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ning, the arithmetical, and we must expect nothing cliss bat

they will use it cunningly and arithmetically. For what

csn they suppose we gave it to them? If the power

y flows from the people, and should be need for them; if
its best administration can be got, as in government, ounly by
the participation in it of men of all views and interests; if in
the oollision of all these, as in democracy, the better poliey is
progreesively preponderant; if this is s policy which, with
| whatever defects, is better than that which can be evolved by
narrower or more selfish or less multitudinous influences of
persons or classes, then this power should be taken up by the
people. “The mere conflict of private interests will never
produce a well-ordered commonwealth of labor,” says the au-
thor of the article on political economy in the

" Britannica. The failure of monarchy and feudalism and the

i

N\ .

visibly impending failure of our business system all reveal a

§1aw of nature. The harmony of things insists that that which

% is the source of power, wealth, and delight shall also be the

I ruler of it. That which is must also seem. It is the

f, from whom come the forces with which kings and million-

Vsires ride the world, and until the people take their proper
‘place in the seat of sovereignty, these pseudo owners—mere
claimants and usurpers—will, by the very falsity and iniquity
of their position, be pushed into deceit, tyranny, and cruelty,
ending in downfall.

Thousands of years’ experience has proved that govern-

ment must begin where it ends — with the people; that the
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general welfare demands that they who exercise the powers |
and they upon whom these are exercised must be the same, |
and that higher political ideals can be realized only through !
higher political forme. Myriads of experiments to get the !
substance of liberty out of the forms of tyranny, to believe in |
princes, to trust good men to do good as kings, have tanght
the inexorable truth that, in the economy of nature, form and
substance must move together, and are as inextricably inter-
dependent as are, within our experience, what we call matter -
and spirit. Identical is the lesson we are learning with regard |
to industrial power and property. We are calling upon their
owners, as mankind called npon kings in their dsy, to be good [
and kind, wise and sweet, and we are calling in vain. We are . .
asking them not to be what we have made them to be. We :
put power into their hands and ask them not to umse it as l
power. If this power is a trust for the people, the people
betrayed it when they wade private estates out of it for indi- /
viduals. If the spirit of power is to change, institutions must
change as much. Liberty recast the old forms of government ' /
into the Republic, and it must remould our institutions of
wealth into the Commonwealth.

The question is not whether monopoly is to continue. The
sun sets every night on a greater majority against it. We are
face to face with the practical issue: Is it to go through runin
or reform? Can we forestall ruin by reform{ If we wait to '}
be forced by events we shall be astounded to find how much
more radical they are than our ntopias. Louis XVI. waited
until 1793, and gave his head and all his investitnres to the
people who in 1789 asked only to sit at his feet and speak

— their mind. Unlesr.we reform of our own free will, nature
will reform us by force, as natare does. Our evil conrses have .
already gone too far in producing misery, plagnes, hatreds,
national enervation. Already the leader is unable to lead,
and has begun to drive with judges armed with bayonets and
Gatling guns. History is the serial obitnary of the men who
thought they could drive men.

Reform is the science and conscience with which mankind '

- .
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fn its manhood overcomes temptations and escapes eonss
uences by killing the germs. Ruin is already hard at work
quongu Our libraries are full of the official inquiries sad
i selentific interpretations which show how our master-metive
is working decay in all our parts. The family crumbles into
a competition between the father and the children whom he
breeds to take his place in the factory, to unfit themeelves to
be fathers in their turn. A thorough, stalwart resimplification,
s life governed by simple needs and loves, is the imperstive
want of the world. It will be accomplished : either self-con-
scious volition does it, or the slow wreck and decay of super
! fluous and unwholesome men and matters. The latter is the
! method of brutes and brute civilizations. The other is the
method of man, so far as he js divine. Has not man, who
bas in personal reform risen above the brute method, come
to the height at which he can achieve social reform in masses
and by nations?! We must léarn; we can learn by reascn.
‘Why wait for the crueler teachert
™\,!_We bave a people like which none has ever existed before.
{'We have millions espable of conecious eo-operstion. The
" time mugt come in social evolution when the people can or
ganize the free-will to choose salvation which the individual
-has been cultivating for 1900 years, and can adopt a policy
. more dignified and more effective than leaving themselves to
“ be kicked along the path of reform by the recoil of their own
‘vices. We must bring the size of our morality up to the size
- of our cities, corporations, and combinations, or theee will be
brought down to fit our half-grown virtue.
™~ Industry and monopoly cannot live together. Our mod-
ern perfection of exchange and division of labor cannot last _
without equal perfection of morals and sympathy. Every
one is living at the mercy of every one else in a way entirely
peculiar to our times. Nothing is any longer made by a man;
parts of things are made by parts of men, and become wholes
by the luck of a good-humor which so far keeps men from fly-
ing asunder. It takes a whole company to make a match. A
hundred men will easily produce a hundred million matches,




