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| Federal Lands ?
? Tu Postwar

y 4. Rupert Mason

TIME, INC., is makinty it clear
] 1 nufmbﬂl _,one.. home Aront,
5'110‘“18111 is expose anda try to
stop the ‘‘puisch” for centralizing
all the functions of government in

[problem 15 Ho expose=and try 1o
{stop the “putsch” for centralizing
ail the funct«ons of government in
i the Federal’ Congress, and to abol-
ish the powers and duties of the
states. K A

‘/Ianuestly the pressure for such
‘a revolution, is supplied largely if
inot solely by the present appro-
priators of innt who are keenly
aware of the:power each state pos-
sesses to comipel the private own-
rers of land g to help support the
I'state.

All three“fspeakers on today’s
University of Chicago Round Ta-
ble advocated a decrease in federal
taxes, and an increase in federal
responsibilities and expenses. Not
one of them even hinted that the
states can or should help in anyi
way to collect revenue for any.
public purpose or that exempting
‘land from taxation can only sewe
to increase the incentive of t’he
title holder to do nothing. 1

There can be little doubt that
vast amounts of land have been:
and will ke gropped by holders of
titie, . who £ 1 to pay the taxes due
R : it'nfy .or city, as re-
d by Iaw These lands, in ad-
0 thé vast amount of land
now held if¥ public ownership by
the federal gnd state governments,
afford a great frontier, offering !
genuine oppértunity for returning
soldiers and <a|lozs thru the med-;
ium of democzatl.,ally planned com-
munities and co-operatives paying
ground rent 'to the state. These
tax-escheated and public owned
lands will either be administered
to provide jok opportunities for tha
cetutning - soidiers, or titles will
Re acquired “hy land speculators
and tax—c’cnrlrac@vencnxs who will
then have the veterans at their
merey. L i

I would be » glad to compare
notes with re s of the HENRY
GEORGE NEWS wha are willing
to attack this problent. Tt may well
prove to be the ‘opportunity to do !

something” that so many of usi
have long been hoping for. i
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