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underwrite all iransportation taxes and a modified Townsend "“Old
Age Pension' appropriation and ““Take Taxes Out of Prices” by a
levy on the several states equal to 234 per cent on all land values,
wurban and rural; not structures or other improvements, annually.
Such a start toward putting down foundations by shifting one tax
item only each biennium would be conservative progress and 100
per cent American. We could then evaluate its worth. Jobs would
soon be seeking workers instead of the workers hunting jobs. Then,
and not until then, wages and time employed per day, week, month
and year will come into their just share of the productive and in-
dustrial income. If and when we exempt all transportation facilities
from all taxes we will be well on the road to economic and social security
for everybody.
—CHARLES J. LAVERY.

McNair Fights Back

N a series of articles running in the Pittsburgh Sun Telegraph, Hon.

William N. McNair bares the rackets of Pittsburgh under the
protection of the politicians, and strikes some telling blows in news-
paper English. He says the yearly profits from organized and
protected racketeering in Pittsburgh would total two million or
more, ‘‘probably much more.” He says: “The numbers racket
in the Hill District took in $12,000 a day. During my administration
this figure was reduced to $150 a day.”

He tells of the threats made against him, the movement for his
impeachment and the “ripper bill"” to get him out of office, He re-
views the work of his administration and what he has actually accom-
plished. He took the police out of politics and eliminated the ‘“fixer,"”
instituted a new system of assessment which relieves the small owner,
improved the administration of justice, enforced the collection of taxes
on big estates, opened the City Hall to the citizen whose property
it is, etc.,—on the whole a series of accomplishments for which he is
entitled to claim credit. Besides he tried to loosen the grip of land

. speculators. Here he was blocked.

He tells of his fight for cheaper bus fares. He says he knew all the
time he was fighting for the land speculator. But he was working as
Mayor of the city and he knew that to progress in competition with
other cities Pittsburgh must have cheaper bus fares. So he fought
for lower fares, though he knew the land speculators would benefit
more than the people.

In regard to public utilities he says: “Utility, rates are too high-
But I don't advocate government ownership. They have that in
England and it takes an hour to get a telephone connection. Nor
do I believe in taxing the utilities to death. I believe in taxing their
land sites, but I'd like to abolish all taxes on their services, because
when we tax them they either raise their rates or curtail their services."

McNair reveals how the underworld tried to buy him off. Racketeers,
knowing his ““weakness’ tried to bribe him by offering the proceeds
of their rackets to the Henry George movement. They followed him
to the Henry George Congress in New York with their offers. McNair
laughed at them.

He fired the City Treasurer, James P. Kirk, and appointed William
B. Foster in his place. The. Council refused to confirm him. The
city could not function without finances, and the salaries of teachers,
firemen, etc., were unpaid. So he got out., A further move on his
part to withdraw his resignation was later decided against him by the
courts,

That is the story McNair tells in these wonderfully interesting
articles in the Pittsburgh Sun Telegraph. His enemies were out to
get him; threats of nonfeasance in office were made if the courts
decided in his favor.

The new Mayor, Cornelius D. Scully, a life long Single Taxer, states
that the prestige of his office will no longer be used to propagate the
Georgeist cause. Or rather that is the statement made for him by

the Pittsburgh papers. Since McNait's retirement the axe has fallen
on a number of his adherents, and more are to follow.

But the net gain is that the Single Tax got on the first page of the
Hearst newspapers and the net loss to McNair is his salary of $20,000
a year!

A Visit With the Kin |
of Cobden and Bright'

NE of the most interesting experiences I had in Eng-
land, on my recent visit, was a week-end spent at
Dunford House, Sussex, the much-loved home of Richard
Cobden. |

Resting comfortably on green velvet sward and flan
by gay gardens, the house is sheltered by noble trees an
looks across the Sussex Downs (which to my amazemen
aren’t downs at all but ups rather—being a line of gentle,
pastel-tinted hills). It can accommodate some six
guests and is as entirely Victorian in atmosphere as thoug!
it had slipped from the pages of a Thackeray novel. Possibl
some of its plumbing dates it later, but the furniture
the portraits, the framed presentation illuminations
photographed groups, as well as souvenir bric-a-brac an
the books in the library, throw the setting definitely in
the period of Cobden himself.

So redolent of that great and good man is the plac
that one could almost expect to see him walk again through
the rooms he loved so well. |

How interesting it was to me, who am the only living
child of Henry George, to contact here Richard Cobden’s
only living child, a white-haired lady nearing eigh
Mrs. Cobden Unwin, and to be told by her of the evenim
my father had spent with her and her sister, long years!
back. oz

How interesting to talk here with the silver-hai
Philip Bright, only remaining child of John Bright, about
how my father had been likened to his, in his gift of ela
quence.

How interesting to meet, in this inspiring setting, Lady
Gladstone of Hawarden, the widow of the last child of
W. E. Gladstone, and to note her interest in the Cobde
tradition.