LIBERTY AND MONOFPOLY 519

but not one of them could make one match. No u"r.,’
its plongh from the cross-roads blacksmith, and no one iy L)
chilled-steel factory knows the whole of the plongh. CT T
life of Boston hangs on a procession of reciprocitiee which
must move, as steadily and sweetly as the roll of the planets,
between its bakeries, the Falls of St. Anthony, and the valley
of the Red River. Never was there a social machinery so
delicate. Only on terms of love and justice can men endure
contact so close.

The break-down of all other civilizations has been a slow
decay. It took the Northerners hundreds of years to march
to the Tiber. They grew their way through the old society
as the tree planting itself on a grave is found to have sent itg
roots along every fibre and muscle of the dead. Our world is 3
not the simple thing theirs was, of little groupe sufficient to
themselves, if need be. New York would begin to die to- ] Vv
morrow if it were not for Illinois and Dakota. We cannot
afford a revulsion in the hearts by whose union locomotivesy:
run, mills grind, factories make. Practical men are specu-

lating to-day on the possibility @g_}_t)_u’r_cml&agg_n_mmme "
by the tick of a telegraph. A

afternoon be flashed away b (;-UH
these co-operations can be scattered by a word of hate too

many, and we left, with no one who knows how to make a
plough or a match, a civilization cut off as by the Roman
carse from food and fire. Lees sensitive civilisations than
ours have burst apart. ""*a\f
Liberty and monopoly cannot live together. What chance !
have we against the persistent coming and the éasy coalescence '
of the confederated cliques, which aspire to say of all businees,
“This belongs to us,” and whose members, though moving
among us as brothers, are using against us, through the cor-
porate forms we have given them, powers of invisibility, of
entail and accumnlation, unprecedented because impersonal
and immortal, and, most peculiar of all, power to act as per-
sons, as in the commission of crimes, with exemption from
punishment as persons? Two classes study and practise poli-
tics and government: place hunters and privilege hunters. In
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world of relativities like ours size of area has a great deal to
with the trath of principles. America has grown so big—
and the tickets to be voted, and the powers of government,
the duties of citizens, and the profits of personal use of
public functions have all grown so big—that the average citi-
zen has broken down. No man can half understand or half

operate the fulness of this big citizenship, except by giving
hnwholetnmto:t. Thutheplamhunhrundo,lndm

fruits of power. The power of citizenship is relinquished by
who do not and cannot know how to exercise it to those
who can and do—by those who have a livelihood to make to
those who make politics their livelihood.

These specialists of the ward club, the primary, the cam-
paign, the election, and office unite, by a law as irresistible as
that of the sexes, with those who want all the goods of gov-
- t—charters, contracts, rulings, permits. From this

'mrﬂlgeitinmytoimginetm among some other people
than ourselves, and in some other century than this, the off-
spring might be the most formidable, elusive, unrestrained,
impersonal, and cruel tyranny the world has yet seen. There
might come a time when the policeman and the railroad pres-
ident would equally show that they cared nothing for the
citizen, individually or collectively, because aware that they
and not he were the government. Certainly such an attempt
to corner “the dear people” and the earth and the fulnees
thereof will break down. It is for us to decide whether we
will let it go on till it breaks down of itself, dragging down
to die, as a savage dies of his vice, the civilizatiom it has
gripped with its hundred hands; or whether, while we are still
young, still virtnous, we will break it down, self-consciously,
a8 the civilized man, reforming, crushes down the evil. If
~we cannot find a remedy, all that we love in the word Amer-
ica must die. It will be an awful price to pay if this at-

tempt at government of the people, by the people, for the

N\
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people must perish from off the face of the earth to prove -
to mankind that political brotherhood cannot survive where :
industrial brotherhood is denied. But the demonstration is
worth even that.

