FULL-HEARTED OONSENT

IN CASE some people may be

thinking that the

T

5 1iilhas already be-
-\ jcomte the great
k| bore of 1975, it

H| to accept it and
use it morée read-

what 1 -consider
to be the: vital
argument for holding it.

It has of_ten been asked; "why

should we hold a referendum omn
the EEC issue in particular? Why
have we not found it necessary or
desirable to hold one on capital
punishment, or abortion, or immi-
gration? Surely it would be help-
ful and in the interests of all if we
found out public feeling on these
important issues?.

Indeed it would, but these are
among the many questions which
our members of Parliament are
elected to deal with among them-
selves. Obviously no M.P. can
possibly represent or reflect the
majority view of his constituents

on every issue, but he is .the near-

est we can get to that ideal. It
has to be assumed that he is sin-

cere and is at least of a standard

of intelligence not lower than that

of the ordinary man, well able
and willing to heed his conscience.

and exercise what power and -in-

fluence he has to the comimon.

good. - More than that we cannot
reasonably expect - (though some
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EEC referendum’

might help them’

j|ily if I point out’

of us occasmnally find to our sur-
prise and delight that we have
it} - and whatever the results of
our members’

are all matérial affaits and of no
concern to other. people: any re-
sulting legislation may be amended
or. repealed whenever we (Sur MPs
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representing us, that is) think fit.
Whatever laws we may choose fo
live by and under, we may change
as many times and in any way we
wish without reference to or in-
terference by any other ruling
power. - .

The EEC issue, however, is
quite different. It is a constitu-
tional one, and Parliament had no
fight in the first jnstance to sur-
render’ any part of its authonty
to govern us to any other power,
foreign or othierwise; without prior

reference to the peopie from whom.

that authority derives: The  Pir-

ligment ‘of October 1972.did. just

1 LiaeaTy

deliberations ~and"
debates, they directly” affect” only:
us, who put them ‘there to do a
job. The questions they deil with-

that by ratifying the Treaty of.
Rome.

-Another objection that is made
to’ this referendum is that it is
foreign to our way of government;
that we have never resorted to it
before, so why now? The answer -
if it is’ still not clear in the preced-
ing ‘paragraphs - is- that mever be-
fore have we joined an organisa-
tion which demands that we sur-
render part of our authority to
govern ourselves, and since the
Act of Accession to the EEC is a
first time for Britain in that re-
spect, then we can similarly justify
our first referendum.

..Whatever the result of this rel-
erendum may be, every Briton has
the right to express his opinion
in it, and no matter how much or
how little he knows of the subject,
or whether or not he knows who
or what is best for him and his
children, ‘it is his right and res-
ponsibility to decide, and accept
whatever the outcome may be, by
making his own mark on the bal-
lot paper. And since, for once,
every vote will counf, that i5 pre-
cisely wh'at he will do.

" Few pec)ple disagreed with Mr.
Edward Heath when he said that
it would not be right to join the
EEC without the full-hearted con-
sent of the British people. Unless
you ask them, how’ otherwme can
you be sure that you. have it?
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