Ackﬁowledgments

For me, it takes a village to raise a book. The staff of the Labor
Institute, with whom I have had the privilege to work for the past
several decades, provided incredible support. I'm deeply indebted
o Joe Anderson, Kathy Burris, Paul Renner, Sally Silvers, Rodrigo
Toscano, Jean Urano, and Jim Young for the time, space, encour-
agement, and insight they provided. Thanks also to Mark Dudzic,
Maureen Keegan, and Michael Merrill for their careful comments
on the draft. '

Also special thanks to Jim Frederick and Mike Gill of the
United Steelworkers, who have consistently encouraged me to
innovate and write. Joe Kiriaki, the executive director of the
Kenosha Teachers Association, also provided invaluable help
guiding me through the financial doings of Wisconsin, and prov-
ing again how hard good union reps work for justice each day.
And my thanks to David Schlein of the National Educational
Association, who encouraged me to spread this information to
teachers all across the country.

Much encouragement also came from my merry band of cous-
ins (and second cousins and cousins-in-law) who took the time -
to read drafts and egg me on. Many thanks to Jeff, Sandy, Chuck,
Diane, and Alejandro. And a special thanks to Norman and
Debbie for their comments and support, and for hosting so many
events that have kept our extended family together. My sister
Evelyn also inspired this work—as a professional journalist, she
has set a very high bar for integrity and accuracy toward which
the rest of us can only aspire.

I was lucky again to have the invaluable editorial help of Laura
McClure. Her combination of skill, politics, good cheer, and
encouragement is impossible to beat. You need a freelance editor?
Get her! 1 was also very fortunate again to enlist David Dembo
to provide research and editorial support. His deep commitment

vii



THE LOOTING OF AMERICA

to social justice shines through all hls efforts and helps light the
-way for books like this. ,

- The Chelsea Green Publishing staff is a joy to work with, start-
ing with the publisher, Margo Baldwin, and editorial director,
Joni Praded. When they decide to back a book, they go for it with
gusto. A special thanks to Jonathan Teller-Elsberg, who enthu-
siastically edited the final draft with me. His insight, meticulous
fact checking, and economic expertise have made this a much
better book. » '

Bill Lee, my agent, again put in much more time than he
should have. Maybe someday he’ll get paid back for all the help
he has provided. All I can offer now is my deepest appreciation
for his friendship and expertise. Jim Young, another good friend,
colleague, and neighbor also helped guide this book to its home.

[ owe him plenty.

"~ I'm also deeply indebted to the financial soccer dads in our
town who took the time to. educate this money-and-banking
ignoramus. They, too, care about this crisis and want to build a
better world for our kids.

And finally comes the heart of my v1llage-—Dr Sharon
Szymanski, my lifelong partner. As the one true economist of
the family, she provided a never-ending stream of articles, infor-
mation, and insight. But most importantly, her love makes all
of this happen. We’re blessed with two great kids; Chester and -
Lilah, who provide more encouragement than they ever will real-
ize. They are so much of the reason Sharon and I strive to build
- abetter world.

viii




