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Who's Who in | Georgism

William Niasley McNair was born in
Middletown, Pa., October 5, 1880. After
receiving his A.B., degree from GQettys-
burg College, he was graduated {rowm ihe
University of Michigan Law School in
1903, and was ddmitted to the bar in
Pittsburgh in 1904.

In that year he became interested in
the philosophy of Henry George through
the influence of a fraternity brother,
Newton D. Baker, at that time City So-
licitor in the adminisiration of Tom L.
Johnson., Georgist mayor of Cleveland.

At the suggestion of the Georgist lec-
turer, John Z. White, McNair ran for
Distriet Attorney of Alleghéhy County
in 1907 as an opportumty to talk the pro-
gram of Heury Gaorge. In 1911 he Was
nominated by the Democratic Party for
.a . State office. In 1921 he poliled 20,~
000 votes for mayor of Pittsburgh- against
the .usial 5060 for a Démocratic eandi-
ddte. In 1928 he received nearly & mil-
lion votes for United States Senator.

In, 1933 McNair was again runmng fm-
_office and talking ecohomic rent, The
Roosevelt landsiide surprised everybody
(mcludmg McNair) by landing him in
the Ma¥or's chair, After two énd 4 half
heétic years he was forced into a posic
- tion where he would either have to be-
come the fpol of a political machme or
leave office. Fe chiose the latter courde
and resigned in October, 1936

Durmg his admlmstratlon he encour-
aged study in the Plttsburgh Extenswn
of the HGSSS. Over 1000 students took
. the basic coutss durmg that penod Smce
leavmg office, he hag taug’ht & number
of ‘classes, and has made many falks
*that brought in shidents.

MoNair was married in 1014 W@ his

two daughters, Helei and Bétig.




