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offenders. For almost without excep-
tion it is true that those who fill our
penitentiaries and die on our scaffolds
are among the disinherited of earth, who
have been stunted in body and mind by
the crimes of the law which presumes to
punish them.
The other night, after a torrid day, I
walked through a crowded section of
our city. It was that part of the city
under which the sewer mains pass
which connect with the slaughterhouse
region. The people swarmed the streets,
and up into their nostrils came a sick-
ening stench. The sewer belched its
nauseous. gases into their very faces.
Men and women were sprawled out on
the pavement like panting dogs, and
little children were sleeping near man-
holes which gagged me with their poi-
sonous vapors. Strangers to that region
have been known to sicken and vomit
on the street. By a mechanical device
which would cost the city a little money
the most of that stench eould be car-
ried away. But the city has no money.
Yet, before our very eyes, men who have
no visible means of support and whose
only occupation ig politics, are building
themselves mansions and amassing for-
tunes. OQur “best citizens,” without a
blush of shame, acknowledge this pub-
lic plunder, and yet, for the sake of fa-
vors which they hope to receive, they
hold their peacs.

Some hapless child whose only play-
ground has been over these belching
man-holes, whose road to virtue has
been made hard and whose road to vice
has been made easy by these predatory
politicians,—with abundant examples
before him of rascality rewarded and
honesty punished,somechild arises from
this human cesspool, and, less discreet
than his oppressors, commits some
crime which brings him to the peni-
tentiary, perhaps to the gallows. How
will you place responsibility for that
crime? Justice steps between that
youthful criminal and the state and
says: ‘Let him that is guiltless cast the
first stone.”

How much better it would be for the
state to set an example to the mob, by
going out of the hanging business alto-
gether, and deal with fts criminals as
Cain was dealt with! Establish a penal
colony. Not a despotism, but a democ-
racy. Give men free access to the earth.
Give them more liberty. Give them bet-
ter air. Give them greater opportuni-
ties. Merely require them to live apart
from the rest of society. Let them work
out their own salvation under freer con-
ditions, after the manner of Cain and his
descendants or the Australians.

The only objection to such a pro-

be willing, if necessary, to become crim-
inals in order to gain admission to such
a society. I would rather live under
free conditions among criminals than
with saints under a monopoly-ridden
government. With freedom, criminals
will become good; but without freedom
there is no salvation, even for saints.
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Now and then, sensational stories
about Hayti appear in the newspapers.
Sometimes people who are ignorant
even of the correct geographical posi-
tion of the island, think they can talk
with competency about the Haytiansand
their country; and, indeed, statements
from such a source are unworthy of at-
téention. But, unfortunately, it seems
that the strange inventions concerning
voodoo, “papa-loi,” etc., are beginning
to be taken in earnest by the best men
in' the United States. I have just read
in the May number of the North Amer-
ican Review what Mr.Colquhoun, writ-
ing on the future of the Negro, says
about Hayti. I am not at liberty to
discuss the Negro problem. That prob-
lem is for the American people a ques-
tion of political and social interest; and
it would not be proper for me to inter-
fere in such a controversy, nor have I
any desire to do so.

However, I cannot help noticing that
many a time Hayti is made a scape-goat
by men and newspapers who have a pur-
pose of their own to serve: hence all the
persistent and grotesque misrepresenta-
tions about a country which is strug-
gling hard for progress and liberty. Mr.
Colquhoun, whose good faith is cer-
tainly beyond question, must have been
misled by these misrepresentations when
he wrote that “Hayti has become a by-
word among the nations, and it is in-
controvertible that, with the removal of
white control, the Negroes have revert-
ed to a condition almost of savagery.”
In different words, this is the story
about Hayti which is told over and
over by sensational newspapers, viz.:
“Haytl is less civilized than it was a
hundred years ago; it is lapsing into
barbarism.” '

All lovers of truth would prefer sub-
stantial facts to such asseverations. Na-
tions, like individuals, have their honor,
their dignity to maintain; they must
have the right to ask their accusers for
proofs, when an attempt is made upon

To be a by-word among the nations,
Hayti must be, indeed, the worst coun-
try in the world. Whereas, any impar-
tial observer, anyone who will take the
trouble of thoroughly studying the peo-
ple, their customs and their government,
will reach but one conclusion: Haytiis
no worse than the other Central and
South American republics, and it is very
far from relapsing into barbarism.