One wished for long hours of reminiscences with ea
of these delightful people, and for long quiet talks wit
one's hosts, Mr. and Mrs. Francis W. Hirst, and with
Sir Gilbert Jackson, Major Lawrence Wright, Sir Georg
Paish, Mr. Alec. Wilson and the others of the pz
some twenty-four in all; each one keen on world affa
and dedicated to the cause of universal peace, and to
destruction of trade barriers. One longed for time
explain to them one's belief that Cobden, himself, had he
lived, would have accepted the teaching of ‘‘Progress
and Poverty,” and that today their logical course, if the
hope to establish international understanding and econom
freedom, is to work for freedom of trade in production as
well as in exchange.
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| But it seemed not the hour to speak of one's religion.
Instead, I left a set of Henry George for the Cobden library
shelves and a framed quotation of Henry George’s plea
for a league of nations; knowing that these will speak
{more clearly than any uttered words to those good folk
‘who may be fortunate enough to go to Dunford House.

—ANNA GEORGE DEMILLE.

News from the
Schalkenbach Foundation

INCE the last issue of LAND AND FREEDOM appeared,
the Robert Schalkenbach Foundation has lost its presi-
dent. Elsewhere in this magazine Mr. Miller has set
forth how other people feel about Mr. Hennessy's passing,
‘but, as our own tribute, we quote the words of Mr. Philip
. Cornick, who addressed the Board of Directors on
ovember 2, as follows:

“Since the last meeting of the members of this Founda-
on, Charles O’Connor Hennessy, our president since 1927,
and one of the original members of the Foundation, has
passed away. Almost to the hour of his passing he was
actively engaged in furthering the movement instituted
y his guide, philosopher and friend, Henry George.

“As individuals we have lost a friend whom it was a
‘privilege, a delight and an inspiration to know. As
embers of the Robert Schalkenbach Foundation, we
‘have lost a leader who not only brought us successfully
‘through the most critical period which the Foundation
as experienced, but who, in spite of difficulties and ob-
~ stacles, carried on the purposes for which his friend, the
ate Robert Schalkenbach, had created the Foundation.
As members of the larger group who throughout the world
e engaged in disseminating the teachings of Henry
eorge, we have lost a devoted organizer and eloquent
idvocate whose works and whose words will live after him.
‘His passing leaves us deeply in debt to him: a debt which
e can now discharge only by taking up the burdens which
e has laid down."”

It was decided, at this Director's Meeting, to leave the
ffice of president vacant until the next annual meeting,
d to divide the duties of leadership between a first and
econd vice president. Mr. Philip H. Cornick, who has
een a director of the Foundation since 1932, and vice
yresident since 1933, has accepted the office of first vice
resident.  Mr. Albert Pleydell has been elected to the
ewly created office of second vice president. The
acancy on the Executive Committee was filled by Mr.
eonard T. Recker. :

In October 3,000 more copies of “‘Progress and Poverty”
ame off the press. This is the ninth printing from the
slates made by the Foundation. Summarizing its work
wver a ten year period, the Foundation has printed, or
purchased for resale or distribution, over sixty-seven
housand books by Henry George and related authors—

including twenty-seven thousand copies of the unabridged
“Progress and Poverty.” It is interesting to note the
scope of our distribution, which is by no means limited
to the home shores. A shipment of our very popular
Up-lo-date Primer by Bengough went to Australia recently,
and we are negotiating now to place other of our books
and some of our best-liked pamphlets in far-off Georgeist
circles. The distribution figures in themselves are some
indication of the good which has been accomplished by
the Foundation, but the extent of its service is incalcu-
lable,

During the early autumn a campaign was conducted
among 1,800 college professors and high school teachers,
with lively response. Three universities ordered class
material, a few college bookstores laid in large supplies,
and one debating body applied for literature which it
intends to put into immediate use. As a post-election
event, we waged a vigorous campaign among a small
group of California Grange Leaders whose names were
supplied by Mr. Noah D. Alper. Our letter challenged
the granger with the problem of increasing farm tenancy
and the large accumulated tax in every price the farmer
pays. In a comment to the writer today, Mr. Alper
said: “The grangers are taking a liking to this subject.”

Of still more recent origin, and very timely, is our
Christmas Gift Offer. We are selling any five of our
dollar titles for four dollars, postpaid. This should solve
the gift problem for many people, and we are looking for
a goodly response. We have prepared an attractive
folder which will go out with a letter asking our friends
to cooperate in making this a Georgeist Christmas, and
through their Christmas giving bring the word of Henry
George to those who might never, otherwise, become
acquainted with it. Our letter gives the story of Tom
L. Johnson, telling how he bought “‘Social Problems”
on a train because the conductor suggested it was a book
he ought to read, how he read it, and he lived to be one of
our great Single Tax leaders. Another Tom Johnson
may result from the Georgeist books given this Christmas.

The Foundation wishes its friends a Merry Christmas,
and a Happy New Year. Let’s all put our shoulder to
the wheel and make 1937 a Georgeist year.

V. G. PETERSON, Acting Secretary.

E see in the material provision that He has made
for men room for all, work for all, abundance for
all, and opportunities of leisure and the fullest develop-
ment for all, conditioned only on men's obedience to the
moral law that teaches us to give each his right; to do to
others as we would have others do to us.
—HENRY GEORGE AT THE FUNERAL OF W. T. CROASDALE.

HEN I first realized the squalid misery of a great

city, it appalled and tormented me and would
not let me rest, for thinking of what caused it and how
it could be cured.—HENRY GEORGE.



