Bditor, The New York Tuncs Saok Beview:

1 wish to object to certain state-
ments made by William MacDonald
in his review of *The Philosophy of
Henry George” by George Raymond
Gelger. Mr. MacDonsgld could not
resist the temptation to volce bis
own personal opinien of Henry
George's ethical . economy, and
white he asserts with all the confi-
dence in the world that Henry
George could not “‘meet the facts,”
and that when bhe proclaimed that
poverty was p natural outeome of
the private appropristion of land
value in economic rent he shawed
“the essential superficiality of his
diagnoais,’” be himaelf {s guilty of
the very fauits he helieves he sees
in Henry George's reasoning.

Great men from time to time at-
test to the soundness of the doe-
trine of the single tax. I am ready
to pame them if Mr. MacBonald
wishes. The wviolent opposition to
such men by the great landowners
is sufficient proof »f the fear sin-
gle tax begets in the hearts of the
privileged. The very fact that but
& portion of theg economic rent was
to ba taken in England dy the
Snowden bill was the cause of the
full of the Lador Ministry and the
sievation of Snowden to the Houae
of Lords, where he wounld be pow-
eriess, But this is just in passing.
Mr, MacDonald thinks it would be
8 waste of time to attempt a refu
tation on economic grounds of the
Georgian theory. It wouid not only
he & waste of time to attempt it,
but an utter impossibility. It would
be & waste of time not because Mr.
MacDonnld suggests that the theory
“no Tonger finds defense save
among 8 dwindliog remnant of sin
gle-taxers,’’ nor because it *has
iong since heen dead,”” but because
it i3 based upon natursl! law first
shown £0 us by Ricarde and more
fully explained by Henry George.
It Mr, MacDoneld doubts this, let
hhm attempt it,

In turther keeping with facte, let
us inform Mr. MacDonald that the
theory is defended by an increasing
number of young people, the atu-
dents of various schools of soclal
sclence, These schoola are {ncreas-
fng in number and are patterned
after the pfoncer fn this field, the
Henry George School of Social Sci-
ence, chartered by the Board of
Regents of the University of the
State of New York, The Schalken-
bach Foundation iz continually
printing “‘Progress and Poverty™
and other works of Henry George,
Is it to be delfaved that these books
are in demand to replace the worn.
out copies of the dwindling num-
bers of single-taxers? Or are peo-
ple buying them out of idle curios-
ity? ‘Mr. MacDonald calls the sin-
gle tax a"panacea.” Facty, where
are you? Whers has singie tax ever
;been tried to justify Mr. MacDon~
;ald’s use of the word "‘panacea”?

The irrefutable logic of the propo-
sition points te & remedy because
the cause will have been removed.
The proeof is tmpossible without a
trial '

It is true thet a galaxy of minor
writers of textbooks on economics
have to their own or to their em-
ployers’ gatisfaction demolished the’
theory of sitigle tax. Perhaps the
greatest of these is Sellgman. He
goes to some length to do so, The
average textbook on economies does
little justice to the theory. dismiss-
ing with a word or two the whole
phillosophy. We are now at a pasg
in civilization where the young
mind ia not content with the dicta
of coliege professora awmd so-called
economista. They know that the
old order has brought us to A mess
that the defenders of the old order
are powerless to get us aut of o to
explain. One fact is thet single tax
has had no part in this collapse.
Another fact is thaet this débicle is
Just what Henry George told us to
expect. and with all the facts at our
cemmand since 18731878 the truth
of George’s is only too plain to
those seeking with bonest degire
the relation of cause and effect.

The superticlality is not to be
iaid at the door of Henry George,
but at the feet of thase who, like
Mr. MacDonald, are so hog-tied
with economic tallacles accepted as
truths by the mass of the American
people since the Civil War and the
advent of our present protective
tariff gystem thsat they do not un-
derstand that the former prosperity
of this country was founded upon
free land upon which any settier so
desiring could employ himself, and
that with the disappearance of such
land began the periods of industrisl
depreasions. They have not yet been
able to see that recovery from for-
mer depressions was accelerated by
the taking up of the still public do-
main. With the deerease of the
public domain the depreasiona lasted
longer. Now, with practically no
public domain left, we are still in &
depression that bsgan four years
ago. Does Mr. MacDorald know
bow we are to get out of it?

In August, 1925, there appeared
in the International Book Review
an articie by Mr. MacDonald in
criticism of a book, “The Real
frouble With the Farmers,”” by
Herbert Quick. Mr. Quick was not
only a single taxer but a ‘dirt
farmer,” and cortainly knew more
ahout the pilght of farmers than
west men, even including Senator
George Arthur Capper, who ig ac-
cepted as an authority on farming.
Mr. ‘MacDongld showed his disbe-
tief in single tax by his closing sen-
tence. He deciared that Mr. Quick
had not answered his own question
because the remedy of a zingle tax
on land values wasn so littie likely
to be appiied in any calculable fu-
ture, and then he suggested that
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| known as the single tax. If he has,

Objection and Reproof

some one might write n book on:
“The Real Remedy for the Farm-.
ar's Troubles.” Eight years have
passed since then. Many rem-
edies have been tried. but not the
one suggested by Mr. Quick. I ask
Mr. MacDonald if ba has not mar
shaled enough facts upon which to
base a remedy for the troubles of
the farmer and the rest of o that
will be more just than the remedy
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the world awaits it. If not, he owes
it to the readers of Tue Toaes Book
Review and to single-taxers every-
where to admit that as to the effi-
cacy of the remedy proposed b)
Henry George he does not know.
Dr. Geiger hna pertormed & great
service to a great man and to man-
kind in general., The subject of his
great effort is based upon too
strong a foundation for the sappers
and miners who use opinions and
prejudices for facts,
JorN LuxTon,
Assocjate Director of the Henry
George School of Social Sclence.
Brooklyn, N. Y.




