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The Necessity of Repetition
Charles W, Mears in “The Paper Book”

ALY, the fundamental truths were written long ago.
There was nothing new under the sun io the daye of He-
*eleiastes and there has beennothing asically new at any
sime sinee, Our novelties are merely high derivatives—
changed forms and expressions of old matter, bt still
obeying old and eternal laws.

Tead any modern man's bright intellestaal product
" and vou read only what other men in other lands and
obher ages have known and spoken.

Vet I charge no modern man with plagiarism or necd-
jess repetition. The eternal laws endure, but the know-
ledge of them must each carth-born individual learn in
his own iime. And uniess he learns them from his con-
temporaries, his living teachers, he will not learn them
at all, since the old knowledge iz fsr too voluminons for




any of us individesily to theesh it out, [ ence we nead to
Lbave the old traths gpoken afresh as though they were
wholly new, as indeed they sre at some period in every

dividuals |
We too readily believe thai what we know must nee-

ily be known to others, to man ¥ others, I net {0 sl
5. Nothing could be fess tre,

Lach generation is separately tavghi the multiplication
table, beenuse like all other knowledge it is not hereditary
orinnute, One not taught the multiplieation table simply
doss not know it Sruilarly with all truths, however ane-
tent and fundamental, Today nobody invents the mulsi-
plication table: it iy mply repeated a5 of old, This Fep-
slition enriches the sworld, We coutd vot do without it
And are there not other truths ag binding ss the muiti-
plication table, and does not he render a serviee who
utters them o those who haven't heard—to those to
whom his repetition is not repetition af all, but s come
Pletely new message?

Cireat, useful, vital, fherefore, is the printing press,
whose chief glory isits power of rapid repetition—spread-
ing broadeast, inexpensive ¥, uccurately, its messages of
information, instruction, inspiratinn, wisdom-—— messages
whith otherwise would vemain praciically unuttered, the
unexpressed posseasion of the faw, :

Everything in the world is new to the new persen,

You may have been in business a long time, but to the
ian who has never heapd of you, your business is not vet
born. Therefore, if you would move forward ond conguer,
forget how much you know about your own business gnid
consider how little the other fellowes know undil after vou
have told them,

Thew eall in vour printer.
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