Henry George: Edward McGlynn*
" By ANNA GEORGE DEMILLE

EARLY TN JANUARY, 1887, that which Henry George had long desired hap-
péned and he was able to start 4 weekly, It was welcomed by his followers
. far and near. From Mrs: William Booth of Salvation Army fame came an

enicouraging letver: i ' '

Ever since reading your books I have ardently. wished that you could see -
your wdy to some measures for more extensively circulating your views on
political and social reform; and ¥ cannot refrain from expressing my great
gratification at seeing in the Palf Mall 2 notice that you are starting a paper
for this purpose. 1 -wish you God speed, and though my peculiar position
forbids my public advocacy of your views 1 shall not fail in private circles

. to recommend your paper wherever 1 can. o
I believe you have found the true solution of our greatest social diffi-
culties, so far as any temporal solution can avail; and although the task
before you might well appall and discourage a Gabriel I believe if you are
true to the interests of righteousness in the conduct of your paper; God will
gird you for the battle and let you live to see (at least) the beginning of
yictory. : - AL : : R
Remember for your encouragement what 2 forlorn hope the crusade
against slavery must have appeared to Lloyd Garrison when he started his
little unpatronized journalX | S
Money for the new enterprise came from subscriptions paid in advance
_and a five hundred dollar loan from Thomas Briggs of London.. With
- Henry George himself as editor, William T. Croasdale, a trained newspaper
man, as assistant editor, Louis F. Post a5 special writer, and others—a staff
in all of eleven men, beside the compositors—Tbe Standard was launched.
- Believing ‘as Henry George did, in the power of truth, he proposed, in
the new weskly, to show.no lendency ta its detractors and to ask no leniency
from them, but to condict the paper wishi courage and honesty.. In his
" T'shall endeavour to be fair. to- opponents and true to friends. I do not
propose to make everything thaet m?par here square to my.own theo«
ries, but will be willing to give phice to views which may differ from my
own when they afe o stated as to be worthy of consideration.” S
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Thc outstanding fenture of the first issue was Im eight and a hal.f column
wtncle on the subject that wus attfacting intesrnational attention, entitled,
“The McGlynn Case® It mu!e a gensation. :

The Church had not alitwed the tiscussion to rest after Mouagnor Pres-
ton’s widely bmadc_sst stzmntﬁon the Supday before election day, that -

: T,anduusﬂfe”‘ Un.fmunabely, a fow |
bbishap. Cotri felt it mcumb&nt upon himself

o make an atmck ina paswnl lemr, read i all the Cathalic pulpits® and
published in_ the papers. Inthmepmdeha,belmmg:thsduty “to be

© quick i discerning dangerous mwmﬁmd@tmpz in gounding timely

~_al:mm”‘ cummendedlm bmhmm be"mgu:raamtmunmnd _

| Attt “',takmbylmmpenonhaddrawnﬁrefmmm Mcébnn -Hti'ﬁd '
'beenoqug_ordemmdkepmgpmttywellmtofthepﬂhﬁcﬂﬁei&,hm_

rrhbighs condemned asserting l:hat they were ot cm...
g oil;he(lhurch.

George had vwritten aa° open_ietmiﬂw : %
" a dignified exposition of his economic -thd owingtheir compati-
bility with moral law. Nowhemd‘eebugandfuﬁmtemenrofthe-
caaemtheﬁrs:mueofTbeStmdad, . _ g

. $Dsted Occ. 25; 1886 ’

. %Post and Leubnacher, "‘The George-Hmtt Cunp:ugn. Nﬂr York Jolm w. Lovell
Co., 1886, p. 135, :
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: thcputwkenbashopsmdcardmalsheldtbehghestpoﬂticaloﬁc in

