CALIFORNIA COURT.....

child in the state has a fair crack at educa-
tional resources.”

Legislation to replace the dependence
of public schools on local property taxes
and replace the taxes with a uniform state
property tax is now pending.

Under the uniform state property-tax
proposal, funds collected by the tax would
be redistributed to the local school district
on an equal per-pupil basis. In Los
Angeles, such a redistribution would cut
property taxes about 22 cents per $100
assessed valuation and give the schools an
additional $25 million in funds, propo-
nents of the measure contend.

Pointing to the inequities of the present
system, Riles notes that a city such as
Beverly Hills “can tax its citizens $2.60
per $100 assessed valuation and come up
with $1,500 per child in school, and in the
same county the city of West Covina taxes
$4.30 per $100 and raises less than $700
per child.

Suits similar to the California action al-
ready have been filed in Michigan, New
Jersey, Texas, and Wisconsin. Riles pre-
dicts that the decision “will have nation-
wide impact because every state but
Hawaii finances their schools in the same

a1

way.

Michigan Amendment

As reported in the August News, a state
constitutional amendment to all-but abo-
lish local property taxes for education is
pending in Michigan. The amendment
would make the state’s general treasury
the sole support for Michigan education
from kindergarten through twelfth grade.

“] shudder to think of the gyrations
we’d have to go through to come up with
a new system,” declared Kenneth
Hamilton, executive finance director of
the Philadelphia school system.

“we'd be in a real fix,” told a spokes-
man for the Wyoming Department of Pub-
lic Instruction.

[Editor’s note: There is here a genuine ide-
ological conflict, given the desire for equal
opportunity and the intention to tax only
natural or community created value. While
there can be no certainty that the quality
of education is the same for each dollar
spent, such disparity of outlays from dis-
trict to district as stated above must result
in some children receiving markedly better
instruction than others.

David Hume is credited with having
characterized socialism as the reduction of
everyone's pace to that of the slowest., Re-
gardless of the accuracy of his observation,
the California court’s decision could have
the effect of leveling educational facilities
throughout the state by reducing the
better ones to something below the pre-
sent average.

Moreover, there is the hint in many of
the comments about the decision that

George’s “Lenets Applied
In Study of Government

The following is excerpted from “Human
Nature and the Management of Society”
an essay by high school senior Jill
Matichak, a student in Harry Pollard’s
Classical Analysis course, required by a
Los Angeles school.

Man has formulated and lived under
many forms of government in his desire to
achieve the perfect society. His inherent
nature has determined, to a great extent,
the kinds of governments under which he
has existed.

Society is defined as a closely integrated
group of individuals held together by
mutual dependence and exhibiting division
of labor. It is necessary to examine the
separate members of the group as well as
the society itself when discussing the
merits of social organization. The psychol-
ogy of human behavior on an individual
level, however, is a complex and as yet
unsolved problem. The Classical Analysists
of the Henry George school of thought
have developed two axioms of human
nature that are quite accurate in asserting
a general thesis that is compatible with the
current theories of prominent psycholo-
gists. These two postulates arc: Man’s de-
sires are unlimited and Man seeks to satis-
fy his desires with the least possible exer-
tion. though there is no concrete proof of
these statements, supportivc evidence can
be found in every century of recorded
history. The desires of a creative and
progressive society are never fulfilled. It is
this very fact, however, that supports the
second axiom of the Theory of Classical
Analysis. Because man seeks to satisfy his
desires with the least possible exertion, it
is possible to believe man will someday
reach the stars, for the incentive to find an
easier way has already brought us a long
way from the discovery of the wheel and
we are still moving. On an individual level
the basic desire of each person is survival.
The search for food, shelter, and water has
necessarily been a primary concern of each
new civilization that comes into existence.
The competition for the necessities of life
has been a chief factor in the growth of
nations for it has been either the wealth-
iest or the mightiest who have survived to

labor products as well as community-
created values will be subject to levy. And
there is a question as to whether trans-
ferring the imposition of the property tax
to the state level will improve matters. By
removing authority from local hands and
shifting responsibility to distant officials,
assessments might become even more dis-
parate than they are, and the tendency to
levy on labor products even greater than at
present. |

populate the world. It is at this point,
however, that we encounter the serious
questions concerning human nature that
must be answered, or at least theorized, in
order to continue further discussion. In
the fight for survival, who theoretically
has the right to survive? Should the
wealthiest or the mightiest be the sur-
vivors, or should there be other criteria on
which to base the question of survival.

