CAREER OF HENRY GEORGE |

His Early Struggles and His Grad-
" ual Development as a Phi-
losopher and Leader.

WIDE AND VARIED EXPERIENCE

Phenomenal Success of His Most Fa-
mous Book, ¢ Progress and Pover-
ty ”—A More Exhaustive Work
on Political Economy Inter-
rupted by the Campaign.

Henry George came of old Pennsylvania
stock and was born in Philadelphiz on Sept.
2, 1839. His father, R. S. H. George, was a
publisher of Protestant Episcopal Church
books, and Henry's early assoclations were
with clergymen and members of that par-
ticular denomination. He was the oldest of
eight children, and when but little more

than an infant he began his studies in a
private school. Subsequently he attended
the public schools in Philadelphia until he
was thirteen vears old. It was In one of

these that Henry George and the Rev. R.
Heber XNewton were classmates. Younsg
George was graduated at the Philadelphia
High School at the head of his class, and
imrmediately set about earning his own
living.

For nearly a vear after leaving school
Henry George worked as office boy in a
crockery importing house. That occupation
was too tame for a boy of his restless dis-
position, and having inherited a taste for
travel and adventure from his grandfather,
who was a sea Captain, he made up his
mind to go to sea. Before he was fifteen
yvears ole he came to New York in search of
an opportunity to ship as a cabin boy for
a long voyage. He did not have to look
far, and within a few weeks he was on
his way to London aboard the ship Hindoo.

From London he went to Melbourne, thence
to Calcutta, .and then back to New York,
the entire trip taking 2about fourieen
months. ¥or awhile the young man was
content tu stay on shore and learn the
rrinting trade. Within a year he tired of
that, however. and shipped again as an
ordinary seaman. This time he sailed on a
coasting vessel and was well pleased with
his voyage. 1In after yeuars he was wont
to revert to that experience wiith mucn
satisfaction. The fact that the Captain
complimented him and voluntarily paid him
the wages of an able seaman, he saild, was
the first encourageément he received as a
wage-earner. He surprised the Captain by
steering the schooner safely through a very
turbulent sea.

He Goes to California.

When about twenty yeadrs of age Henry
George started for California, working his
way around Cape Horn as a sailor before
the mast. He went directly to the Frazer
River region, but before he reuached@ the

mines the golid excitement, which had lured
many in that direction, had subsided. Mak-
ing his way to Victoria, in British Colum-
bia, he tock passage for San Francisco in
the steerage of a small vessel. In the
last-named city he muintained himself by
doing odd jobs, working at one time in a
rice mill. After a few months of fruitless
effort to get permanent employvment he
went tg Sacramento and there obtained
work as a compositor in the office of a
weekly newspaper. In speaking of this
period of his life JMr. George uszed to tell of
going hungr) through the streets of Sacra-
mento zand of bheing obliged occasionally to
sleep in a stable.

“1 was one of three young men who tried
(0 slart! an evening paper in Sacramento,”
2aid Mr. George “and 1 lost everything 1
had, even to 1mny clothing., I went very near
1o the starvation Lmit then, and for a
1ime I had no shoes (o wear.”” After hold-
Ing out as lung as poussible, George aban-
doned the little evening paper and returned
t0 the .ase as ¢ °~ sub ' in the composing
rooms of the estahblished newspapers., Soon
he drifted back to San Francisco. but not,
however. before he had married the girl of
his ch»ice, whom he met in Sacramento.
Henry George wus at tnat time an Episco-
palian, and the voung woman. who was of
Australian birth. wus a devoutr Catholic.
Mr. George was twentyv-iwo years of age
and the girl eighteen when they were mar-
ried. Both were penniless, and the bride-
groom. as he subsequently confessed, had
to “ stund before the parson”™” in a bor-
rowed suit of clothes. In consequence of i
quarrel between Henry George and the
Bride’s uncle it was a runaway marriage.
and the ceremony was performed in a hurry
by a Methodist clergyman. Some time
afterward, out of deference 1o Mrs.
George's wishes. the marriage was sance-
tioned by the Rloman Catholice rite in Sac-
ramento.

The first occupation that was available
1o young George after his marriage was
that of setting tvpe in the ofiice uf The
San Francisco Bulletin. For =everal years
thereafier the subject of this sketch con-
tinued 1o work as a printer, with varyving
success, in San Francisco and sacramento.
It was with proud satisfaction that both
Mr. and Mrs. Geurge used to sav of thagse
days: - For awhile our family had to live
on 9 cents a day, but we never ran in
debt.’”

