Karl Marx on
Henry George

The Neue Zeit publishes In an ar-
ticle on the “Labor Movement in the
United States,” = letter written by
Kar] Marx in 1881 te a friend in
New York who had sent him a copy
of George’s book “Progress and
Poverty.” - The passages from the
letter that refer to the single tax are
ingtructive reading for =1l those who
pay more than guperficial attention
to the evolution of social economics,
besides being highly inieresting com-
ing from the founder of scientific po-
litical economy and so keen a eritic
as Karl Marx; This is what he says:

- London, Sﬁne 20, 1381 ——'vBefore
your copy of I-Ienry George’s book
reached ‘me, I h,ad_ received two
others. - I-shall here limit mySelf o
a very short expression of -opinios:
In point gf theory, the man is a bacis«
number.‘ "He has no inkling of the
nature ot “sarplus value ™ Fulhuwiig
the example of English writers, but
fdllovging even these far in the rear;
he takes up his time’ “with speculalion
upon the compopent paris of surplus
value—upen pront, rent, interest,
cte. His fundamental dogma is {hat
order “~would prevail were ground
rent paid to the state. {(You will find
allusions to that scheme In the Com-
munist Manifests zwmong the transi-
tionsl steps therein meutioned.}

This fheory originated with  the
bourgeois -or  capitalist sconomist:
“Apart frem similar propositions ad-
vanced . foward: the end of the 18th
century, it was first brought forth by
‘the radical foliowers of Ricardoe im
mediately after his death. As fap
back as 1847, in my erticle against
Proudhon, I said upor thai subject:

“We can conceive how economists -
witl: them:, and among others, a cer-:

such as Mill (the elder, namely, not
“his son John Stuart, who repeats his
theary in a modified form), Cherbul-
lez, Hilditch and others have de-

‘tional colisctivists,”

manded that rent be turned over to
the state to the end of removing tax-
ation.  This is the frank expression
of hatred which the industrial capi-
talist entertaing for the land owner
who scemss to him a useless and su-
perflious entity in the scheme of
bourgesis or. capitalist production.”
We ocurselves, as stated above, in-
corporated ~ this appropriation of
ground rents by the state among’
numerous other - irsmsitional mee-
sures, all of which; a5 stated i the
Manifesto, are, . and of ‘necessity
must be, fall of contmdicuon
To.turn this desideratum of the

radical Lnghsh bmlrgems economists-

into the Socialist panacesd, to explain
the procedure whereby the contradic-
tions that are comprised in'the pres-
ent method of production were to be
sclved—that- job was first under:
taken' by Colins, a Belgian by birth
and an-old oiﬁcer of, hussars under
Vapo]con “who' subsequently, during
the “later: days of Guizot’s. adminis-
tratmn, and: thé - commencement . of
that of the lﬁsser' '*{apoleon, favored .
g ekl Brois Palty withy s e
thick volapdes. upon. his "diSGovery,
and Hkewise.upon his other. digeov-
ery that, while.it was true that there
was no Ged, yet there was an- im-

| perishable: hamsm soul, and that. ani-

mals bad. ug “ieehngﬂ, becaunse, if
they did. they must: algo have a soul,

in which case ws.were aII cannibals,
and such 4 thing as.a Kingdom of-
Justice could never.be founded npon
the earth, Coling's anti-private prop-
erty in lzbd thepryitogether with his
theory uwpon the soni; éte., hag been

preached for years and still preached

monthlz by the Faris' Philosophie de
Pidvenir %3 his few strviving follow-
ers, -rvost of -
Thesé pesple styl'e_,themselves ra-
and they have
bestowed their praise apon George.

After  these, contempdraneously
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tain Russian banker and guondam
lottery collector -of Fast- Prussia,
Samter by name, a numskall, has is-
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OF CAPITALISM,

“he shonld have

retie.

-whom are Belgians.:

sued -a thick volumie in which this
sort of “socialism” is ground out.
All these “socialists,” Coling "in--
‘claded, have this point in common,
that they allow wage labor, i.e., the

.capitalist system of production, to

continue, and by juggling with words
feol themselves into the notion that
by the conversion of the ground remt
‘into a state tax all the illg of the
capitalist system of production.

_would vanish of their own accord. In_
‘other words, the whole thing is sim-

ply an atterapt, douched with So-
clalism, TO RESCUE THE RULE
in fact, TO
REAR IT ANEW UPON A FIRM-
EE BASIS THAN ITS PRESENT
ONE - A
'Phis cloven hoof, together with’
the donkey's ears, peeps unmistak-
ably out of the declamations of Hen-
ry George, only that, with him. it is
all the less pardonable, seeing ihat
turned the question -
around and asked himself: “How did
it happen that in the United States,
‘where (relatively speakmg, fe., in.
eemmoss ~with oivitireds E‘l‘?‘ﬂpt)
the land was and:to a certain degree

“{again relatively speaking) is still

accessible to the masses, the capital-

ist gystem and its correlative enslave-

ment of the working class have de-
veloped more rapudly and shameless-
lv than in any. other country ?”

Tor the rest, Henry Ggorge__seems
to.be wholly ignorant of -the history .
of the early American anti-renters, -
who were rather practical than theo- .
Otherwise he is a talented
writer, not without the Yankee talent

161 advertismg, as is shown by his

article pn California in the Atlentic.
Furthermore, there is about him that
repulsive_ presumptuonsness and
boastfulness which are the unmis-
takable characteristics of all sudh
hucksters. of panaceas.
Fraternally,
Karl Marx.

{Republished from the People of
June 5, 1892.)




