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‘The Menace of Privilege’

1_‘.-,-‘.‘.'4. "~ By John J. Murphy.
E ']NDER the dome of the reading room af the

Chicagn Fublic Library is inscribed in ar-

chaic Greelk an aphorism which, transiated,
reads: “The things which the friends of the kingly
power do not permil Lo be said are writlen in bDDkS.-”
“The Menace of Privilege” is such a ook as, cvi-
dently, the old philesepher had in mind,  Although
concerning itseil solely with the American Republic.
it deals with abuses arising from, what may well he
designated, the ‘kingly power.  Institutions, even
under republican forms. mdy hecome as despotic as
tyranis and an oligarchy hy its jmpersonality and -
vision of responsibility may he more intolerable than
a king.  The only recourse of the appressed, the sole
resource of impeded progress, is an appeal to the su-
preme controlling factor of the social world—publis
and sich an appeal the “Alenace of Priv-

apinion
ilege’ is.

Many of the results of special privilege which the
¢lder George foretold a gquarter of a century ago in
“Progress and Poverty”, the younger George, i the
haale before us, shows to have arrived. Seven-
cighths of the worl is devoted to unrolling the pana-
ramia of social conditions as set forth in the press and
publicalionz of the day. Little space is wasled on
mere rhetoric or denunciation,  The facts speak zll
the louder for the absence of any attempt Lo Dias
the reader’s judgment by mere inveclive This
method of preseatation has lad two censpicious ex-
ponents—Henry D. Lloyd's “Wealth Against Com-
monwealth” and Ida M. Tarbell's “History of the
Standard ©Qil Cempany”—works with which Mr.
Gearge's hook may be fairly ranked. It is, however,
much more general in its application than either of
these searching investigations into the Greatest Com-
mercial Conspiracy of all time.

Ng fair minded teader can detect a line of en-
vious criticism.  FEnvy is not an Ameriean sin and
this worl is characteristically American, in the best
sense of the term that has bheen lately stretched to
the breaking point.  The helief in the reality of
equality of oppartunity is too deep rooted in the
Amerivan mind for any. considerable number of the
people tp grudge success to ene of their number, as
long as they do net see too clearly that it is gained at
their expense.
by lucky gamesters usually produce in the minds of
even the unlucky a feeling of pleasure, for, in their
ignorance, the latter do not see that the winnings are
paid out of their losses, the “bank” simply acting
as agent.  But let the idea obfain that such suc-
cesses are achieved by the use of cogged dice and
marked cards, and even the lives of the winners are
uo longer safe from their infuriated victims. The
nnpression seems to be gaining ground that the great
fortunes of the day have been attained by analogous
methods, and when that opinian comes to be shared
by the masses, the possession of such fortunes wili
be neither secure nor enviable. The danger is that
when the crisis comes, proper discrimination may not
he made between the fruit of honest industry and
the spoils of predatory monopoly.

The volume of news which the industry of the
daily press pours on our brealdfast tables is so great—
scanndal succeeds scandal with such stupefying ra-
pidity—that only exceptional minds can retain any
clear recoflection of the delails.  The indignation

Great winnings at games of chane:

arnused by one episode is swallowed up by the lorror
of the next revelation and therefore it is well to have
set hefore us, iu reasoned and permanent form, 4
record such as this, of the experiences through which
we are passing, with an attempt to show . whither we
are tending.

“The Menace of Privilege” sets out to demionstrate
_'Fhe Menace of Privilege,”” by Henry Georpe, Jz,, The' ".{'um
millan Company, New York. Prige §1.25,

“that the boasted equality of citizens within the Re-
public is rapidly disappearing and it must be conceded
that the author proves his case. We may well ques-
tion, however, the statement that “one per cent of
the families of the United States own more of the
general weallh than the other nineiy-nine per cent”
—a statement guoted from the late Dr, Spahe.  The
accuracy or inaccuracy of this statement depends up-
on our view of what constitutes wealth.  The capi-
talization of the great trusts is not wealth even il
Lf]e)f are, for the montent, ahle o pay interest on thetr
bands and stock.  Wealtl consists only of aclual
miaterial things which have been created to satisiy
human needs hy iabor working on land or the raw
material derived from land. Titles to land values,
whether actual or speculative, honds and stocks which
owe their value to artificial conditions created by
menopelies or protective tariffs or patent rights can
unt be included in any proper estimate of existing
wealth, and if ‘the legislation-made special privilege
on which these values rest were abolished, this fictitious
wealth would disappear without thereby causing ihe
desiruction of a single doliar's worth of real wezlth.
A simple way of realizing this fact is to imagine the
cousequence of the repeal of the internal revenue
tax on whiskey. If the present stock of whiskey in
the hands of the dealers be esiimated at $200,000,000,
of which four-fifths is tax, the value of the visible sup-
ply would fall at once to $40,000.600, by the aboli-
tion of the tax. Would there be any less whiskey
ar would it be Iess able to fulfill such purposes, good
or bad, as it now serves?  Obviously not.  The
billion and a Lalf -capitalization of the Umled States
Steel Company is based on land, plant, fixtures, eic,
which - da not exceed oo millions of present value
and even this estimate is made on the cost of repro.
duction without deducting anything for the enormous
enhancement in the cost of producing machinery
whicl .our present protective tariff imposes, nor for
the purely speculative nature of some of the land val-
wes.:  Under circumétances of unhampered produc-
tion zmd transportation, it- may well be helieved that
‘;1100,000,000 would rel}iace every uselul equipment
and possession which this great consolidation owns.