The Declaration of Independence states
that all men are created equal. It is ob-
vious that taken in the literal sense, this
statement is not true. People are born with
more intelligence, good looks or skill than
others and that will always be the pattern
of life. It is possible, however, for people
to have equal opportunities and equal
rights where society is concerned. Accord-
ing to many great philosophers there are
certain rights that can neither be granted
nor contracted; they are inherent in the
organism from birth and no man can have
more “‘rights” than another.

Society and Survival

The basis of freedom is economic self-
sufficiency. The person or group which
controls the means of production and dis-
tribution of goods, and therefore the
wealth of a society, is in control. Survival
is the basic desire of man and, therefore,
the person controlling the means of survi-
val controls the society. In accordance
with the premise that all people enjoy
equal rights, the opportunity for con-
trolling the means of production and dis-
tribution of goods should belong to all
people. This is not a strike against capital-
ism, it is instead a statement in favor of
such a system. The laissez-faire capitalism
of the 19th century liberals was the most
free and equal form of economic oppor-
tunity and organization in existence. The
rugged individualism advocated by the lib-
erals complements the Classical view that
men will seek their unlimited desires in
their own ways on an individual basis.

The mutual cooperation of the Free
Market attempts to insure equality in cco-
nomic opportunity. As men seek to satisfy
their desires with the least amount of exer-
tion they will attempt to maximize their
returns by exchanges. There will be no
need for laws or police to force men to
conform, since they will act according to
their natures. Competition will set the
prices at the cheapest level. Reputation
will insure high quality merchandise, for
deliberate cheating may result in loss of
customers the following year. It will be in
the self-interest of the educated employer
to provide good wages and good working
conditions for his employees in order to
assure good production. It will be in the



self-interest of each capitalist to enforce
payment of debts and policies of fair ex-
change.

This type of society management is ob-
viously very idealistic and looks good on
paper, but is a different matter entirely in
practice. Though the ideal situration
would be to have a government of author-
ity that commands respect and obedience
by the consent of the general public, in
many instances this is not feasible. Man’s
unlimited desires can often be easily ful-
filled through unethical or immoral prac-
tices. It is good to say the market will take
care of the fraudulent businessmen, but
with the immense population in the world
today, there is always a sucker who can be
taken in by a catchy slogan and a smooth
line. Though it is true that welfare, social
security, labor unions and other such
socialistic practices would not be needed
in a truly free society, there must be a
respected group of individuals with power
enough to protect the rights of individuals
guaranteed by freedom from persons who
could easily escape the natural punishment
of the market.

In a more practical sense, it is necessary
to grant government the power to control
natural monopolies of location. The utili-
ties and road construction are two impor-
tant examples.Competition in the water or
sewer industry would cause innumerable
problems by using up land, which is an
essential part of individual freedom, for
many companies and intricate systems of
pipes. In the sense of pure convenience,
government organized systems of transpor-
tation would enable producers to send
their products to the consumers in an effi-
cient and expedient manner.

Least Government

“That government is best that governs
least™ is still a good basis on which to
judge sociai management. In the structur-
ing of a new government, man must be
careful to limit the power given to the rul-
ing institution. In fulfilling his desires with
the least possible amount of exertion man
will, according to his nature, fight for his
survival by serving his own interest. In pur-
suing his self interest he will improve the
conditions of his neighbors or workers,
not because he is concerned, but because
he is inspired by the profit motive. His
incentive to produce and distribute, how-
ever, can become a dangerous infringe-
ment on the rights of others. In his
attempts to find the easiest way he may
resort to immoral or unethical practices,
from which the average citizen needs pro-
tection. Government, in some form, must
exist preferably as combination of power
and authority. It must be the product of
the indivduals over whom it will rule and
determined by the laws of human nature
with the power to protect the individual
rights and freedoms implied by man’s
rational ability the choose.

from the editor’s
notebook

A PARABLE

In an age when New York Times’ colum-
nist Russel Baker can note, without fear of
contradiction, that “economics” is prob-
ably the ugliest if not the most boring
word in the English language, I find myself
wildly excited in anticipation of the sort
of entertaining novels (with a land value
theme) that Henry George Foundation
Trustee Newcomb’s offer of publishing
assistance will draw.

