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<In the Arms of the Steel Trust.

The Survey of January 6 offers a symposium study
of the city of Birmingham, Alabama, type of The New
South and example of a great municipal opportun-
ity lost. Exceedingly rich in natural resources, iron
ore, coal, limestone—all the makings of steel—the
city in its mere forty years of life has grown to be
one of the great industrial centers of the South. Yet,
begun and built after our older cities had learneéd
many lessons of town-planning and town-keeping,
Birmingham is today municipally unkempt and poor.
Greatly lacking in public improvements, in civic en-
terprise, in modern homes and worthy citizenship,
she lies among her beautiful hills, a murky pattern
of an industrially exploited town. The Survey writ-
ers point dutifully to signs of regeneration. But the
reader learns that here is the home of Morgan’s
panic pill, the Tennessee Coal and Iron Company,
and the reader’s prognosis is bad.
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Statehood for Porto Rico.

“Pica-Pica,” a weekly paper published at San Juan,
Porto Rico, by Luis Brau, prints in its issue of
January 6 a protest signed ‘“Amargo” (Bitter) against
the recommendation of Secretary of War Stimson
that Congress change the laws governing that isl-
and. It is argued that he is not correctly informed as
to the exact condition of affairs nor of the sentiment
of the people there relative to their control by this
country. The present laws inftict many hardships
but allow some measure of home rule in way of elect-
ing judges, control of sanitation and civil service.
They would lose these advantages under the pro-
posed new law. The Secretary of War declares
there is no appreciable sentiment in the United
States or in Porto Rico that the final status of the
island should be that of a Federal state, but that
there Is an almost universal sentiment on the part
of Porto Ricans that they be given American citi-
zenship, and this because of their firm loyalty to the
United States. These statements the writer declares
are erroneous. Statehood for the island is urged by
both the Republican and Unionist parties, hoping as
a Federal State they will gain greater independence.
There is no feeling of loyalty among the Porto
Ricans for the United States; they merely recog-
nize their weakness and ask for citizenship that it
may at least have some standing in the eyes of the
world, for at present they are practically without a
country.
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The Spanish Singletaxer.

The first number of Impuesto Unico (The Single-
taxer) has been received. It is a well printed, sixteen
page paper, published at the Imprinta Rondena, Plaza
del Ayuntamiento, Ronda, Spain. The annual sub-
scription is $1.25; single copy, 10 cents, Spanish
money. This Spanish Singletaxer begins with a
“manifesto” introduction as follows: “The move-
ment for social justice by the system formulated and
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advocated by the immortal economist, Henry George,
is advancing so rapidly throughout the world that it
appears to us that the time has arrived for our na-
tion to arouse itself from its traditional lethargy, and
enter the lists for the defeat of privilege and the es-
tablishment of economic equality. Knowing that this
cannot be done by the formation of parties, nor by
revolutions, but only by active and persistent propa-
ganda of these ideas until they become of general
knowledge, then by popular demand for their adop-
tion by legislative bodies, we make a public' appeal
to all those who, seeing the vice and misery result-
ing from the iniquitous distribution of wealth through
privilege, feel the possibility of a more elevated so-
cial state, and desire to strive for its attainment.”
Extracts from “The Condition of Labor,” by Henry
George, on “the rights of all to the use of the earth,”
are quoted, and have been adopted as the creed of
the Spanish League for the Singletax. The consti-
tution ana objects of the league are fully outlined
in other articles. There is a translation from “Land
Values” of London, of an address on the study of
“Progress and Poverty,” by Mr. Wm. Cassels of Glas-
gow, and there are several other interesting articles
on singletax subjects. News articles on the advance
of the movement throughout the world are well
worked up. The paper will compare favorably with
any other singletax periodical.
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The French Single Tax Review.

Owing to the difficulty of receiving mail while trav-
elling, the sixth and seventh numbers of La Revue
de L’Impot Unique, comprising the December and
January installments, did not reach the writer until
he arrived in Paris early in January, when he had
the privilege of meeting M. and Mme. Darien, whose
felicitous collaboration gives their review the wide
outlook which readers of The Public have learned to
value. A series of articles, contributed by Mme.
Darien and beginning in the December issue, sets
forth the importance of the land question in the
struggle for the emancipation of woman. Coming
at a time when the woman suffrage campaign is ap-
proaching an active stage in France, her arguments
can scarcely fall to bear fruit. Olive Schreiner per-
ceived that “behind the phenomenon of female paras-
itism has always lain another and yet larger pheno-
menon,” which has been preceded “by the subjugation
of large bodies of other human creatures, either as
slaves, subject races or classes.” “Free trade in
labor and equality of training, intellectual and phy-
sical,” she declared, “is essential if the organic
aptitudes of a sex or class are to be determined.”
And she demanded that natural conditions should
determine the labors of each individual, instead of
artificial restrictions. The underlying principle,
which she falled clearly to perceive, is revealed by
the articles in question. In the spirit of the editor
of the Liberator, who assured the defenders of slav-
ery that he would be “as harsh as truth and as un-
compromising as justice,” M. Darien expresses a
whole-souled abhorrence of the présent industrial
slavery which is no less real for being subtle and in-
direct. His characterization of Single Tax periodi-
cals in England and America may be applied with
equal force to his own publication. ‘“Always di-
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