Aristotle’s lost books of the Republics told the story of:
two hundred and fifty attempts at free government, and these -
were but some of the many that had to be melted down in i
the crucible of fate to teach Hamilton and Jefferson what they °
knew. Perhaps we must be melted by the same fierce flames | )
to be a light to the feet of those who come after us. For as ; /
true as that a house divided against itself cannot stand, and '
that a nation half slave and half free cannot permanent]y en-
dure, is it true that a people who are slaves to market-tyrants -
will surely come to be their slaves in all else, that all liberty -
begins to be lost when one liberty is lost, that a people half
democratic and half plutocratic cannot permanently endu -

The secret of the history we are about to make is not that
the world is poorer or worse. It is richer and better. Its ...
new wealth is too great for the old forms. The success and
beauties of our old mutualities have made us ready for new
mutualities. The wonder of to-day is the modern multiplica-
tion of products by the union of forces; the marvel of to.
morrow will be the greater product which will follow when
that which is co- operatively produced is co -operatively en-
joyed. It is the spectacle of its concentration in the private
fortunes of our day which reveals this wealth to its real
makers — the whole people —and summons them to extend
the manners and institutions of civilization to this new tribal _
relation.

Whether the great change comes with peace or sword, freely -
through reform or by nature’s involuntary forces, is a mere
matter of detail, a question of convenience—not of the es-
sence of the thing. The change will come. With reform, it
may come to us. If with force, perhaps not to us. But it !
will come. The world is too full of amateurs who can play I,
the golden rule as an aria with variations. All the runs and
trills and transpositions have been done to death. All the
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‘“gayings " have been said. The only field for new effects is in
\npughtma of practice. Titillation of our sympathies has become
a dissipation. We shed a daily tear over the misery of the
slums as the toper takes his dram, and our liver becomes tor-
pid with the floods of indignation and sentiment we have guz-
zled without converting them into their co-efficients of action.
' | “Regenerate the individual ” is a half-truth; the reorgani-
ion of the society which he makes and which makes him
the other half. Man alone cannot be a Christian. Insti-
ions are applied beliefs. The love of liberty became lib-
erty in America by clothing itself in the complicated group
of structnres known as the government of the United States.
]I.ovailahalf-t.rnr.h,md kissing is a good deal less than half
of that. We need not kiss all our fellow-men, but we must
do for them all we ask them to do for ns—nothing less than
the fullest performance of every power. To love onr neigh-
bor is to submit to the discipline and arrangement which make

his life reach its best, and so do we best love ourselves.
History has taught us nothing if not that men can con-
3tume to associate only by the laws of association. The golden
rule is the first and last of these, but the first and last of
' the golden rule is that it can be operated only through laws,
| habits, forms, and institutions. The Constitution and laws of
- the United States are, however imperfectly, the tranalation
ﬁ , into the language of politics of doing as you would be done
. by—the essence of equal rights and government by consent.
To ask individunals to-day to lead by their single sacrifices the
.~ life of the brother in the world of business is as if the Amer-
ican colonist had been asked to lead by his individual enter-
prise the life of the citizen of a republic. That was made
! possible to him only by union with others. The business
i world is full of men who yearn to abandon its methods and
! live the love they feel; but to attempt to do so by themselves
would be martyrdom, and that is “caviare to the general.”
t % We admire martyrdom,” Mazzini, the martyr, eaid, “ but we
.do not recommend it.” The change must be social, and its

;martyrdoms have already begun.

A )
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The new self - interest will remain unenforced in business '
until we invent the forms by which the vast multitudes who
have been gathered together in modern production can or-|!
ganize themselves into a people there as in government. '
Nothing but this institutionalization will save them from be- -
ing scattered away from each other again, and it can be
achieved only by such averaging and concessions and co-oper-
ations as are the price of all union. These will be gains, not
losses. Soldiers become partners in invincibility by the disci-
pline which adopts an average rate of march instead of com-
pelling all to keep step with the fastest and stay with the
strongest. Moralists tell men to love each other and the:
right. How, by doing what things, by leaving what undone,
shall men love each otheri What have the ethicals to say
upon the morality of putting public highways in private
hands, and of allowing these private hands to make a private
and privileged use of them? If bad, will a mere “change of
heart,” uninstitutionalized, change them? .

