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John Fiske. By Thomas Sergeant Perry. The Bea-
con Biographies. Small, Maynard & Co. Boston.
Sold by The Public Publishing Company, Chicago.
Price, 75 cents. Postage, b cents.

The various books known as the Beacon Bio-
graphies are, in the main, excellent little volumes
and unite in themselves three very desirable quali-
ties: notable subjects, well chosen authors, and a
due regard for the limited time at the disposal of
the average reader. We could not ask for a more
interesting character than John Fiske, and an hour
or two given to the reading of this small book is
sufficient to put one in possession of the main facts
concerning him. There i8 at times, however, a cer-
tain baldness of expression that leads us to wish for
a more perfect blending of thought and style, a lit-
tle more of that grace of utterance that character-
ized John Fiske’s writing. But overlooking this de-
fect, the reader will be given an epitome of a re-
markable life, and will find himself looking eagerly
for the fuller biography that is said to be in prepara-
tion.

Truly, John Fiske’s was a remarkable life, but
rather because of what he thought than in what he
did. The marvelous thing about him was his mind—
such a mind as is at once the admiration and the
despair of those less gifted and less persevering.
Something little less than omniscience seeming to
have been his goal, few men in our day have come
nearer to attaining it. What Bacon was in his age,
that was Fiske in ours.

As a child he was precoclous in the fullest sense
of that term, and what is equally remarkable, the
promise of thoge early years was never belled.
There was no retrogression, no moral or physical
deficiency, no eccentricity of genius to be accounted
for-and excused. His was an almost perfect instance
of that rare combination of sound mind and sound
body. Languages, classic and living, history, science,
music—all were his; and he evinced what is not
always a quality of the studious mind—an interest
in men and material things. Though not what would
be called a practical man, he was yet ever on the
alert for information, and no journey of his many
journeys but added some new fact or idea to his
already rich store. And this store was not a jum-
bled heap of facts without order or sequence, as is
so commonly the case with those possessing un-
usually retentive memories. His mind was essen-
tially orderly, systematic. In his early years it was
a pleasure for him to tabulate events and dates—
usually considered the dryest and most tedious of
mental operations; and one of the strong points in
his historical method of later years was the ease
with which he grouped events and marshaled his
facts.

His first important writings were philosophical,
but he will be best and most widely remembered
as a writer and lecturer on historical subjects. The
Carlylean method of building history upon the lives
of a few strong individuals had “had its day and
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ceased to be,” and Fiske was one of the first to re-
verse the old order. Evolution had taught him a
new method. “There are no life histories in his

volumes: the generation before him had given that SEN AT o R s o R G HU M’ s

picturesque work abundant attention.” Fiske con-
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There i8 no doubt that he gave a sensible direc-
tion to the writing of history and will be a model
for future historians; yet it cannot but be regretted e * . .
that he wrote history at the expemse of philosophy. 11.; is a collection of keen and searchmg
Our life and thought, it is true, are inextricably aphorisms that humorously present the atti-
woven with those of the past, and the study of tha;. tude of mind of the successful, competent and
past has its value; but philosophy has no age an . e s .. .
is a8 vital to-day as it was yesterday. But Fiske was practxc:al Pol}tlctan. The spirit of these epi
not free from the pressing and often dwarfing nec- grams is distilled knowledge of human nature
essity of writing for a living—and philosophy “doesn’t and its procedure, its aims, pretenses, thrift,
pay.” We notice that in his travels over the country selfishness and wisdom; and the form into
bet 1888 1893 he dellvered onl . R T

steen the Jear and y which this sense and satire is thrown, has the

14 lectures on philosophy to 527 on historical sub- i
Jects. brilliancy and flash of fine cut gems.’

But what he did write will remain as & monu- -
ment not less noble and enduring than the larger
mass of historical works. Who that has read the T“E PUBI.IC PUBL'S“ING COMPANY
two large volumes of Cosmic Philosophy but has
fu1t his borizon broadened, his thoughts directed and | First National Bank Building, CHICAGO
clarified and his mental grasp strengthened? In
this work he attempted to sum up the world’s knowl-
edge viewed in the light of the, at that time, recent
researches of Darwin and Spencer. He published
also four small volumes in which he set forth his,
philosophical and truly religlous views; while sev-
eral collections of essays give evidence of the vast
extent of his knowledge and the breadth of his
interests.

In all his books there is the same marvelous clear-
ness and charm, the same ease and wealth of learn-
ing. One is somehow reminded, by very contrast,
of Cowper praying to be defended “from the toil of
dropping buckets into empty wells, and growing old
in drawing nothing up.” John Fiske's intellectual
well seems bottomless and out of it the thinking
world has drank and been refreshed.

MARY HEATH LEE.
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The Triumph of Righteousness in High Places. By
Philip Loring Allen. Fleming H. Revell, New
York, Chicago, Toronto and London. Price $1.26
net.

This book consists of- brief 'recapitulations of
some of the recent political achievements of Presi-
dent Roosevelt, Senator LaFollette, District Attor-
ney Jerome, Governor Folk, Mayor Weaver, Mayor
Johnson and State Senator (N. J.) Colby. An ex-
cellent portrait accompanies each subject. The
essays are all commendatory and the author avoids
any attempt at criticism, seemingly contenting him-
self mainly with an enumeration of facts.

A unique Teature exhibited in these writings is