Cynics might say “economics” and
“entertainment’’ are mutually exclusive. I
hold the two are a strange but attainable
mix, and I offer the following parable as
proof. It is pure fiction; any resemblance
of its characters to persons living or dead
is purely coincidental and entertaining.

... And it came to pass that in the eighth

month the Grand Vizer teleported himself
into the hearts and homes of the populace,
and told them: “‘Let there be cold...™
for 90 days, anyway, * ... for what our
market aspect needs is a good shot in the
arm,”
And the populace heard him, and
pardoned the expression, and were con-
fused. But they surveyed their winter gear,
and finding it suitable they all agreed that
they would use neither more heating oil
nor less, and that they would look forward
to the day when the cold would wane.

All of them agreed, that is all but
George, the Plumber (who insisted that
some of the populace had more fuel than
they needed, while others had too little),
and Ajax, from the Grand Vizar’s cabinet
(who had been promised more fuel only
moments before the broadcast).

Now the Grand Vizar appointed his
nine-headed watchdog, named Task Force,
to make sure that no one was over-oiled.
And this placated the Plumber somewhat.
However, he and Ajax-from-the-cabinet
had been long-time adversaries, because
some years earlier (the exact circum-
stances are uncertain), Ajax had com-
plained that the Plumber was getting too
strong, and too dirty, and he was having to
clean up his mess too often, Still seething
from this insult, the Plumber announced
that if Ajax were given the oil he was so
loudly demanding, he, the Plumber, would
“gum up his works.”

The Grand Vizer was a fair man (not to
be confused with mediocre) and also
clever. He knew that if Ajax left him it
would be one more good man down the
drain. So he told Ajax that instead of
more fuel, he would let him use his winter
house in Southern California for the dura-
tion of the “freeze.” The winter house was

not only situated in a warm climate, it was
constructed primarily of insulated glass,
and would keep him sufficiently warm and
mollified.

Ajax considered this offer, and agrecd—
if he were allowed to sit on the Grand
Vizer’s throne which was housed there.
The Grand Vizer happily agreed, since the
throne was of bamboo, a cheap Japanese
import which he bought before the fuel
shortage.

That Ajax was nestled comfortably in
the rattan throne did not sit well with the
Plumber, George, who had already found
this business of compensating goods and
services quite taxing.

He gathered his minions, who chartered
a plane, boarded it, and flew it straight
into the heart of the winter house. The
result was a lot of noise, a lot of wasted
fuel, and a lot of broken glass. Ajax spent
the rest of the freeze scouring the country-
side for another boss.

The moral? When it is cold out, people
who live in glass houses shouldn’t stow
thrones.

Letters

Sir:
1 wonder what the Henry George School
of Social Science is coming to? What do
you call this H.G. News received here to-
day? No explanation as to why the format
change? Only one signed article. No state-
ment of policy. Smaller type. You must be
kidding with this sheet. No letters to the
editor?

Carl Shaw

Westpoint, N.Y.

A subscriber of twenty years

Sir:

The slate of fall courses at the School is a
great surprise, and not too soon in coming.
That the ideals of Henry George will fin-
ally be linked to current events and
trauma is gratifying to someone like me
who has been the recipient of a thousand
questioning glances when I mention that
man’s name in discussions. I am proud to
note that the faculty is expanding to in-
clude some of the most outstanding edu-
cators in the area, like Mr. Netzer, and
some career people who, if anyone, can
explain how to survive in New York City.

Sir:

The current dispute among the Mets, the
Mayor, and the Yankees makes me wonder
if you'd even be wise to buy center ficld at
Shea Stadium,

Carol Coleman
New York, N.Y.