New freedoms cannot be operated through the old forms ;
of slavery. The ideals of Washington and Hamilton and ¢
Adams could not breathe under kingly rule. Idle to say they
might.” Under the mutual dependence of the inside and out-
side of things their change has all through history always
been dual. Change of heart is no more redemption than
hunger is dinner. We must have honeety, love, justice in®
the heart of the business world, but for these we must also
have the forms which will fit them. These will be very dif- g/;
ferent from those through which the intercourse of man with
man in the exchange of services now moves to such ungra-
cious ends. Forms of Asiatic and American government, of
early institutions and to-day’s, are not more different. The
cardinal virtues cannot be established and kept at work in;
trade and on the highways with the old apparatus. In order
that the spirit that gave rebates may go to stay, the rebate
itself must go. If the private use of private ownership of |
highways i8 to go, the private ownership must go. There ‘f'\ik/
must be no private nse of public power or public property. . :

VR
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(Theummtadbytheoommm gacrifices of all, and can
be rightfully used only for the common good of all—from
all, by all, for all. All the grants and franchises that have

l given to private hands for private profit are void ia

orals and void in that higher law which sets the copy for
laggard pens of legislatures and judges. “No private nse

‘ public powers” is but a threshold truth. The universe,

' ys Emerson, is the property of every creature in it.

No home so low it may not hope that out of its fledglings
one may grow the hooked claw that will make him a million-
aire. To any adventurer of spirit and prowess in the Italy of
the Renaissance might come the possibility of butchering or
poisoning his way to a castle or a throne. Such prizes of
power made the peninsula a menagerie of tyrants, murderers,
voluptuaries, and multitudes of misery. We got republican
liberty by agreeing each with the other never to seek to be-
come kings or lords or dukes. We can get industrial and
economic liberty only by a like covenant never to let omr-
selves or any one else be millionaires.

There can be no public prosperity without public virtue,
and no public virtue without private virtue. But private can-

- not become public except by organization. Our attempts at
control, regulation, are but the agitations of the Gracchi, evi-
dencing the wrong, but not rising to the cure. We are wait-
ing for some genius of good who will generalize into one body
of doctrine our partial truths of reform, and will help us live
the generalization. Never was mankind, across all lines of
race, creed, and institutions, more nearly one in discontent and
restless consciousness of new powers and a new hope and
purpose, never more widely agitated by influences leading in
one direction, never more nearly a committee of the whole on
the question of the day. Never before were the means for
flashing one thought into the minds of the million, and flash-
ing that thought into action, what they are to-day. The good
word or good deed of Chicago in the morning may be the in-
spiration of Calcutta before nightfall. The crusades were but
an eddy in comparison with the universal tide waiting for an-

~
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other Peter the Hermit to lead us where the Man who is to E'E

rise again lies in the hands of the infidel.

Our problem can be read from its good side or its bad, a.nd
must be read from both, as: Business has become a vice, and
defeats us and itself; or, Humanity quickens its step to add
to its fellowships the new brotherhood of labor. The next
emancipation, like all emancipations, must destroy and build.
The most constractive thinker in history said, Love one an-
other; but he also drove the money-changers from the temple,
and denounced the scribes and Pharisees, and has been busy
for nineteen hundred years pulling down tenements unfit for
the habitation of the soul. 'We see something new and some-
thing old. Old principles run into manis, a wicked old world
bursting into suicidal explosion, as Carlyle said of the French
Revolution. New loves, new capabilities, new institutions,
created by the expansion of old ideals and new opportunities
of human contact. Our love of those to whom we have been
“introduced ” is bat unlocking a door through which all men

will pass into our hearts. What makes men lovable is not the .
accident of our knowing them. It is that they are men. Be- .

fore 1776 there were thirteen patriotisms in America.

The bishops of Boswell’s day had no ear for the lamenta-
tions of the victims of the slave-trade, but there came a new
sympathy which rose superior to their divine displeasure that
this commerce of Christian merchants should be attacked.
We are coming to sympathize with the animals, and Queen
Yictoria contribates money to a hospital for the snccor of de-
cayed old gentlemen and lady cats. By-and-by royal hearts
may widen to include men and women evicted in Ireland, or

—worse fate—not evicted from Whitechapel. The spirit that.

defended the slave-trade now finds its last ditch behind the
text, The poor ye have with you always. But a new sympathy
rises again, like that which declared that the poor should be
free of the slave-trade and slavery, and declares that the poor
shall be freed from starvation of body, mind, and soul. Slave-
trade, slavery, poverty; the form varies, but against them
all runs the refusal of the human heart to be made happy at