To revert to a condition almost of
savagery, to relapse into barbarism, a
nation must be, at the time when the
charge is made, in a state of civilization
less advanced than formerly, it must
be going backward, instead of forward.
So, to ascertain whether, since the re-
moval of the white control, the Haytian
Negroes have or have not “reverted to
a condition almost of savagery,” onemust
necessarily compare their condition to-
day with their condition before the “re-
moval of the white control.” What was
the condition of the Haytian Negroes a
hundred years ago? They were slaves.
They were treated like beasts. They
were compelled to work like machinesin
the flelds. They could not read. They
could not write. They were not even good
artisans, because they were not allowed
to learn anything. The sanctity of their
homes was held at naught and pro-
faned; their daughters, their wives were
mere pastime for their white masters.
Their degradation was complete.

Such was the condition of the Haytian
Negroes under the white control; a con-
dition which will be found minutely de-

scribed in the many books written om
Santo-Domingo at the end of the eight-
eenth century or in the early days of
the nineteenth century.

It is needless to say that the condition
of the Haytian Negroes is quite differ-
ent now. When the Haytians pro-
claimed their independence, all the
Frenchmen were expelled from the
country. The factories, the rich plan-
tations, had been all destroyed during
the war. The Haytians found them-
selves in possession of a devastated land.
Besides, they agreed, in the first years of
their independence, while the country
was still in ashes, to pay a heavy in-
demnity to France. Hayti, being the
first country to abolish slavery, met at
the very beginning of its existence with
the ill-will of all the powerful nations
which were then slave-owners. These
nations did their best to strangle in its
cradle the young people whose entrance
into political life was the most ener-
getic refutation of absurd prejudices;
the new state was, in their opinion, a
bad example for ‘their subjects in Ja-
maica, Cuba, Guadeloupe.

So Hayti could not rely on any out-

gramme would be that thousands would

their good name.
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and educating its citizens, the major-
ity of whom were men who had just
emerged from slavery. The Haytians
had then to createall instrumentalitiesof
government and administration from
statesmen to policemen. Their detrac-
tors do not seem to have ever thought
of thedifficulties th'oy had to overcome.
On the contrary, they affect to believe
that my fellow-countrymen, to .show
their ability to govern themselves, ought
to behave like saints, and to be perfect
models of virtue; forgetting intention-
ally that some nations of the old world
are still struggling to reach the best
form of government, and are from time
to time subject to appalling scandals.
However, from the outset, the respon-
sibility of the Haytians was great; their
recognition of this responsibility helped
them to work out their destiny. Their
cities and towns have been rebuilt.
They cultivate, nowadays, their own
properties, for almost every inhabitant
of the island is a landowner. Now every
man is a man. The sons of the former
slaves are to-day lawyers, doctors, phy-
sicians, architects, engineers, sculptors,
chemists, skilled artisans, shrewd busi-
nes men, good laborers; some of them,
without being multi-millionaires, live on
large incomes. The Haytians operate
their own telegraph system; they con-
trol their own telephone system. They
build their railroads without external
help. Under the white control, there
was not even a decent primary school in
the island; to-day Hayti devotes almost
a sixth of its revenues to education. All
the schools are free, from the element-
ary ones to the highest. There are law
schools, a medicine and pharmacy
school, a school for electrical sciences,
even a painting school; and these are
open to all. Not satisfled with the
knowledge acquired at home, many
Haytians go to France to obtain still
higher or special instruction; they
achieve success in the French schools
of mines, of agriculture, of moral and
political sciences, etc.

Religion and education combine their
efforts for the moral advancement of the
mass of the people. Since 1860, there has
been a concordat with the holy see. The
pope has a diplomatic representative in
Hayti, a legate; and Hayti sends a min-
ister to the vatican, to say nothing of its
other legations abroad. There isatleast
one Catholic priest in every commune of
the republic. Almost all the priests are
European; and, after living in the clos-
est intimacy with people of all classes
on the island, they return to Europe in
their old age. Is il not strange that
not one of them has ever mentioned
voodoo or cannibalism as existing in
Hajyti? The same remark cdn be made

.

concerning the clergyman of the Pro-
testant faith. They must know the
country beiter than the traveler who
spends but a few days in Port-au-
Prince in quest of sensational
news for a book or a credulous newspa-
per. Yet none of them has until now
given an account of personal observa-
tion of voodoo or cannibalism there.
And, as Mr. Bassett, a former United
States minister to Hayti, properly said
in an article on the subject: “How is
it that the story is in general left to be
told by fleeting visitors, who never, or
at any rate very rarely, go among the
country people, and who know little or
nothing of their language?” The truth
is that voodoo and cannibalism do not
exist any more in Hayti than the “night
doctor” in Washington.

