MASSACHUSETTS SIHGLE TAX LEAGUR

b

ARNNUAL REPORT

The Secretary submits the folleowing brief susmary of the Leagus’s
activities during the past year.

LEAGUE MEETINGS

Hov, 29 o Deec. 1, 1912 - - FELS FUND CONFERENCE

The League made prsliminary arrangements for the conference and
ageisted in carrying it through. A full report of the conference
will be found in the early numbers of the Fels Fund Bulletin and in
the Public of Dec. 6, 1912,

Dec. 20, 1912 ~ ~ SINGLE TAX DINKER

Hinety-one members and guests were present at a dinner in a
Cambridge restaurant. John Z. White was the speaker. Literaturs
was distributed and several new members joined the League.

Moreh 15, 1913 - - SINGLE TAX DINNER

About ninety members snd friends met at dinner in a Beston res-
taurant. John Z. White was again the speaker. Literature was
sold end given away and several new members joined the League.

¢

MEMBERSHIP

The membership of the League has increased during the past year
from about one hundred to two hundred esleven. In addition to the
membership of the League, about two hundred have signed enrcolment
cards indicating substantial approval of the immediate ends for
which singletaxers are siriving.

EXBCUTIVE COMMITTER

The Bxecubive Committee has gradually increased its membership
from ten to itwenty-seven, the average belng twenty-four. Sixtesn
eetings have been held with an averags attendance of ten, or 4R9.

Through the agency of the Exescutive Committes, its fficers and
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sub-committees, a great varlety of singletax work has been carried on.
A stock of literature was procured early in the ssason. BSev

nundred each of the *Stop Taxing® leaflet, Henry George’s "The Single
Tax, What It Is and Way We Urge 1t%, the Grensll pamphlet and the
Rusby pamphlet have been distrituted at meetings and by mail in re-
sponss to reguests. Avout = nundred copies in the aggregate of
"Progress and Poverty®, "Protsction or Free TradeW®, ¥The Dhortest
Roand to ths Single Tax® and Post’s "The Land Question® have been
sold or given away on reguest.
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SPEAKERS

Tast £a2ll a cireular letter was sent fo civie
church clubs, trads unicns, business men's assomiaﬁiomsg et¢., of -
fering to supply speakers on the singletax. This w
later by arother circular anpouncing thab Jehn Z. White was avall-
aple for addressing meetings. About twenty-five of the meetings
held mey be considered as directly resulting from these circulars,
This fall a similar circular has been sent cut to a larger
et of eorganizations inecluding the fGranges, and it was seni sar-
er in the zessson then last year. A correspondingly larger num-
r of replies is expected.

The Becretary has records of iorty»ore meetings in all held
st year, arranged, for the mu&n part, through officers of the
agUe . The atitendancs m R to 250, with an average of
7 ' Whits was hha *Wenty ~four of thess mepst-
one exception, by msmbars
g literaturs was distribui-
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PUBLICATIONS

Begides the "Steop Taxing® leaflet which the League published,
the Bxecutive Committes has recently authorized the @ubliaatien of
s small pamphlet called "Taxation Blunders and Their Lsmcav", g re-
print from an article by L., J. Joknson in the July 12 pumber of
Harper's Weekly. The League has alsc undertaken to ccmpile and
publish the opsn letltsr of Gov. Foss attacﬁing the singletax plank
in the P:ogre851ve Party platform together with the letters and
editerials in reply thereto which agpear@d in several newspapers.
Both of these will be valuable additions to our supply of literature.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

The other activities of the Leagus have been carried on large-
1y by the officers and members as individuals. Space does not
permit the enumeration of many details, but a few kinds of work
may be mentioned as they carry suggestions. These include

Writing timely letters to the newspapers and to
individusles. Ar. instance of this occcurred when Gov.
Fosg atiacksd the singletax (referred to above). Let-
ters replying to Gov. Foss appeared in several papers,
some written by officers and members of ths Lesague.

Securing new members and enrolments.

A few officers of the League were instrumental in
placing a plank in the Biate platform of the Frogres-
sive Party opening the way for classification of pro-
perty for taxation and for home rule in taxation in
order that cities and towns may have power to tax land
at 8 higher rate than improvementis thereon.



What is perhaps the most imporitent work to bs dowe
&t the present stage of the movemsnt in Massachusetts, viz
gpreading singletax doctrine through personsl explanstion
to frisnds and acgual ntzﬁﬂ es &t opporituns moments, and
gatting themr lined up for service as members of the Lesgue.
A larpge enrolment e gL importance 8 & meag-
ure of cur own strength gource of funds and moral
support in furt“eflnq ou 2ign of education.

Two members of i Committee, with the oc-
cagional assistance L%ﬂ”” have conducted open alr meei-
inge on Bosten Common Ly Bunday during the past

ia 7

Tn all these individual activities the League aims to assist by
gupplying literature and moral support and in any other way that 1t
can be of service.

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE

Plane for the coming season Include an increasingly vigorous

continuation of present work and contemplate several nsw lines.
planned to make at the H.E. Indus-

The exhibit which the Leagus
trizl and Bduecational Expositicon this falil and which was post
0 i

trizl and gele
when the Exposition iitself was poestponed, will some day materialize.

By way of building up the organization, the League hopes for
the development of loeal singletax clubs and intends to provide a

plan for their affiliation with ths Leagus.
It seems desirable in the near future to emplicy a pormanent paid
Secretary; how near depends upon the rapidity of the Lesgue’s growth.
It is hoped that a sort of news service can be Instituved which
wiil supply members of the Lesggue with information as to the latest

progress of the singletax movement iIn this country. It will include
for instance, mailing to members coples of campaign litersture from
the states where S1n¢1 etax is a political issue. Other means of

inf&rmlmg members will be utilized from time to time.

FINANCIAL :

Some of the Lsague'’s activities reguire no funds. These are most-
1y the irndividual act ties and they will be carried om te the extent
that the mombers can give time and energy to them. Others rsquirs
printing, ststicasry and p stage, or involve the expenses of speaksrs
and halls ard these are limited only by the contributions of members ‘
of the League. The dﬁﬁ'&l dues are placed low at a deollar in order :
that none may be denied membership on account of expense. Bubl many '
contribute in addition 4o their dues to the extent that thiey believs
the work is worih while and their purses afford.
Hersto is sppended the Treasurer's regurt which will make clsar the
sources of the Leagus’s rsvenuse and the distributicon of its expendi-
tures.,

JOHN R. NICHOLS, Becretary
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SINGLE TAY LEAGUE.
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$297.56
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