"‘-
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the cost of the misery of others, and its mathematical knowl
“&dge that its quotient of satisfactions will increase with the
sum u! the happiness of all.
The word of the day is that we are about to civilize indns-
. Mankind is quivering with its purpose to make men
fellow-citizens, brothers, lovers in industry, as it has done with
"'them in government and family, which are also industry. We
' y have on our shelves the sciences—hygienie, industrial,
taotitical,ethioﬂ—tofuethnwwld almost at a stroke from
, accidents, disease, poverty, and their flowing vices and
ities. The men of these sciences are here at call
ng for employment. The people, by the books they
show themselves to be praying to have them put at work. If
we who call ourselves civilization would for one average span
devote to life-dealing the moneys, armies, and genius we now
give to death-duling,nndvonlduhblk‘hmthemhr
“ a protectorate of the United States of Europe and
Amm-ies,wewonld take a long step towards settling forever
! the vexed question of the site of the Garden of Eden.
“ Human nature,” “monotony,” and “individuality * are the
'lions which the reformer is always told will stop the way to a
'better world. “You cannot change human natuare.” There are
/ two human natures—the human nature of Christ and of Judas;
and Christ prevails. There is the human nature which seeks
anonymity, secrecy, the fruits of power without its duties;
" and there is the human nature which rises against these and,
. 'province by province, i abolishing them from human affairs.
Men have always been willing to die for their faith. The bad
have died as bravely as the good, Charles I. with as smooth a
front as Sir Harry Vane. In this readiness to die lies folded
every loyalty of life.
: “You would make the world a dead level of monotony.”
- Good society does not think it monotonous that all its women
should at the same time dust the streets with long.- tailed
- gowns, or that its men should meet every night in funereal
black and identical cut, but it shrinks from the monotony of
having all share in reforms which would equalize surfeit and

i3
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starvation. “Good society ” is still to come, and it will find
some better definition of “ monotony” than a fair share for
all—a better definition of variety than too much for ourselves
at the cost of too little for all others. Shall we choose the
monotony of sharing with every one under George III. or Alex-
ander II. the denial of all right to participate in the supreme
power, or shall we choose the monotony of sharing with every
fellow-citizen the right to become President —the monotony ,
of being forbidden to enter all the great livelihoods, some
syndicate blocking each way with “ This business belongs to
us”? Or the monotony of a democracy, where every laborer
has equal rights with all other citizens to decide npon the ad-
ministration of the common toil for the common welfare, and
an equal right with every other to rise to be a Captain of In-
dustry? Such are the alternatives of “monotony.” We have |
made an historic choice in one; now for the other.

And “individuality.” © You are going to destroy individ-
uality.” We can become individual only by submitting to be'
bound to others. We extend our freedom only by finding - " j
new laws to obey. Life outside the law is slavery on as many ' ' -y
sides as there are disregarded laws. The locomotive off its
tracks is not free. The more relations, ties, duties, the more
“jndividual.” The isolated man is the mere rudiment of an
individnal. Bnt he who has become citizen, neighbor, friend,
brother, son, husband, father, fellow-member, in one, is just
by so many times individualized. Men’s expanding powers of
co-operation bring them to the conscious ability to unite for
new benefits; but this extension of individuality is forbidden
in the name of individuality. There are two individualities :
that of the dullard, who submits to take his railroad trans-
portation, his light, his coal, his ealt, his reaping- machine at
such prices and of such quality as arbitrary power forces upon
him, and that of the shrewder man who, by an alliance of the
individualities of all, supplies himself at his own price.

Time carries us so easily we do not realize how fast we
move. This social debate has gone far beyond the question
whether change there must be. What shall the change be i is

i
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|the subject all the world is discussing. Exposure of abuses
no longer excites more than a languid interest. But every
clear plan how things might be rearranged raises the people.
Before every revolution marches a book—the Contrat Social,
Uncle Tom’s Cabin. “Every man nowadays,” says Emerson,
“carries a revolution in his vest-pocket.” The book which
sells more copies than any other of our day abroad and at home,
debated by all down to the boot-blacks as they sit on the enrb-
stones, is one calling men to draw from their success in insur-
ing each other some of the necessaries of life the courage to
move on to insure each other all the necessaries of life, bid-
ding them abandon the self-defeating anarchy which puts rail-
road-wreckers at the head of railroads and famine-producers
at the head of production, and inspiring them to share the
common toil and the fruits of the toil under the ideals
which make men Washingtons and Lincolns, You may
question the importance of the plan; you cannot question
the importance of its welcome. It shows the people gath-
ering-points for the new constitution they know they must
make.

