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THE TAXING OF UNOCCUPIED LAND IN
TOWN AND COUNTRY.

The proper way to rate unoccupied land is as part of a
general measure for the rating of all land values, and it
cannot otherwise be done effectively. To tax vacant sites
as such is neither practicable nor logical, and even if it were
the effect for good could not be great.

First, as to its practieableness, how are we to define “un-
occupied land?”  Is a valuable urban building site, which
is only used for some very inferior purpose such as a market
garden or woodyard, to be defined as ‘“‘unoccupied ?”
Surely not. But if not, then all such lands would escape
the tax only levied on vacant sites, notwithstanding the fact
that it is precisely such lands which must be pressed into
better use. Moreover, a tax on vacant sites alone would
not put an end to land speculation. It would only induce
owners of valuable vacant sites to put them to some inferior
make-believe use while the *“ripening” process was proceed-
ing. They would thus escape the tax, and the land spec-
ulator would continue to flourish at the communities expense.

The tax on vacant sites would thus be easy of evasion,
and would therefore yield little or no revenue for the “un-
occupied ” land would disappear and its place be taken by
land put to inferior use as a mere blind or pretence. The
owner would in his own good season walk off with the
unearned increment just as he does now, for he would put
the land to inferior use till he could get the price demanded
for a feu or building lease and thus escape contribution to
the rates.

Moreover, if we have any regard for consistency we can-
not confine the tax or rate to unoccupied land. For the
land is either the landlord’s or it is the people’s. If we
grant that it is the landlord’s then must we also grant that
they are within their rights in holding it idle or doing with
it otherwise as they will, just as we concede to individuals
the right to keep unused what their labour has produced.
If, on the other hand, the land belongs to the whole people
then the people have a right to its economic value, whether
the landlord lets it lie idle or not. In other words, the
community is entitled to the value of all lands whether
used or not,

Considerations like these drive us to admit that the true
line of advance is to tax all land values with a view to one
day abolishing all present taxes on industry. The principle
underlying this wider movement is that land values are
public property, because they owe their existence to the
public presence and expenditure, It is therefore manifestly
unfair to the public that by far the greater part of valuable
land should escape contribution to the rates on the plea
that owners are putting it to use, though this is precisely
what would happen with a mere tax on vacant sites. If it
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be objected that we want to get at vacant sites alone, and
that to tax other land values would be to discourage im-
provements, it may be answered that the contrary would be
the case for the fact that they would no longer be subject
to taxation on their improvements, as they now are, would
provide a stimulus to owners to develop their lands,

Per contra, with a tax on vacant sites alone, this stimulus
of exempting improvements from rates could not operate,
for the sum raised from unoccupied lands could never be
large enough to provide a substitute for existing rates and
taxes on improvements. None the less, the abolition of
burdens on improvements is an aim second only in import-
ance to the destruction of land monopoly itself.

Those considerations lead to the conclusion that the mere
rating of unoccupied land could net have the beneficial
effects of the wider measures for taxing land values, The
latter would—

(a) Destroy the land monopoly.

(#) Force all land, whether vacant or not, to its most pro-
ductive use,

(¢) Provide a just and scientific basis of taxation.

() Enable us to abolish the present rates and taxes on
buildings and trade.

Occupying its proper place as part of this measure, the
rating of unoccupied sites will be both necessary and useful ;
taken alone, it could in practice accomplish little or
nothing.

W. R, LESTER,

“The Life of the Ages,”

By FLORENCE VERINDER.

CONTENTS.

“The Life of the Ages"—A Viking romance in verse;
“The Mantle of Power”—an allegorical treatment of the
story of Elijah; “The Great Avenger”—a play of Modern
Russia; a number of SHORT VERSES (most of them
reprinted by permission from “The New Age” and other
Journals), including the following : “The Star-lit Shrine,”
“The Soul's Awakening” “To the Passers-by,” *The
Offering,” “The Child of the Sea,” *“Andromeda,” *“ The
In-Breathing,” etc.

ELLIOT STOCK, 62 Paternoster Row, E.C.; or of
FREDK. VERINDER, 876 Strand, W.C.
2/6 net (Post Free 2/9).

U
C

i
Purchased by means of the C.C.C. System. O

LOWEST PAYMENTS,

CITY NO BALLOTS.
BEST SECURITY.

AND IMMEDIATE ADVANCES.
COUNTY o Baill Jl)lrec:‘onl. 3
X- Y

HOUSE Arch, :‘-I':Il:[::llr K:‘.! .'

Coun, Campbell.

PURCHASE Councillor D, Mason.
R. Murray M'Intyre, Euq.,
COMPANY Managing 1)iroutor. C
LIMITED, Trustees,

Thos, Robinson, Ksq., J.P,

168 BUCHANAN ST., iix.baille Jumes Scorte g b

GLASGOW. DUNN & TODD C.A. O

IF YOU WANT TO BUY OR SELL A HOUSE

A S. Monthly ‘enables you to Purchase a House WORTH - FSIBO Q).

Other amounts in proportion. ZONLY POSSIBLE by this System. Additional Representatives Wanted.

APPLY TO THIS COMPANY.

e —— i SRR . BT e s e -




