REFORMING PARLIAMENTARY
DEMOCRACY

E. P MIDDLETON reviews A. E. Mander's new book

‘OUR GHAM DEMOCRACY'™

and finds it bristling

with new and novel ideas for the attainment of the
ideal machinery of government.

@ A society in which the governing body {partiament)
is freely chosen by majority-vote in secret baliot, and
is subject to re-election at intervals of not more than
twa or three vears,

@ The executive government (the ministry) must be
cirectly responsible to parliament, from which it de-
rives its authority and to which it is entirely subject.
& The franchise must be the right of svery citizen
who possesses such personal qualifications as are
regarded as normal among the people of that
country at that time. (But this does not imply that
every person who s antitled to vote must be com-
pelled to do so.

@ Reliable news and other factual information on all
subjects of public concern must be readily available
to the public. Such information must never he sup-
pressed, distorted, over-emphasised, played down,
stanted, or mixed with comment — to sult govern-
ment, or to suit any political party, or any financial,
commercial, industrial, religious, or other sectionai
interest in the community,

@ On every public guestion with political signifi-

cance, both sides (regardless of their ability to pay
for it) must enjoy equal opportunities of putting their
case before the public.

® Every citizen must enjoy a right to express his
opinion, and the grounds for such opinion, on any
subject whatsoever,

® Every group or section of the peopie, and likewise
the representatives of any commercial, industrial,
i . labour, or other sectional inferest or
concern, must have the right to state a case or make
a request — publicly but not privaiely or secrelly
— to the government.

@ All proceedings of parliament mus! be public. And
parliamentary procedures must be such as 1o en
courage members — after hearing the facts and
arguments on both sides fairly presented and dis-
cussed — to vote each according to his own personal
judgment,

® Parliament must be the supreme authority in the
nation. Its decision must be final and not sublect to
being overrulad by any court-of-law, ar by any other
institution, or by any person or section of the com-
munity.

& All information available to the government on
any subject (except only information which could be
useful to a foreign enemy in case of war, and inform.
ation concerning the private life of a n_ﬁwq:_ must
be available to parliament,

@ Finally it is essential that a substantial propor-
tion of the electors shall be educated; actively in-
tarested in matters of public importance: and imbued
with a sense of real and significant participation in
the nation’s political iife,
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