In nothing has liberty justified itself more thoroughly than

/ in the resolute determination spreading among the American

people to add industrial to political independence. It is the
hope of the world that good has its effects as well as evil, and
that on the whole, and in the long-run, the seed of the good
will overgrow the evil. “ Heaven has kindly given our blood
a moral flow.” Liberty breeds liberties, slavery breeds sla-
veries, but the liberties will be the strongest stock. If the
political and religious liberties which the people of this coun-
try aspired to set up had in them the real sap and fibre of a
better life than the world had yet known, it must certainly
follow that they would quicken and strengthen the people for
discovery and obedience in still higher realms. And just this
has happened. Nowhere else has the new claim to tax with-
out representation been so quickly detected, so intelligently
scrutinized, and so bravely fought. Nowhere else has this
spreading plague of selfishness and false doctrine found a peo-

.
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ple whose average and general life was pitched on so high a
level that they instantly took the alarm at its claims over
their lives and liberties. It has found a people so disciplined
by the aspiration and achievement of political and religious
rights that they are already possessed of a body of doectrine
capable, by an easy extension, of refuting all the pretensions
of the new absolutism. At the very beginning of this new

democratic life among the nations it was understood that to I

be safe liberty must be complete on its industrial as well as
on its political and religious sides. This is the American prin-
ciple. “@Give a man power over my subsistence,” said Alex- |
ander Hamilton, “and he has power over the whole of my
moral being.” To submit to such a power gives only the
alternative of death or degradation, and the high spirit of
America preferred then, as it prefers mow, the rule of right,
which gives life.

The mania of business has reached an acuter and extremer *
development in America than elsewhere, because nowhere .
else have bounteous nature and free institutions produced .
birthrights and pottages so well worth “swapping.” But the,
follies and wickedness of business have nowhere been so
sharply challenged as in free America. *Betake yourself to
America,” said Carlyle to a friend beginning a literary career ;
“there you can utter your freest thoughts in ways impossible
here.” It is to this stern wakefulness of a free people that
the world owes it that more light has been thrown in America
than in any other country on the processes of modern money-

making. A free press, organ of a free people, has done in- .

valuable service. The legislatures have pushed investigation
after investigation into the ways in which large masses of '
the people have been deprived, for the benefit of single men
or groups of men, of rights of subsistence and government.
Through the courts the free people have pursued their depre-
dators by civil and criminal process, by public and private
proeecutions. Imperfect and corrupt, these agencies of press,
courts, legislatures have often been; they have still done a
work which has either been left undone altogether in other

.
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countries, or has been done with but a fraction of our thor

It is due to them that there exists in the reports of legisla-
tive investigations, State and national, in the proceedings of
lawsuits and criminal trials, in the files of the newspapers, a
mass of information which cannot be found in any other com-
mnnity in the world. There is in these archives an accnmula-

tion of the raw material of tragedy, comedy, romance, ravel-

lings of the vicissitudes of human life, and social and personal

fate, which will feed the fires of whole generations of literary

men when once they awake to the existence of these precions

rolls. In these pigeon-holes are to be found keys of the pres-
- and clews to the future. As America has the newest and
idest liberty, it is the stage where play the pewest and
forces of evil as well as good. Ameriea is at the front
the forward line of evolution. It has taken the lead in
veloping competition to the extreme form in which it de-
‘stroys competition, and in superfining the processes of ex-
change of services into those of the acquisition of the prop-
erty of others without service.

The hope is that the old economic system we inherited has
ripened so much more rapidly than the society and govern-
ment we have created that the dead matter it deposits can be
thrown off by our vigorous youth and health. “It is high
time our bad wealth came to an end,” says Emerson. It has
grown into its monstrous forms so fast that the dullest eye
can separate it from the Commonwealth, and the slowest mind
comprehend its mischievousness. In making themselves free
- of arbitrary and corrupt power in government the Americans
| prepared themselves to be free in all else, and because fore-
most in political liberty they have the promise of being the
f first to realize industrial liberty—the trunk of a tree of which
g ) political liberty is the seed, and without which political liberty
(] shrinks back into nothingness.

“The art of Italy will blossom over our graves,” Mazzini
said when, with true insight, he saw that the first artistic, first
literary task before the Italians was to make their country

]

,.-m-q.qu-
r— .



