Letter from Cecil B. deMille to Robert Claney,
~ director of the Henry George School

I AM HAPPY to send a message
which may be read at the San
Diego Conference of the Henry
George School.

First, may I express to the members
of the conference my regret that I am
unable to greet them in person. The
dGe;otion oiu the dMPIa?:d of Henry

rge to his memory his prin-
ciples is one of the most rmrf:ll)?e
tributes that could be paid to any
man or any set of principles. If 1
could, I would be with you in San
Diego, to salute that devotion in per-
son.

I can well understand that devotion.
I saw it in my own father, Henry
Churchill deMille. He and Henry
George were close friends. My father
fnve credit for the leading ideas in his
ast and best play, “The Lost Para-
dise,” to Henry George. The writings
of Henry George were read aloud in
my boyhood home. I cannot say that
at the age of nine I understood them
all, but the of the kindly, beard-
ed man, in w homelo&enph!ed
with the George children, was im-
?ressed upon me as prophet as well as

riend. Long before William deMille
married Anna George, his

brother too .was taken into the large-
hearted, patriarchal circle of Henry
- George's family; and some of the hap-
piest memories of my childhood are
memories of visits, with lots of good
fun and good talk, at the Georges'
cottage at Fort Hamilton. I remember
we weredonce snowed in e:lhe(;-e and l:;d
to s two unexpect ays under
Mrs?ancorgc's beautiful hospitality ;
there were twenty children in the
party! )
And these are not only memories of
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far-off days, for through the years I
have been struck by the frequency with
which people mention Henry gcorge
to me—people who never knew him
and who are not particularly identified
with his philosophy, but who still speak
of him with respect bordering on rev-
erence. The most recent striking in-
stance of that occurred last fall when I
visited Sir Winston Churchill at his
London home. I gave Sir Winston
a copy of Henry rge’s lecture on
Moses and told him that I thought his
own essay and Henry George's were
the best essays on Moses in the English
language. It would not be proper for
me to quote directly anything Sir Win-
ston said in a private conversation,
but he left me in no doubt of his re-
spect for whatever Henry George
might have to say on the subject of
the great P, and lawgiver,
through whom we received the Ten
Commandments. That was a small in-
cident—but it was an indication of the
regard in which the name and influ-
ence of Henry George are held.

The bl:nunbcn olt; tz:ur Cociference
are to ratu u in,
that mc:nng influence flqn::c. eep 8

Sincerely,

CeciL B. DEMILLE
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