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CARE hae sppesrsd in the pourty of New York
£ wndeh shows elearly ous of the raosh important
yeagons why our greab American eities are dylpg af
the centers and why. hevond thelr downtown Arsas,
they have sprawled oul into uely, sneconomical oun-
gerisy ol gaplng yacanciss angd hib-sr-miss Aeyelop-
ments, lks he planless reeanderings of & desert rivey
had.,

Tn Hew Tork Uity the most interesting strest is that
part of Park Avenue fram s sighily church a8 &0t
Street down to g new fower of Babel, Thiz Lorror on Bhe
norizan s the Ban Am Bullding, wiich rises sbove the
rear hevnehes of whal was once the symonetrical Grand
Cerbral Terminal. In thab stpeleh of the avenus thers
svs thres hotels, & ciub, and 3 meaubitnl chareh, The
sest pre fowering ofiice mtfldings, mostly beaslng the
names of renowned eorporations snd banks

mat opistanding on the pvenus, and jndeed In ibe
nation, i the Beagram Buiding, s $R-sbory bronze and
gimss shrueiwre seb hack to secommodate g plava 100
Pond deen where there are soundaing and frees. A% night
the Beagram sbructare 18 8 towsr with low-inlensizy
light glowing from all alles Tt has rsgeived many
Cawards and oilations One of these hails i a5 ong 0F
siz pulldinge in the world which by sacrifising COmIGsT-
clul apses “enbancs the arehitectural beanty of the
nomamunity.”

The government of the city of Wew Tork fias
pounoed wpon s strocturce with an sisessment which
wizans tast buliders frmgn heve on sost, iF thiey sre o
snioy the lghtest tax puedet, sacrifics evary songidera-
tion of publis snjoyment aod peEmnby by utilizing every
inch of fand Jor gregber rental space above

in siz years the assessmend af ihe Imnd which ths
wuliding and plaze cocupy has risen 315 per nenl, and
o pomparable land seross the gvenue the assessment
iag gone wp only § bar sent, Tn determining the valus
of the Seagrso strocture for 1ax purposes the olf
need the eosh of Hpgoduetion a8 2 mess
the capitalized amount of yhe net rental ncoms as o
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Penalty for Forcellence

otner, box-like bulldings Thus, e Seagrare (A% ASESEE
ment pey square oot rentahis Aoor space ks 333395,
while for 5 near-by building on fhe avenue 1§ iz §UT0
e nppual additional fax burden Is 3383086,

’W".ﬁ‘ﬁ:ﬁ Sespramm earried s gase 30 the intermediaie
pourt, the Appellate niviglon, the ity's assessment
was sustained, and the most bizarre repgoning was gf-
feped fn Juztification for $he decision. The gourt said et
she mebhod of wsing reproduction cogh in thiis nshancg,
rather than the capitalized net yental income, Wos Justi-
fied heoause the uniguse chavacter and beanty of fhe
structure provised “prestige” of enpvmercial vaine i
the oompany. This me thal the city and the aourt
shandoned mathernatics

1 enlouiations and few dnio the
waisy realm of peychology.
: lected epancrple philogophes,
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Henry (sorgs, ¥ oz ags: “1f 1 bave warked
harder amd i o good Deuse whils ¥ou hay

bf T

: i on hovel, the fax geh
w comes annuslly € e me pay 5 pensity fov my
energy and industry, .. I A vaiirtad be opened, dowa
comes the tax collesior on b as 3L it weve £ publis
wuisanes” T might add fhat i the tast fow years those
I Mew York who have mainbained styms upow Ehelr
land bave made forfunes through mrban yenewsl,
Hreryhody's taxes entlel them, while thoss who bave
bulth and lmmroved the cily bave jaken ali the visks,
Wnile 1 cannot charge politles &3 2 fachor in the
sorts Jndgment, there Is oo guestion in my mind shouk
the political motivation of she oiby, 5 must geb vasd
veyenues for ibs wastelul programs, and it geeks o lay
e heoaviest burdsus on such areas as Park Avenue,
where most of the buildings sie owaed by greab oov-
porabions owned by stockhoiders over 1he nation, Thers
fogr wobes on Park Avenue, W 3le thers als [MANY
: sewes of Brooklyn, the Buon
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The Seagram eage now goss to
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