FROM CALIGULA TO LINCOLN 531

free. Art, literature, culture, religion, in America, are already
beginning to feel the restrictive pressure which results from
the domination of a selfish, self-indulgent, luxurious, and
anti-social power. This power, mastering the markets of
a civilization which gives its main energies to markets,
passes without difficulty to the mastery of all the other ac-
tivities. 'When churches, political campaigns, the expound- /
ing of the law, maintenance of schools and colleges, and/
family life itself all depend on money, they must become
servile to the money power. Song, picture, sermon, decrees!
of court, and the union of hearts must pass constantly under
stronger control of those who give their lives to trade and en-
courage everybody else to trade, confident that the issue of
it all will be that they will hold as property, in exclusive
posseasion, to be doled out on their own terms, the matter by
which alone man can live, either materially or spiritually.

In America, where the supreme political power and much
of the government of church and college have been taken out
of traditional hands and subjected to the changing determina-
tions of popular will, it has inevitably resulted that the State, |
church, and school have passed under this mercantile aristoc-
racy to a far greater extent than in other countries where
stiffer régimes under other and older influences still stand. !
Our upper classes—elected, as always, by the equipoise of
effort and opinion between them and the lower classes—are,
under this commercial system, the men who trade best, who
can control their features and their consciences so that they
can always get more than they give, who can play with sup-
ply and demand so that at the end of the game all their breth-
ren are their tributaries for life. It is the birthright-buying |
minds that, by the adoption of this ideal, we choose for onr !
rulers. The progressive races have altered their ideals of |}
kings with the indescribable advantage of being ruled by
‘Washingtons and Lincolne and Gladstones instead of Calign-
las and Pharaohs. We have now to make a similar step for- -
ward in another part of life. The previous changes expressed
outwardly an inner change of heart. The reformer of to-day
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" i simply he who, with quidker ear, deteating 'that anctber
change of heart is going on, goes before.

Another great change is working in the inner mind of mas,
and will surely be followed by incorporation in institutions
and morals and manners. The social head and both

' ng persuaded that too many are and poor; too
‘ y are hurt in body and soul—rich and poor; too many
children are “exposed,” as in the old Greek and Roman
market - places; too many are starving within reach of too
much fertile waste; too many passions of envy, greed, and
hate are raging among rich and poor. There is too much left
undone that ought to be done along the whole scale of life,
from the lowest physical to the highest spiritnal needs, from
better roads to sweeter music and nobler worship. It cannot
be long, historically speaking, before all this new sense and
sentiment will issue in acts. All will be as zealonsly pro-
tected ngnmtﬂmolapmonofthemelmthmdnﬂyhbw
as now against o ppression from invader or rioter, and will be
as warmly cheered in liberty to grow to their fullest capabili-
ties as laborers—i.e., nsers of matter for the purpose of the
spirit—as they are now welcomed to the liberty of the citizen
and the worshipper. Infinite is the fountain of our rights.
‘We can have all the rights we will create. All the rights we
will give we can have. The American people will save the
liberties they have inherited by winning new ones to be-
" queath.
| With this will come fruits of new faculty almost beyond
calculation. A new liberty will put an end to panperism and
Eﬂmlionaiﬁsm and the crimes and death-rate born of both
tchednesses, just as the liberty of politics and religion put
. an end to martyrs and tyrants. The new liberty is identical
in principle and purpose with the other ; it is made inevitable
; by them. Those who love the liberties already won must
‘open the door to the new, unless they wish to see them all
.take flight together. There can be no single liberty. Liber-
ties go in clusters like the Pleiades.
|  We must either regulate, or own, or destroy, perishing by
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the sword we take. The possibility of regulation is a dream.
As long as this control of the necessaries of life and this I
wealth remain private with individuals, it is they who will
regulate, not we. The policy of regulation, disguise it as we Y}
may, is but moving to a compromise and equilibrium within |
the evil all complain of. It is to accept the principle of the
sovereignty of the self-interest of the individual and apply !
constitutional checks to it. The unprogressive nations palter
in this method with monarchy. But the wits of Americs are
equal to seeing that as with kingship and slavery so with
poverty—the weeding must be done at the roots. Sir Henry.
Sumner Maine says mankind moves from status to contract;. '~
from society ruled by inherited customs to one ruled by agree-
ment, varied according to circumstances. Present experience;
suggests the addition that the movement, like all in nature, is: /i
pendulous, and that mankind moves progressively from status

to contract, and from this stage of contract to another status.;

We march and rest and warch again. If our society is set-
tling down to an interval of inertia, perhape ages long, we
must before night comes establish all in as much equality and
comfort as possible.