Personal safety is everywhere as-
sured; one can travel from one end of
the island to the other without trouble
or danger. Inthe remotest mountains, a
foreigner will find peaceful, kind-heart-
ed and hospitable men. There is no
race prejudice or hatred. Frenchmen
and Germans marry Haytian girls, and
many Haytians have white wives; all of
them have very happy homes.

In the light of these facts and condi-
tions, which may be easily verified, Hay-
tians may confidently appeal to the fair-
minded and intelligent reader to de-
cide whether the assertions so frequently
made, that they are relapsing into bar-
barism, and reverting to a condition al-
most of savagery, are worthy of cre-
dence, or are mereiy unjust and unsup-
portéd aspersions upon a people who
since their emancipation from whijte
control, have been striving, with suc-
cess commensurate with their opportu-
nities, to attain the practical ideals of
modern civilization.

Nine little shipyards, making lots of mon;

Morgan made a Combine—and then there
was but one! .

One big shipyard, Schwab behind the gun;

Haute Finance touched the fuse—and then
there was none!

—McCready Sykes, in Life,

The American Eagle edged over to-
ward the Russian Bear with real sorrow
in his blood-red eyes.

“I feel keenly the disgrace you have
brought upon modern civilization,” he
said, as he scratched the clothes off his
Filipino children and shook out the
change.

“It’s a beastly shame, you know, to
allow such outrages in your kingdom.
Have you no sense of shame?”

“None whatever,” said the Russian
Bear, curtly. “I am but fulfilling my
destiny.”

“Well,” said the Eagle, as he swooped
down on two colored men and put them

slowly out of their misery, “you might
at least be hypocritical about it and
preserve appearances.”—Tom Masson,
in Life.
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“GOD’S CHILDREN.” ,

“A Modern Allegory” is the descrip-
tive sub-title of this 113-page volume,
which bears the name, as author,
of James Allman (Chicago: Charles
H. Kerr & Co.), and is about on the
level, as a specimen of the allegorical
art, with the products of the American
Tract society of half a century ago. Itis
intended, however, to point a different
and in many respects a better moral.
Socialism is what it aims to inculcate,
but a socialism which, as socialism, is
out of date. Commonplace as the alle-
gory is, it presents nevertheless a faith-
ful picture of the paganistic piety and of
the incongruities of wealth and poverty
that appear in a great modern city.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

‘““The Travels of John Wryland; being an
account of his Journey to Tibet, of his
Founding a Kingdom on the Island of
Palti, and of his War Against the Ne-ar-
bians.” Allentown, Pa.: The Equitable
Publishing Co. To be reviewed.

—*"The Future of War, in Its Financial,
Economic and Political Relations.” By
Jean Block. Translated by R. C. Long,
and@ with a conversation with the author
by W. T. Stead and an introduction by
Edwin D, Mead. Published for the In-
ternational Union by Ginn & Co., Boston.
To be reviewed. A book that every reader
of The Public_should own.
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THE CLASSIC OF DEMOCRACY

Direct Legislation
By The People

TRANSLATED FROM THE PRENOCH OF

MARTIN RITTINCHAUSEN

This celebrated work, from the pen of
the immortal founder of the Referendum,
is now made accessible to English
readers. It is the book which led to the
establishment of the present form of leg-

islation in Switzerland. The eminent
Rittinghausen here lays down the prin-
ciples of Direct Legohtlon by the
people, showing it to be the only true
type of democratic overnment; all other
forms, and particularly the representa-
tive system, being shams. No social
reformer, no matter of what creed, can
fail to derive instruction from its pages.

Paper Cover, 15 cents. 8 coples, $1.00
$170.00 per 100 coples
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