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a recent number of the New York Journal

on Albert J. Boulton, Single Taxer, and

§°p§“5t candidate for governor of New
ork.

George L. Rusby is a candidate for Con-
gress on the People’s Democratic ticket for
the Seventh Congressional District of New
Jersey.

Mr. Barney Cohen, who is president of
the Illinois Federation of Labor, has made
a report which shows that he is among the
few prominent labor leaders who are fully
aware of the causes of low wages, strikes
and labor troubles. He also knows the
remedy, and courageously and clearly
states it in his report,

MR. BOLTON HALL'S NEW BOOK.*

Any new work on the Single Tax should
come strongly recommended by some in-
bherent qualities of its own. The great
argument is practically closed, and the
final word has probably been said. There
are the ten volumes of the master, Mr.
Shearman’s ‘¢ Natural Taxation,” two
works of Mr. Louis F. Post and a variety
of useful pamphlets covering the different
ggasas of the question. To these must now

added Mr. Trowbridge’s ** Bisocialism.”
All these are addressed to different orders
of mind, and are calculated to meet all
eonceivable objections. To one who has
mastered this library there is little that
needs to be added.

But this little work of Mr. Hall’s has

erhaps its justification, 1t is possible that
it will attract where others of the volumes
named will repel., It is told in plain and
simple language, is almost conversational
in tone, and is entirely without rhetorical
flourish or passion. There are some very
careful studies of statistical tables, and
social conditions are pictured as they are
without exaggeration and occasionally
with shrewdly humorous observation.

The opening sentence of the introduction
smacks a little of affectation when it says,
*“This book is not an appeal merely to
thoughtful people. The great majority of
people do not think.” Mr. Hall’s book is an
argument addressed to the thinking faculty.
If it were not, it would be of small value.
Mr. Haull recognizes this when he says,
*“ Before anything can be done the people
must think,” (page 65) and again on page
89, when he says, directly addressing the
reader, °‘‘You are a thinking man or
woman. If you were not you would not be
reading such a book as this.”

We must take very earnest exception to
Chapter XIII, and especially to this state-
ment :

** Under present conditions, to reform
the large part of our community, ,who

* Free America, by Bolton Hall, paper, 218
Bages. Price 25 cents. L. S. Dickey & Co.. 79
earborn street, Chicago, Ill,
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because of drink, are more or less incapable
of work, would greatly increase the num-
ber of laborers and by increasing competi-
tion, would reduce wages,”’

We are aware that numbers of Single
Taxers hold this opinion, but it is neverthe-
less a fallacy. It springs originally from
the belief that the advantages arising from
whatever cause are swallowed up in in-
creased land values. This, of course, is
the tendency. But all such gains are not
immediately absorbed. For a long time
they are diffused among the masses of the
people, and are lost to them in the degree
that population increases and the supply
of land diminishes. Obviously, this is a
law dependent upon the element of time
for its operation, and the masses of the
people enjoy & measure of such gain until
the operation is completed. Some social
gains are of such a nature that they require
generations for their full absorption by the
classes to whom Mr. George was correct in
saying all social advantages must ullimately
go. But ultimately may be a long time,

However plausible Mr. Hall’s contention
may seem at first blush, a little reflection
will show us that it is baseless. As Mr.
Hall has said elsewhere, touching upon
another matter, ‘ We know itis not so
because we have seen it for ourselves.”’

We receive at our ports some ten thou-
sand emigrants a day, mostly workers, yet
the number of the unemployed do not
increase ten thousand a day, nor do wages
drop at the alarming extent they would if
this contention were correct. And the rea-
son is plain.

For though every emigrant brings two
hands with him he also brings a mouth to
be fed and a body to be clothed. And the
intemperate man who should become tem-
perate and work six days a week where he
now works only three would develop new
wants and new consumptive power along
with his increased productive power.
These would benefit the community as well
as the workers long before the gain could
be wholly absorbed. It is a monstrous doc-
trine which pushed to its final analysis
would show wages highest where intemper-
ance is greatest, a8 doctrine the mere state-
ment of which is its own best refutation.