The aspirations are not new. We have had them since
Plato. The knowledge of means for realizing them is not
new. We have had it since Aristotle, and the history of civ-
flization is but the record of the progressive embodiment of
the ideals in institutions for the life together—sexual, social,
spiritoal. What is new in our moment is that mankind’s ac- '
cumulating foroes are preparing for another step forward in :
this long processional realization of its best possible. Noth-|
ing so narrow as the mere governmentalizing of the means\
and processes of production. It is only the morally nervelees '
who ask government to do that which they will not rise to |
do. The conversion which is now working itself out within -
us, and perhaps is more nearly born than we suspect (“ We
shall not live to see slavery abolished,” said Emerson, in
1859) is making itself felt on all sides of our life. In man. .
ners, in literatare, in marriage, in church, in all, we see at




Ld

534 AND THE NEW

work the saving ferment which is to make all things new
by bringing them nearer to the old ideals. Sand
was revolted by the servile accent of the phrase of her
day, “Madame est servie.” Society has grown to the better
fellowship her finer ear found wanting in these words, and
is now told it is dinner, not madame or monsieur, that is
served.

: ~ We are to have, of course, great political changes. We are

apply the co-operative methods of the post-office and the
public school to many other common toils, to all toils in which
private sovereignty has become through monopoly a despot-
ism over the public, and to all in which the association of the
people and the organization of processes have been so far de-
veloped that the profit-hunting Captain of Industry may be
replaced by the publicserving Captain of Industry. But we
are to have much more. We are to have a private life of a
new beauty, of which these are to be merely the mechanical ex-
hibitions on the side of politics. We are to move among each
other, able, by the methodical and agreed adherence of all, to
do what the words of Lamennais mean, instead of being able,
as now, in most things, to afford only an indulgence in feeling
them. We are to be commoners, travellers to Altruria.

We are to become fathers, mothers, for the spirit of the
father and mother is not in us while we can say of any child
it is not ours, and leave it in the grime. We are to become
men, women, for to all about reinforcing us we shall insure
full growth and thus insure it to ourselves. We are to be-
come gentlemen, ladies, for we will not accept from another
any service we are not willing to return in kind. We are to
become honest, giving when we get, and getting with the
knowledge and consent of all. 'We are to become rich, for we
ghall share in the wealth now latent in idle men and idle land,
and in the fertility of work done by those who have ceased to
withstand but stand with each other. As we walk our parks
we already see that by saying “thine” to every neighbor we
say “ mine ” of palaces, gardens, art, science, far beyond any
possible to selfishnees, even the selfishness of kings. We shall

| !
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become patriots, for the heart will know why it thrills to the
flag. Thoee folds wave the salute of a greater love than that
of the man who will lay down his life for his friend. There
floats the banner of the love of millions, who, though they
do not know you and have never seen you, will die for you
and are living for you, doing in a thousand services unto you
as you would be done by. And the little patriotism, which
is the love of the humanity fenced within our frontier will
widen into the reciprocal service of all men. Generals were,
merchants are, brothers will be, humanity’s representative
men.

There is to be a people in industry, as in government. The -

me rising genine of democracy which discovered that man. ,
kind did not co-operate in the State to provide a few with ‘._;'
palaces and king’s-evil, is disclosing that men do not co-oper- J
ate in trade for any other purpose than to mobilize the labor !
of all for the benefit of all, and that the only true guidance *
comes from those who are led, and the only valid titles from
those who create. Very wide must be the emancipation of
this new self-interest. If we free America we shall still be
not free, for the financial, commercial, possessory powers of
modern industrial life are organized internationally. If we
rose to the full execution of the first, simplest, and most
pressing need of our times and put an end to all private use
of public powers, we should still be confronted by monopo-
lies existing simply as private property, as in coal - mines, oil
lands. - -

It is not a verbal accident that science is the substance of
the word conscience. We must know the right before we
can do the right. When it comes to know the facts the
human heart can no more endure monopoly than American
slavery or Roman empire. The first step to a remedy is that } -
the people care. If they know, they will care. To help them
to know and care; to stimulate new hatred of evil, new love
of the good, new sympathy for the victims of power, and, by
enlarging its science, to quicken the old into a new conscience,
this compilation of fact has been made. Democracy is not a






