AT e el T8 £ AR Mt i

A, 1948

Hewnay Goorce News

PAGE SBVEN

Some Imp()]'ta_nt AXiOIIlS By JOHN CROMWELL LINCOLN

UR PRESENT wethod of taxation taxes, ar
fines, people for producing employment snd
doing those things everyoue wants to have done,
This is being written in Arizona. In this state,
there are many prospective mines that are held
by the owners for bigh prices. They are assessed
#t nomioal prices amf contribute  practically
nathing to the sevenue of the stte, However,
if someone opens up one of these mines and
sits to give employment, the county assesses
taxes, the schooi d,;nl'rir.t assesses taxes, the
stale puts on more faxes, and if the enterpri
is veally successful, the Federal Government
takes avarly half of the profts. All of these
taxes act as fines to prevent an increase of cm-
Eﬁvm&ut. In 1935 and 1936, T put up Camel-
ack Inn on the desert in Arizona, thezeby
giving employment to sbout 200 people for a

yeat. ‘The operation of the inn. gives employ...

ment to many people, (rom year to year, Foe
doing this, we are taxed over £50,000 a year.
The high cost of living demonstrates that 2
arge purt of these txes wre passed on and paid
by the consumer,

ta the United States. we have political, re-
ligious, and personal freedom ancll,J & huadied
yoars age, 4 laaﬁe measure of economic free
dom; and we all know how much better this
counbty is 1o live in than most Buropean coun.
tries, A hundred years ago, there was free lind
in the United States, and therofore, 1 greater
mepsure of cconomic freedom than we have
now, The Creator provided land for the benefit
of all, Oue land system has smude it peactically
Impossible for over 90 per cent of our prople
ta vwa land. Tand values ace so high that only
a privileged few cun afford to own what the
Creator provided for cveryone, The chief cause
of unemployment, poverty, depressions, and the
unjuse distribution of wealth is thae our lagd-
holding sysiem enables land-owners {non-pro-
ducers) to appropiate half the product of the
land-users tor the privilege of vsing the land.
This is wrong. This is stealing on a gigastic
saale, and the pennlty of the moral Jaw is even-
taal destruction for every society that peemits
it. Obedience Lo moral law demunds that soclety
grovide religious, political, personal, and cco-
nomic freedom for the individual. The United
States hes provided the fist three, and a com-
patison between the United States and Russia
shows that the rewards of obeying the moal
fvw are great, Unless we provide economic free-
domn in the United States, it is probable that we
will nat have the other freedomy we now pos-
soss or lung. For inany hundreds of vears,
Ingiand has been a freadom-loving country;
hut the Eaglish people are permitting o buseau.
cratic government to tey to control the disteibu-
tion of wealth, which canaot be done without
i dictatorship, The community has a tight to
control the disteibution of its tand, hecause it
is, by its nature, common property. The com.
munity hus 0o right te control the distribution
of wealth, beeause it 18, by its nature, private

;n--.:fm-y.
Il of us are land.users. Life is not possible
without the use of lund, The foad we eat, the
clothes we weear, the houses we live in, the auto-
mobiles we touvel in, came from land a short
tine ugo, and will decay into fand very quickly,
Ouly a few of us are fand-ownees, When a few

of us awn what all of us must use, most of us
aie "over s barred” and luve to tarn over to the
land-gwner a substantial pact of what we pro-
duce in order to live,

When the Creator mads the world, he pro-
vided a job for everyone that came into the
worid, That job was 0 provide foad, clothing,
shelier, and all the other Lhings thet men live
for from land, which the Creator provided for
everyone.

A man has cconomic freedom when he can
get enough land in order to produce what is
necessaty 10 keep im and his family alive, As
long as thete was good, free land in the United
States, we had a4 considerable measure of eco-
nomic frecdom.

