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ing to the section of the country considered. This
may be stated as a summary of the results of the
investigation. The methods of calculation are ex-
plained in the bulletins.

Nearly everything has gone up.

Irish potatoes lead the list with an advance of

111 per cent, while sugar trails along in the rear
with only 814 per cent. Prices for 1912 show
advances over those of 1911, ranging from 5.9
per cent in January to 14.2 per cent in May.

Dealers have been asked to comment on the
gituation.

As to consequences, some are exphclt Out of
26 quoted, 3 say they will go out of business; 3
more that they are making no profit; 1 that he
doesn’t know what is going to happen to the retail
business. °

As to causes, there are some specific reasons
given.

Bread is going up on account of a rise in flour.
Nominally there is no advance in bread. The
five-cent loaf still sells for five cents and the ten-
cent loaf for ten cents, only there is less bread in
the loaves. The Bureau finds that “the small
plant using, in the main, hand processes is being
rapidly'replaced by the large modern bakery using
machine methods of production.” And the’ ad-
vantage of the economy goes to—somebody.

Milk was high, according to one dealer, owing
to a short supply, this being due to the high price
of feed.

A New England dealer reports that the high
price of meat is attributed to the high price of
corn. So it is. You have heard the explanation
yourself.

It costs too much to raise cattle; therefore, the
supply is short. But if sirloin steak has advanced
59 per cent and rib roast 63 per cent and round
steak 84 per cent, how do you account for that?
Is there a greater shortage in the cattle to which
we are indebted for sirloin steak than to the
useful animals which supply us with round steak?
Are they actually sending to market cattle un-
provided with round steaks? Or what?

The usual explanation of the retailer is that he
is charging more because he has to pay more.
This is excellent as far as it goes but it is not
entirely satisfactory.

&

However, there are able minds not engaged in
the retail trade, strugglmg with this problem.

A Protectionist orator in New York the other
day proved trimuphantly that the tariff is not
responsible for the price of eggs, but that is as far
as he got.
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The overproduction of gold has been offered as
a reason for the present high prices; but why the
accursed. yellow metal should gend milk up 32
per cent and pork chops up' 86 per cent is not
apparent on its face.

Some authorities think the extravagance of the
masses is responsible for present conditions. For
example, their preference for fine cuts of meat.
But, as we have seen, round steak is more than
holding its own with sirloin.

There are people who think the rise in prices is
the result of the rise in money wages. But before
accepting this theory we should have to know
which rose first, and whether the rise in wages is
equal to the whole, or to what part, of the rise in
in prices.

If the Reverend Mr. Malthus 1s still interested
in such things, he may be looking ‘down at these
tables and saying “What? Smoked bacon gone
up 96 per cent? Evidently population is pressing
on subsistence. These people need a war. If
they killed off half the population the rest might
be able to eat potatoes.”

&

If we may assume for a moment that the high
prices are brought about by trusts or combinations,
we encounter the painful fact that some of the

' monopolists are in hard luck.

Why should granulated sugar have gone up only
814 per cent and pork chops 86 per cent? Have
not the trusts equal rights to life, liberty and the
pursuit of the consumer’s money?

It recalls that ancient story of the small boy
to whom was shown the picture of Daniel in the
lion’s den. He was deeply moved. He was afraid
that the poor little lion in the corner wouldn’t get
any of Daniel.

Will the consumer last long enough to go
around?

WM. E. McKENNA.
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EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

HOW THEY WON IN EVERETT.*

Everett, Wash., Nov. 27.

The Singletax ballots at the election here were
marked plainly “Single Tax; For, Against” We
have never tried to hide the source of our inspira-
tion. We have always taken the ground that win-
ning an election is of secondary fmportance., What
we wished to do was to provoke discussion along
Singletax lines, to educate public thought; to make
Singletaxers, not to give our doctrine in a capsule
to an unwitting public.

In order to work out this idea we distributed our

*See Public of November 15, page 1091.
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pamphlets, etc., in the earlier stages, before we took
advantage of the open correspondence columns of
the press. We were careful not to arouse opposi-
tion at first, and were also careful in distributing our
stuff. We had some information concerning each
person to whom we sent anything, and were careful
to send something that was in line with that per-
son’s way of thinking. A pamphlet should be han-
dled like a can of dynamite.

I attribute a great deal of our success to work
among the Soclalists, They defeated our former
amendment. This time we had average majorities
in their wards. To give you an idea of the Social-
ists’ strength here they ran second in party
strength. .