The world lives from hand to mouth and is never
a year zhead of its needs. A genecral harvest fail- -
ure of a single year ‘would being us face to face with
famine, * Not even a small proportion of what usually
passes as wealth, such as stocks, bonds or land titles,
could be turned into real wealth at any given time.
Therefore it may be urged that no such proportion
of real wealth does exist in a few hands as even our
author is willing to concede.

In all conscience it is bad enough, and the robbers
are no less the victims than the robbed. “If a man
work not, neither shall he eat” is not merely a coun-
sel of perfection. Tt is a statement of natural law.
The day laborer’s blacld bread and onicns have a savor
unknown to the filteen course -dinner of the mil-
lionaire.  Work and enjoyment are co-relatives and
the man who shuns the irksomencss of physical labor
knows not the keenness of enjoyment that his poorer



brother finds in the satisfaction of mere bodily needs.
Indeed, one of the pathelic and secular errors of the
world Is the beliel that it is good for & man fo at-
tai a position where he need not work for a living,
Good it is fo he relieved from the ever growing
dread of unmerited destitution, of hopeless pauperism,

which blasts the souls of multitudes and which would

an the lives of many more if they had imagination
enough & realize how near the brink of the abyss
they really stand; fredom of opportunity alone can
bring this relief.  Mr. George has given a name to
our monopolists which is likely to stick and to hurt
—"Princes of Privilege”—for people who calmly ac-

cept a fact will often halk at a name. He shows’

the foundations: gn -which privilege rests; the pro-
duct of the system in the shape of a leisure élass re-’
sorting “to every conceivable wnd hiconééivable de-
vice to mitigate the ennui of useless lives; the othig

product of the system, the wretched poor who totter |

afl their miserable lives on the verge of destitutitn ;
the building up of monopolies, the prostitution of
the conrts and the exccutive and legislative branches
of thé government, the corruption of politics; the
press, the pulpit and the university and ﬁnally the
prerversien of the very nature of our government, turu-
ing it from Republican to Imperial. o
It was inevitable that both the law and the churc:h
should hecome demoralized by association with the
predatory powers, The glittering baubles ‘of plice
and pomp Lave ever retained their lypnetic influence
on lawyer and churchman, The current Phi]OSDPhY
of the legal schools is that man’s right to property
is not the natural consequence of production but the
offspring of law, Hence property is based not on
morality but expediency.  Such teaching can offer
ta barrier to the onrush of impending commurfisin
and it will serve the mob as loyally as it now se¥ves
the masters.  As the law itself is but the crystalliza-
tion of public epinion,: whenever public opinion shall
change as to the justice, or expediency even; of re-
garding as rightful property what now passes by that
name the uphslders of this philosophy will have ne
consistent ground of abjection. T
The power of the pulpit declined as soon as the
mass of men questioned its supernatural authority,
and unfortunately or fortunately this is a growing
tendency. N church based on merely humanitarian
lines can sway men against their passions or-what
they, even short-sightedly, deem their interests. Mdscs’
had to invoke the thunders of Sinai to bring ‘the
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Israclites i0 adopt mere sanitary regulations.  The
fact that @ man, in preserihed costume, inveighs fram'.
a pulpit against human follies will give no weight to-

lis utterances. If he is not really in the minds of
his hearers the Lord's anointed, his words are:empty

and his diatribes mere imgertinences. The triumph -
of the Cross by its identification with the Impkrial-

pewer of Constantine was really the recrudescence'of
paganism. The christianity of the Catacombs was
not the religion of the Basilica.

A closing chapter is devoted to the Remedy whzch
may be summed up in a single word, Justice—Equal

opportunity to all, special privilege to none. This i a*
book which may well give panse to the sort of ap-°

timist who has been defined as a man who thin_lcs'th:lt
everything that happens is for the best, provided it

does not happen to him.  We have drifted far from"

the teachings of Jefferson and Franklin, and tlie worst

of it is that so many people admit the fact but say

that the drifting was inevitable or progress conld not

aave heen made. The fundamental philosophy of

many to-day is that democracy is only possible under

primitive conditions and that civilizdtion and a high

degree of social well-being require Dryden’s ideal gov-
ernment—"An Angel from Heaven and a Despotism”™—:
and if we can not get that, at least some uebermenscly
who will take care of us.  All of which is egregious--
ly untrue.  Whenever progress shows grossly un-
equal development it will- be found that unegual

economic conditions prevailed.  Talken in the mass, -
men are much more nearly equal in efficiency than the’
difference in theéir possessions would indicate, and one:.
gencration usually corrects any shight chsgzmty thBlC

may have becn in another.

In a word, the conditions whick Mr. Genrges
book discloses give as little ground for despair as for
complacency.  With all its sins upen its head the
United States still affords the nearest approach to
universal opportunity of any nation which the werld
has lnown, But if our opportunity is great so shall
be our responsibility to future generations if we build
not wisely. We are laying here the basis of-the-
greatest human struciure of which history has.any
vecord. What - Hght of cosmic wisdom may gild’
its pinnacle imagination is not bald encugh to prophe--
sv..  But if the foundations be not laid square and
true, the very magnitude of thie supcrstructurc Wﬂl“
'u‘gel(*nte its annihilation, += .
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