' Getmany and ‘France and Traly, the Catholic clergy have hﬂi L moait

ﬁtlc politicidns and sometimes hold clective office. . P

st- Presidential election Dr. McGlynn made some v:gorous

_ rpeﬂk&mbehilfof theDemocranccandxdatemthoutawmdorthought
of remornmnce.”u '

sl rezframmg from al:mcl; on the Cathohc Church, I:mt bltt:eriy con-
demning the “Burbons” in the Church, George asks, apropos of McGlyan
complying with the call to Roine: “What chance would a simple priest—
& suspended priest at. that~—with his own Archbishop against him, have
" before 2 tribunal where united Ireland could barely get consideration?™®
. This, arqclc, in the first number of T'he Standerd, attracted such atten-
_ tiott 2§ to force two extra éditions of the paper. Seventy-five thousand
eomm wid. Fewm:hcrpapm espoused . the pnﬂt’s caoe; pracucal.ly
: : Arch

| “Archbuhop Comgnn has m srighs:
Glynn in the exercise of his political opinib

imdom o e::pms winch
iy American citizenship entitled himn,"2* ~And apropos of Fr. McGlynn

: -fahngunpelledtogomkme,Fr.M:hmM“%yshmldhe! He

_'u‘notaccundofsnyfmltasapnest !‘kunotaccouﬂtableenltmfor'
Iiisﬂpnmmonpohmaleconumy '
. On January 14th McGlynn was Ienwvedfrem St. Sl:ephcna. Fr. Arthor
_Doauﬂy {brother-in-law of an ex-tressurer of Tammany Hall) was ap-
~pﬁnﬁdwmwdhzm. 'I'hemumtaokpmemmmthoutnonce,‘
i sga:mtthemeﬂfdietwummds to install himself
'-mtbepﬁfmmwhchl(c(s‘lynnhadmedfor twenty years; giving the
mwhﬂemcmmamemmnsferhubooksorpap&sorpermdeﬂm'
. “Thsmd«d Jan. 8,-1887, Vol 1, No. L : ;

nmd jm 15, 1§82, Vol. 1, No. 2,
1"Ibid., Apcl 9, 1887, Vol !,_No. 4,
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Fr Donnelly proceeded then to remove Dr. McGlynn's name from his con-
fessional and later, attended by a police captain, went so far as to enter the
church and order the two of the eight assistant priests who happened to be
hearing confession, and those parishioners who had come for devotion, out
of the place. Bitterness and hysteria ran high in the vicinity of St.
Stephen'’s for Dr. McGiynn Was adorecl by his flock. Wrote George:

Archb:shop Ccu.'ngan has done his worst. and has dnne his warst in the
worst possible way. Dr. McGlynn has been removed from the church he
has built up, and from the people to whom he was the very idesl of all
that a pastor ought to be; and the removal has been accomplished by
circumstances calculated to scandalize the church outrage the’ pnest, seri-
tate the congregation and disgust the public.”® _

Mass on that first Sunday?” of Father Donnelly’s pastorate was held
under difficulties. ‘The church was bitterly cold as the engineers had re-
fused to make the fires. The choir and altar boys all h:wmg gone on stnke,
'the service was long in starting.

The afiger of thousands of Catholics was shown at a monster meeting
held in Madison Square Garden™ vo honor Michael Davitt; and which was
turned into a protest in favor of McGlynn. Through all ‘this excitement
the suspended. priest-kept a digaified silence but on the 29th of Murch he
held 2 meeting in the AcademyofMumcmddehvered a fiery address on
“The Cross-of the New Crusade” to'a Targe audience composed chiefly of
his old parishioners. Fod:luwmg thie méting 4 group formed to promulgate
education on the land question and to ‘poifit the ‘wiy to attack involuntary

_poverty. It had its inception it hé brain of Thomas L. Mchea&y ot' Tbe
Stamlard staf George exp!amed Be

The purpose of the Anu-Poverty Socsety is mot t.hat of formmg 2 new
church. It will welcome to its ranks.those of all creeds who desire to join
it. Tt is not a political society, for though its aims may be practically
realized through politics its purpose is that to which political action is
'secondary-—-to arouse comscience and excite thought. It is mot a class
society. -Its object is to secure justice to all-~te the capitalist as well as’
to the workman, to l:he:emp‘loy_er_ as well as to the employed, to the rich as
well a5 to the poor. It is not 2 charitable society. It does not propose to
give alms or to attempt to alleviate poverty by half-way measures. It
declares war.against the cause of poverty itself. . . . On this bmad plat—
form men of all classes and all creeds may stand. s ,