Curiously enough, Mr. Hall in another
part of the work demolishes his own
theory, and we leave him to reconcile with
what has gone before these two paragraphs
with the lines which we ttalicize.

“ If to have many people is a bad thing,
then it follows that increasing population,
whether from home or abroad, should be
discouraged or forbidden. To be conristent
we should also pass laws limiting the num-
ber of children that parents should be
allowed to rear, the surplus to be deported,
or thrown into the rivers as in India or
China. .

*« But the restrictionists do not pretend
to be consistent. They talk of the harm to
American workmen caused by the competi-
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tion of foreigners in our labor markets,
while, as a matter of fact, each new comer
who can find work helps lo make mark ts-
Jor surplus Amcrican products. If the im-
migrant 18 to live he must have fond. cl thes
and shelter. This meansthat the Americans
who grow food. and make clothes and houses,
find a customer for what they have to sell.”
We regret to find Mr. Hall so badly trip-
ping in his economics. There is s0 much
that is valuable in the work, the most of it
has been so well and carefully done, that
defects of this sort would with the next
edition of the work be remedicd. For it is
a useful little book and will do good because
of its simple and direct appeal, and the per-
fect clarity of its style, J. D. M,

We have received from the Hammers-
mark Publishing Company of Chicago,
Tolstoi’s famous letter on the Rursian-
Japanese War, bound in neat and attrac-
tive pamphlet form of 64 pages, and sold
for 10 cents. This ia perhaps the most pow-~
erful indictment against war yet written,
The same publishers also announce the pub-
lication of a work on *‘ William Lioyd
Garrison, Non-Resistant and Abolitionist,”
from the pen of Ernest Crosby. which book
(16 mo., about 120 pages) will be sent for
50 cents, postpaid.

Important Information to
Single Taxers.

A. G. Bucher & Co., Warren, Pa.,
publish an excellent assortment of
Single Tax tracts in very cheap and
convenient form for enclosing in busi-
ness and other correspondence.

Send 25c. for 1000 pages assorted
tracts. Address:

A. @, BUCHER & CO,,
WARREN, PA.

Interesting Literature explaining a
state of society in which there will be
work for all, leisure for all and an abun-
dance for all, mailed free upon request.
Address: Anton S. Rosing, Secretary
Western Economic Information Bureau,
237 No. Pine Ave., Austin, Ill,

Ethics of Democracy

A Series of Optimistic Essays on the
Natural Laws of Human Society

By LOVIS F. POST

This book is instructive without heaviness, and interesting without frivolity. It appeals
with peculiar force to the devoted clergyman who shrinks from the growin%’pressure of com-
mercialism and materialism. It brings relief to the business man who has a soul above
dollars yet feels the necessity for struggling and straining for dollars. It is a guide to the
baffled citizen who recoils from socialism yet sees no other escape from something worse. It
invites and will hold the attention of any intelligent man or woman who is disposed to reflect
upon social, industrial and political conditions. The author has applied fundamental demo-
cratic principles (generic, not partisan) to the greater problems that confront men as the false
optimism of youth fades away before the disappointments of mature life He holds aloft the
standards and recalls the objectives of a rational democracy, a sane optimism, and individual
responsibility. He leads his reader onward and upward, through appeals to reason and the
moral sense, toward a realization of that great and_beneficient order in the universe which
neither individuals nor communities can ignore with impunity. The book subjects popular
materialism to new tests, it gives to idealism a modern and popular setting.

The volume is beautifully bound in rich blue cloth, printed on high-grade hand-laid paper ;
gilt top, deckle edges, 398 pages. Price, per copv, $2.00 net.

L. S. DICKEY & CO.

verse. Publishers ...,.

79 DEARBORN STREET, v . . CHICAQO, ILL.