Economic [reedom is denied when 2 lind-
user Is compelled to pay the land.owner ball of
whai he produces foe the nse of the Jand,

Economic frcedorm exists only when the sell-
ing value of land is zero, In tivilized countsies
with a considerable population, the price of
land can be zeco only when the comnunity
collects all the community<cceated ground rens,

Tue United States has religious, political, and

personal freedom, sod that makes the United
States & better place to live in than Russia, where
they are denied. Buc if the Unitsd States would
grant evoromic Ereedom, which is the Freedom
to earn a living, the United Stztes wonld be a
much better piace in whick to five than it is
now,
Gther things being equai, an able general
always defeats one less able betause he uses
his men and materials to better advaatage than
his opponent. For the same reason, an able muu
at the head of a business can produce goods or
wealth cheaper than his competitors and there
fore gets the business,

The capitafistic system of conducting business
i better than the socialistic or communistic
systems brcause the capitalistic systam auto-
iwatically puts the most able man at the bead
of the business. In the capitalistic spstem, the
less ably conducted businesses go broke and

disappear. Competition permits only the more
ably conducted businessss to live, and therefore
the public peis what i buys at the lowest pos.
sible prices. To ses that this Is true, one has
oniy to compare the standasd of living in cap-
italistic coantries with thas of secialistic ar com-
musisic countgies.

The standurd of hving in the Unied States
is the highest of any large country in the world
bocause there is more freedom for the produc
tion of wealth in the United States than there
is in England, for iastance. Also the laws of
the United States interfere less and clog the
Tm‘-iua.fon ef wealth less thay the laws of any
srge conntry in the wocld,

The laws of the United States deny complete
freedom in the production of wealh, IF the
Laws Jdid not isterfere in any degree with the
production of weskh, the income of the aver-
age family would grobah.[y be Bve Tunes What
it s pow. Our tasitf laws greasle retard the ex-
change of wealth between prople in the United
Stases andd foreiga countries, thereby taising
prices i the United States from 10 to 2% per
cent. The greatest deceease in the praduction
of wealth is caused by the injostice of the Inws
which permit land values to arise, thereby pre-
vensing 90 per cent of the people bow 1o the
United States from being able to get at the fand
the Creatnr provided for themn, and from which
all food, clotiing, and shelter must come, to-
gether with eveeything else that man uses,

The macemade laws which wade slavery Jegal
were unjust because they peemitted the slave.
oweer to Appropriste mos: of the wealth the
slave produced,

The mun-made faws which permit land values
te weise ant uajust becawse high land values
coable the land-uwoer to spproprivie o Jage
part of the wealth produced by e land-user.
By the nature of thicgs, no one can live withour
being a land-vser. Land vaiues arise because the
land-owasr is peomitted to colloct most of the
comineaity-created groand rent,

(THE BND)

How I First Became Interested in Henry George

In the middle eig.hﬁas, when T was about cight or nine years old, n
boy companion,  few years older than I, explained the hesic principles of

single 1ax lo me.

Tt all seemad vory eelf pvident to me then. As [ hacame older (and miore
civilized) I leaxned wuch ahout ecomomies that is ot true, amd that had to

be mmlearned later,

1934 T rend wome sociulist literature, given me by the stats secvetary
of the Socialist Party, I am o purk gardener by ovcupation, and studied esa-
notice, strictly from the land angle, The vesult was that I rejected all eollecti-
vist and 'flunned econowy a¢ comtrary to the natural order of economics und

demaocratic principles.

Alter hearing a speech on the Georgist philu:-.or]:_\'. I was iadoced to

read Progress and Poverty, In the cowrse of reading

hitterly resemted the

reasoning which virtually acensed me of robbing society by uppropriating the

inerement of lami value in land speculation: but

when 1 came to the part

where Mr. George explained how single tax would causs population to spread

out where it is too
convineed.

626 Sycamore St1.
Norwalk, Calif,

The

ense, and gather together where it is 100 sparse, I was

{Signed) WM. BURGENER,

This is the first winning contest letter selscted by Noah dAlper of St. Louis.
winner will recrive a yeur's subseription to the Henry (reorge News,



