INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR LAND VALUE TAXATION AND FREE TRADE

PRESIDENT: MONTHLY JourNaL: " LAND & LIBERTY."
E.J. CRAIGIE (AUSTRALIA). sy rosT 3. or 7Sc. FeEm aNNuN,

TREASURER: TeLerHONE: ABBEY 66685
ASHLEY MITCHELL. TeLeGraMs EULAV, PARL, LONDON.
SECRETARY:

4 GREAT SMITH STREET,
WESTMINSTER,
LONDON, S.W.1.

A. W. MADSEN, B.Sc,
ASSISTANT SECRETARY:

g

T, 13th Lecember, 1946,
.,

g

Lear spna George,

It is some time since I had your very kind and most interesting
'ebter of Qctober 30th, But now I have got my Dictaphone in good
order and have got busy with numevous letters., There is a tremendous
batch of them from oversesns anrd these letters make me very proud
to think chat T sm sitting here as it were in the centre ol things
enjoying the privilege of conversatious with so ma.y wonderful friends.

I gave #shley NMitchell a whole batch or these letters to reud
and he ia passing them on to Mr ¥iifrid Harrison so that both of
them c¢oan have some couception of uhe "conversations by vost" which
take place, As soon as 1 have finished answering the new batch these
good friends will have a lock also st this further collection,

To=morrow Lily and I are having lunch with Peguy Jnlder and shortly
arter, in n few days, Peggy oand her mobther and the two children konald
and B roara will be 4t our home spencing a sunday afcernoon, What
a uremendous lot we have to talk about going over the personral history
of the last l'ew yearsl

frnold Schwartz, Pegey's husoand, is 1ikely teo be able Lo make
a visit to this Jountry very soolu, Feggy nas gZot her ola job in London
and is very happy. +<he has quite settled down, because the btwo
c¢hilaren have been sent to school iun iWimbledon.

I can well believe that you have had o thrilling time in Mew York
with 011 those famous Statesmen roaming abouc QQF sity and making
their proclamations ol oLe sort or amnother, Bul These Statesmen have
little it any understanding oi the ceeper causes ™ot snr and of the
solutio: which will lena the world bto real peace and real prosperity.

You ask me a number oif question: some¢ ol which I am not able to
answer, You ask whether I am acguainted with V,K, Krishna Menoi:,
but I am not acquainteéd with him or with his standing. Also you ask
about Kenceth kairfax but T have heard nothiag of him for a number
of years, I believe he was engaged upown one of the lurge papers
propbably it was the weekly John Bull: and the last time I did speak
with him I found that he had become quite a sommunist,

/I was




I wos pleaged Lo get cthe report of the planting of the oai tree
in Sentral pPark, 'That wons o grand thing which Agnes did and she has
all our worm Congragtulations,

In the present "TFand & Liberty" I have made mention of the display
about the School wiilch was in » bip window irn one of the New York
stores, I hope that will hsve brought wany and new studenbs TIor Lhe
achool,

You ask whebther it is Gthe case thob unused luwd in Fngloand is
fres from tex, That 1s btrue, However velunble & picce may be, if
it is not used it is assessed vs huving ne value at all because gur
standard of sassesament is the rent which any property could comm:nd
if 1t were let f'or a year in its existing condition, Aczordingly
by that definition no rent could be ¢btained for land which has no
improvencnts upon 1t sud theefore 1% is free from any assessmsnt,
rlso i there 1s lund with suy buil ing upen it and that building
stends emply without an ogcupans than bhese premises are excmpted
from any taxvtion, The only excepbion to all this is that when o
person dies his estate is valued for denbth duty and it is only i
these circumstanses chat any vaiuable unused land is subject to
taxation. 1 will send you iir Douglas's pamphlet which is entitlied
"rating and Toxation in the Housing Scens™, It describes very
faithfully our present teax system,

Y@ do not near much from Mr Douglas now, He is sn extremely
busy man as Governor otf Malte and or the other hand he .ever wag 8
man Lo write leng letters. He has as his secretary Arthur Batty one
of ths most brilliiant young men.in the Single Tax System and so we
have lost two able wmen sa tar as the work of the movement in this
Country is Concerned, Bubt of course both of them will be back some
time or other,
The latest section of your "Sitizen of the #orld" which T have
is Mo, 12 in lko. 2 Volume 5 January 1945 of the Journaly of Zconomics
and Soliology. But T have veceived the Journdl ibksell, I menn the
whole volume, for Appll 1946, July 1946 and Ocbober 1946, That brines
your biography of Henry George down bto bthe "Sullivan Jontroversy'.

Please tell the Hditor ol the Journal "Hconomics aud Sécsiology
that the followiig numbers sare miscine from my set of volumes and I
should much like to have them, they are: Volume 4 October 1844,
January, 1940, fpril 1936 and July 1945, ~lso Volume 5 October 1940
and January 1246. I do wish T had much mors time for rsading becauss
there sare miny excallent articles in these Jouraals wihrich T should
ilke to wmake use of in "Land & Liberty".

weonwhlile as 1 weite, the-e is o great tolisstion of matter to
De lookud inmte incluai.: all the raw mstewrial ror the wuext issue of
"Langa % Liverty", Fortunsbely however we fve much better situnbed now
in the oftice becuuse we have a new Assistant in &tne person of




dJr Vo, Bl B Cand nalso 8 lady Shorthardd Pypis
Mr v, H. Blundel] i nlso o lady ZShortt Py
just ts Lhe sinfr insroases so douvs Loe work and
Mg Lo vere leisare L uaad Lo have,

10 leid shon T I s b

I agres wibth you thei you oud I cught to be
from Padaington to Flymoubh so that we sould howvs
witn cune anobther,

oot paner of mine whick was given the

AL
has Deen puwlivhed in powchleb loivm aad I

armest wisnes for o Goog Dow Yaor

Lily and Jean gladly joirn,

Yours iver,
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