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““THOU shalt not steal.” It is theft, it is robbery that
is producing poverty and disease and vice and crime
among us. It is by virtue of laws that we uphold; and he
who does not raise his voice against that crime is an ac-
cessory.''—HENRY GEORGE. -

A city with vision would start reform by learning and
changing conditions that produce criminals. It would
study the effects of improper and congested housing on the
moral health of the next generation. It would make sure
that every child within its boundaries had proper educa-
tional advantages.—N. Y. World

TO TAX OR NOT TO TAX

To tax or not to tax—that is the question.

Let every one, therefore, weigh this suggestion—

And one point let him clearly understand—

All taxes shift, except the tax on land.

The products of the factory and the field

Must bear all charges, yet a profit yield:

For otherwise production must suspend,

Until Demand revives, and prices mend.

The tax on Industry, then, is a fraud

That robs consumers, and should be outlawed.

But when you lay your taxes on the land,

A different situation is at hand.

For here Supply is fixed; let taxes press

However hard, Earth’s surface is not less.

And when the taxes pinch, Demand must yield

And force the speculator from the field.

Whatever else is false, this Truth must stand,

Taxes can never stimulate Demand.

And he shall learn, whose zeal this light bedims,

That markets govern prices and not whims.

And thus this Single Tax, though strange to tell,

Will lower living costs, and land as well;

Will set Trade free, and Industry arouse,

Absorb the unemployed, the homeless house.

But where’s the prophet whose prime eloquence

Shall teach the people this plain common sense?
P. W. SCHWANDER,

BOOK NOTICES

Henry George's Progress and Poverty has been abridged to about
one third of the original. The title page tells us that it is ““authorized "
by Anna George de Mille, to whom, aided by Louis Post, Stoughton
Cooley, Frederick C. Howe and John Moody we are to credit the
abridgement.

Before this work appeared we heard some disquieting rumors. It
was openly boasted that the ‘““high brow stuff,”” whatever that might
mean, was to be omitted in the new edition. The gentleman making
this statement evidently spoke without authorization. That much at
least is demonstrated by the book itself.

For though we have not had the time to compare the abridgement with
the original, page by page, such superficial comparisor as we have been
enabled to make has established the impression that there has been no
attempt to minimize the fundamental tenets and that the most radical
of Henry George's statements have been retained. Only in the foot-
notes has there been any attempt to “soften the blow.” Read in con-
nection with the words of Henry George himself, who had little stomach
for artful verbal compromise, these footnotes will do no harm.

Harcourt, Brace, and C"ompeny, New York City, are the publishers,
and the price of the work is $1. —J.D. M,

AT LAST—A BOOK FOR THE FARMERS.

Herbert Quick has added to his great public services as a writer a
book entitled *‘The Real Trouble With the Farmers.” The price is
$2. and Bobbs-Merrill Company are the publishers.

We must here express our regret that a book—certainly the best
book ever printed in America concerning itself with an analysis of the
farmer's ills, his "real trouble” and the remedy, should not be placed
on the market at a lower price. We are reassured, however, on this
score by intimation from the publishers that a cheaper edition is con-
templated. Surely with a book of this kind, destined for a large circu-
lation among the class of the population to whom it is addressed, it is
poor business policy not to put the book forth at the lowest possible
cost to the purchaser. But Bobbe-Merrill Company know the publish-
ing trade and can be trusted to look after it.

First of all we must commend the admirable English of this book.
In short, crisp sentences Mr. Quick tells the story. It is the work of
a farmer writing for farmers, by one who knows also how to convey his
thoughts, a writer who has learned his great skill in the art of writing
by a succession of very notable books, more than one of them arousing
if not wholly confirming the anticipation that here at last was the
*great American novel.”

The opening chapter is entitled * Agriculturein its Agony.” Hereisa
statement of the farmer’s actual condition. Our author shows how little
has been done to relieve it by farm loans, terminal grain markets, and
the empty political victories of the Farm Bloc. He tells us that the
farmer is coming to refer to these with contempt and even bitterness.
He is passing through a period in which he is being gradually disil-
lusioned. But he is as far as ever from realizing the solution.

It is not easy to quote and at the same time do justice to the work
80 packed with information as to real conditions. But from the first
chapter we extract the following:

‘'Secretary Wallace is quoted in the New York Times as having said
of the many farmers in fifteen corn and wheat producing states, on an
average of over five per cent. had lost their farms through foreclosure
or bankruptcy, while nearly four per cent. had turned their farms over
to their creditors without legal process, making a total of about eight
and five tenths per cent. In addilion more than fifleen per cenl were
in fact bankrupt, but were holding on through lemiency of their creditors.
This makes a total of over twenty-three per cent. of the farmers in these
fifteen of our richest states who are lost to farming except as tenants.
In view of the fact that in many of these states it takes from eighteen
months to three years for the creditor to get title through foreclosure
proceedings, and of the quite natural horror which any good man feels
as to including in these figures any which can by the exercise of hope-
fulness be excluded, it is safe to say that froma quarter to a third of
these farmers have been ruined in the last few years."

It is not a pretty picture that our author paints for the discerning
reader. Again we permit ourselves to quote:

“We need not think that this is anything new in history. It is as
old as ancient Egypt and the Mesopotamian plain. Where the people
who dwell on the land are condemned to unrequited toil it is merely 2
matter of years when the whole state will find its foundations sapped,
and will fall in ruin. In a centralized state like ours, this destruction
comes from the rushing of the dispossessed and unrequited to the cities.
The farmers suffer first, then the small towns go down, then the larger
cities decay, and the over-swollen centers of population, deprived of
nourishment and with lost markets, fall into the hands of a mobocracy
of impoverished and idle people, and the state passes away into some-
thing else. What else that will be under such conditions no one can
Say. "

The farmer must remain subject to world competition. He is in
competition and must remain so with the farmers in every part of the
world. Monopoly is impossible. Hence the folly of all devices of price



