstration of
how understanding the economic concept of the law of
rent, and its application, can restore balance between the
individual and the state $2.00

| @ A free catalogue, listing many other publications, may be obtained from the Foundation. Place orders by writing

to

Robert Schalkenbach Foundation,
. 5 East 44 Street,
New York, NY 10017.
Tel: 212-986-8684
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