Our vote seemed to be drawn in one precinct, but
the final returns in that precinct give the Single-
tax a majority of 30. Complete returns are as fol-
lows: For Singletax, 4,858; against, 2,637; majority,
2,221. The city registration was about 10,000; I
think the exact figures were 10,017, so that we polled
a vote above the average for a fiscal issue,

We had about 5,000 of the Dr. Hill pamphlets
which we distributed, largely in the Socialist wards.
We also had 5,000 of Kaufman'’s circulars which we
scattered around nights, covering the entire town.
They were appropriate and written in a way
to attract the economically uninformed. We also had
about 200 of the Ingersoll pamphlets, 200 of the
-Singletax Catechism, 200 of Grenell’s, a general as-
sortment of Henry George's lectures, “Thy King-
dom Come,” etc.,, and a bunch of “The Story of My
Dictatorship.” These we dug out of garrets, etc.,
where in some instances they had reposed, lo! these
many years.

The total cost of the campaign, exclusive of. post-
age stamps, which most of us contributed, was
$27.65. Of this $7.50 was paid for a sheet which we
inserted in the Saturday Evening Post. The Post has
a circulation of about 1,000 here. We embodied in
this sheet most of the figures on Canadian emigra-
tion, taken from Albert J. Nock’s articles in the
American Magazine. We headed it, “Do You Really
‘Want Prosperity?”

I think that when you consider that there were
but three of us doing all the work, and that of these
three none were what could be fermed efficient poli-
ticians, we did pretty well. The other “bunch”
" didn’t wake up to what was really happening until
too late. When they did wake up, they “threw a
fit,” but it was a mighty stupid one. We had them
going down hill all the time.

But there is a great deal of work yet to be done
here. The people are far from being soundly con-
vinced, although their interest has been aroused.
Now is the time, when the heat of the campaign has
subsided, to do educational work. TUnfortunately,
however, there i8 no one in a position to do it.

The assessments here have been notoriously un-
just, the assessor being generally a tool of the
Everett Improvement Co., the original owners of
the townsite. Unless pressure is brought to bear on
the new assessor, the Singletax amendment might
be made to act as a boomerang. The new assessor
is unknown, was elected without doing any cam-
paigning, but as far as.is known has no strings
on him,
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In regard to the Constitution, there is a difference
of opinion as to whether or not cities in Washing-
ton have the right to exempt improvements and
personal property from taxation. As long as this
difference of opinion exists it seems to me the part
of wisdom to have the matter tried out in the
courts before the expense of a campaign for a Con-
stitutional amendment is incurred.

DONALD MACDONALD.

& & 8.
TAX REFORM IN OREGON,

Portland, Ore.
The law submitted by the State Tax Commission-
ers and carried by the Initiative in Oregon, exempt-
ing all household furniture, is said to be invalidated

- by the fact that other measures submitted at the

same time by the State Tax Commissioners were
defeated. As the Constitution now stands there
can be no exemptions, It was the only measure of
four submitted by the Tax Commissioners to pass.
They expected their Amendment allowing different
rates on different classes of property to carry with-
out difficulty, but it was defeated. It could just as
well have been submitted as an Amendment, that
household furniture should not be taxed, in which
case it would now be in force.

The Tax Commissioners submitted what was
proudly referred to as a scientific tax system, In
fact their four measures were botghwork, put forth
to head off the Singletax.

ALFRED D. CRIDGE.

Lol I ]
THE SINGLETAX IN CANADA.

Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, Canada, Nov. 30.

Hitherto the rural municipalities of this Province
have raised their revenues by a tax on land, im-
provements and buildings being exempt. But the
tax is figured at a rate per acre, regardless of value.
By the provisions, however, of a new Rural Munici-
palities Act now before the legislature, this will be
changed on January 1st, 1914, to a tax on land
values entirely.

In introducing the measure, the Honorable George
Langley, Minister for Municipal Affairs, stated that
the government agree that this form of taxation is
the right one, and that the only reason it had not
been adopted earlier was because some of his col-
leagues were of the opinion that the time was not
opportune. Now, however, they have decided that
the time is ripe for the change.

Practically no opposition was offered to the
proposal. When the bill came up before committee
of the whole House, one member did say that the
change might work a hardship upon farmers whose
land had derived its value from their labor. His
error was quickly manifest by the reading of the
clause outlining the method of assessment which
says, “I.and shall be assessed at its actual cash
value exclusive of any increase in such value caused
by the erection of any building thereon or by any
other expenditure of labor or capital.”

There is no doubt of the measure's becoming law.
Urban muncipalities already have the option of
changing their tax system from the present method