18 The Standard, Jan. 22, 1887, Vol. 1, No. 3, Bdicorial, " .

17 Jan. 16, 1987. - :

1B Tan. 23, 1887, See The Standard, Vol 1, No, 1, Jan. 2%, 1887,

18 1k, May 7. 1887, Vol. 1, No. 18.
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- Edward McGlynn ‘was chosen. president and Henry George, vice-presi-
dent. The first public meeting was held at Chickering Hall on the night
of May first. Thousands unable to enter were turned awzy. McGilynn
made the chief address. George wrote of it in The Stenderd: .-

The significance of the great- meeting- of the Anti-Poverty Soctety at
‘Chickering Hall is the marriage again of what too long have been severed—

" -the union of a religious sentiment with the aspiration for social reform:

of the hope of heaven with the hope of bamshmg want and suffering from
the earth. .

The sunple words “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven,” 45 they fell from the lips of a Christian priest who pro-
clzims the common Fatherhood of God and the common brotherhood of
man; who points to the widespread poverty and suffering, not as in accord-

-ance with God's will but in defiance of God’s order, and who appeals to the
love of God and the hope of heaven, not to make men submissive of social
injustice which brings want and misery, but to urge them to the duty of
swesping away the injustice—tiave in them the power w::th wbu:]:l Chnsu

: amty «conquers the wozld.**, .

s “the fﬂﬂmg Sundzy the Anu—Povmy Society meeting was held in
. thax huge iahmbe:‘, ‘the Academy of Music, and Henry George was ‘the chief
" spesker:~ “The attendance and the enrollment of members were great. De-
_nunmmon and ridicule mered out by the press only served to advertise the
weekly gatherings and to help them grow in size.

Early in May, Archbishop Corrigan inforrived Dr. McGlynn that he had
been summoned to Rome and had forty days to comply or be excommmuni-
cated. Dr. McGlynn repeated his former statement that grave reasons
would prevent lus making the journey. While the ) priest ‘seemed to have
the pewspapers and the powers-that-be aguinst him, the larger part of his
ersewhile: congregation and: thousands of others had jeined the movement
he was espousing. A tremendous parade and demonstration was held in
. his honor® and as apro es:_ gmm the rhreamd excommunication.

" . The forty days of : v 3ed, Dr. McGlynn having
madenomove mwrdl’«ﬁm;thebﬂﬁﬁll ._Pmm the Church he loved and
~ had served for twenty-ﬁve yeats; the priest,. whose private life had been
exemplary and free from-any, htuth of scandal, was excommunicated.
And Edward McGlyrm was pot the phly priest o suffer unjustly. Sev-
 eral others who were kndwn to have sympathized with him in his stand for
freedom of expression, were sent from Manhattan to less important parishes.
. His life-long friend and legal adviser, Dr. Richard Lalor Burtsell, noted

20 T'he Standard, May 7, 1987, Vol. 1, No. 18 “The New C.rmde."
21 Sarurday mght., June 18, 1887,




-"wclsmttcalmmt,wdmmdimhghdxocmnhmmmdw,afew
yeara Later, traniferred from his large parish, the Charch of tthptph:ny”
mtl:ccltyowaYorktozlnﬁedmrch“mRmdwtonththdwm
The Archbishop; in his: mtementtothe?rapag:nda ‘said in explanation of
:h:spnestsmnoul ;hathehzdthenameofbang“notonlyapemai.
friead. of Ds; McGlynn’s but.aiso the leader of those few discontented
mwhmmlasmmm,mlmmdmverthzcommﬁor
defender asnd abettor of the lateer.”™ =
Thehchbmhupmtwfﬂaamprwmtthebmlmdu&:hdm'
cemetsry of two people who, though they had been above reproach in their
chmhduuushdaﬁaﬁed:hennn&wm&mm" I-Lyst:m-
; mmcanﬁnedboMcGlynnsympahmrsl : '
On 'Anguu' 1?’1‘.&, 188? 2 New York Sczu

> mmn&a::hmhemwmm'mm@hw&m
_atthcpoﬂs,mﬂuencedh:m. Hedecsdedtumaptt}mnmnmon,""
saying:

. Fnrmyownpart:tconoemsmehttlewhit:&temltsbaﬂbe All that
; cmmmmeuthathhalldnmybm 'For no matter what the setbacks,
' -nnmtm-wbutheumpmsrydefeat md&elﬂngm&agnodwﬂl
- erimph®® :
Hempdmmvecmpmgnaﬂtbmughthe&hw,:ccompamedby
sevualupmwbo,ead?mﬂutnp,compiunedtob[rs Georgeofthe,
ﬁWAmnzzndm
'.’3Chn2ﬂ:¢fs&lﬁly
34 Srephen Bell, o cit,, p. 126"

35 Ang. 21, 1887, st the Anti-Poverty Somy
8 Thye smdard, Au;. 27, 13!7, Vol 2, No. 8.
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dlﬁcultyesfthazmk,fnrmﬂ:emdldawlpeh,_._, ¢
-mdmvcrrepeamda:pwh,cbeyhadmkaepummﬂ!mthcqmm"_
and got no rest,
Tlnscampa:gnbmug:httotheforefmntofGeorgesrmkstheschohdy
_pubhcut. William Ll'oyd Garnmn, son of the great abahnnnat. H‘hﬁd'

sptead the Gmrge doctxme from lecture platforms.
Dr. EicGlynn,LouuF.Pou,Rw Hugh O. Pentecost, mmmterofaiar,g!
- Congregational church in Newark, New Jessey, Judge James G. Maguire .

of San Francisco, one of -the first of George's converts, and others travelled

over the state, campaigning for what was then begmnmgtobekmwnns
the “Single Tax” movement.
Thzsnamswasﬁrstusadasthentleforanaddrmdehveredhfmthe
-Constitution. Club of New York,*” by Thomas G. Shearman who culled it
fmmBooleﬂ Chapter IV, of “Progress and Poverty” where the author
suggests “mbsticuting for the manifold taxes now imposed—e.single tax
on the valus of land:” ‘The label came to be widely wsed although Henry
Gmymdmayofhufoﬂowmknewudﬂmt&mm’hethmphﬂomphy'
oifre&dmhutonlymdwute&:heﬁsalmfwapplymgthatphﬂmphy ;
' Money for the political campaign ‘was, of course, scarce. Enough, bow
'ew,mmﬂecwdatmm%fmmsnuﬂmmdedommmdfma
huge fair beld for three weeks ac Madison Square Garden, under the auspices
aftheAnu-Pcrverty Saciery, to pay fmthedxssem:mmo&nearlyamlhm
tracts and to carry on a widespread and effective propaganda. .
| Butzllofth:swasofhttieavmlagmnstthepowe:ofthemhmgpohn-.
cal parties plus the Socialists and the Cathelic Church. - Oné of the disap-
.pmntmentsofthempugnmthemtmngnfﬁtmk?ﬂr&,whomthm
 succissive artiches in The Irish World, ook the part of the church authori- '
3 mfahngtomkethedumbemwmum with political
'prefmmdu piritis] teachers, Ford ignaged
‘previously it weshow mmmmmwmguﬁgm,
'ammwmm-mwmmfmmhmmwmm

' '!'heso-;o—npcakrespectablsmuhtdeenthusedzbcut George as
herezofore. Chauncy M. Depew sncered at “the strange and extraordinary
thgowofHenryGeorge””mdeRmveltdghveredaspuch

27 Held on Jan. 12, 1837. See The Mﬂd May 28, 1887, :
‘28 Henry F. Pnnglz. “Thécdors koounh—a Bmog-nphy," New York, Harcourt Btace )
and Co., 1931, p. 15, _

 che fact that five years .
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against. the “utterly cheap- reformﬁ"’ in which ke s2id “it is only a step

from land coafiscation: to anarchy.”®® * George never advocated confisca-

tion of land and at that time to- mfer his association with anarchy implied

‘contempt.

New York - ' i : :
R0 Ay he dmsnatedl-lenry chrggm a-fetter ¢o Brander Matthewswnmn onNov 2,

1892, and gquoted in Pringle, op. -cif., p.- 112,
B“Op. c:t, P 1.