The attempt 10 establish Maximilian on
a throne in Spain stirred a feeling of indig-
nation in the breast of the hard-working
young printer, and there being among his
associates several young men who sympa-
thized with the Mexicuns in their struggle
for liberly. George undertook to organize
an expedition 10 go 10 Mexico and tight
against 1Alaxin:ilian. He was to be the
First Lisutenant in one of the companies.
The Colonel commanding the expedition
was Hungerford. whose daughter afterward
became Mrs, John W. Mackay. This litile
expedition got all ready 1o start on an old

ailing vessel on which thev had loaded
10.000 condemned American rifies and some
other equipmenis. A United States rev-
enue cutlter appeared on the scene and
nipped the expedition in the bud.

His Writings Attranct Attentjon.

It was while working at his case in San
Francisco that Henry George began 1o
write for publication. He wrote several
articles on public questions and sent them
anonymously to divers newspapers. They

were published and attracted attention and
comment. Ir. Gunn, the editor of The San
Francisco Times. was o0 impressed by the
5{}'153 and quality of the letters that he or-
ganized a search for the author. It was
Henry George’s custom to mail his letters
in a Post Office box on a certain corner.
By waiching the letter boxes Dr. Gunn
soon discovered the writer and surprised
him by offering him a place on The Times's
editorial staff. George accepted the offer,
and after awhile became the managing ed-
itor of the paper. An article written bv
George on the effect of the death of Abra-
ham I_..meoln gave him an immediate ]Jocal
celebrity as a writer. In polities Mr.
George was an ardent Republican at that
time, and he also was a radical protection-
Ist. His tariff views were changed in one
night, however. He went with a friend to
the meeting of a debating club in Sacru-
mento. There a strong statement of the
protectionist side of the guestion was made
by a young man named William H. Mills.
In tellmg_ of this incident recently Mr.
George. said: ** 1 was a protectionist when
Mr. Mills began, but when he got through
I was a free trader. 1 have been an abso-
lute free trader ever since."

Mr. George was induced to leave The San
Francisco Times to become the managing
editor of The San Francisco Chronicle. He
did not find the associations in The Chron-
icle office agreeable, and remained there
only three weeks. About that time he was
asked to make a trip to New York for
the purpose of securing The Associated
Press dispatches for The San Francisco
Herald He nmiade the journey by pony ex-
press, and reached New York only to be
disappointed. He <vas rebuffeg@ by both
The Associal=d Press and the Western
Union Company. His experiences. how-
ever, set him to rhinking about the relation
between capital and lavoar. and he began to
form and express some radical idezs con-
cerning wealth and poverty. Mr. George
made the acquaintance of John Russel]
Young. then msanaging editor of The New
York Tribure, and wrote for him an article
in opposition to the free entrance of the
Chinese into this country. This article was
widely copled and commented upon bv other
newspapers, and it led 0 a persona! ac-
quaintance between Mr. George and John
Stuart Mill, whose theory of political econo-
my had &« great charm for the ycunger
writer. Mr. George wen: back to Califor-
nia ki‘n 1869, and resumed his newspaper
wor

Evolves  Progress and Poverty.”

His brief observations in New York and
other Eastern cities nad instilled into Henry
George’s mind some vaguely defined ideas
about tne growth of poverty and its cause.

m—

' He thought the subject over for two or
three years after his return to the Pacific
coast. It was while he was editing a news- '
paper in Oak!and that the groundwork of

the theory expounded in his * Progress and
Poverty ** came to him. The idea took its
first form from a sudden realization on the
part of the enthusiastic thinker that with
the growth of population comes an increase .
in land values, and the men who work the
- land must pay more for the privilege of
working it as it grows in value. In 1871
Mr. George wrote a pamphlet entitled,
~**Our Land and Land Policy, National and
' State,” in which he set forth the idea that
the value of the land belongs to the whole
community and that all revenuesg should be
raised by taxes upon it. In 1872 Mr. George
and two other printers atarted The San
Francisco Evening Post, which was a suc-
cess. Mr. George sold out his interest to
advantage, but a few months afterward
wasg induced to return to the concern.
Then complicationa of a political and finan-
cial character arose, and he lost all that he
had invested in the paper.

A convenient commission from the Gov-
ernor of California at this juncture gave
Mr. George the opportunity that he had
long desired to do some careful literary
work. As Inspector of Gas Meters in San
Francisco he was provided with a sufficient
income to relieve him from worry, and his
duties were not so exacting but that he had
plenty of time for reading and writing.
The manuscript of his book, ** Progress and
Poverty,” was finished about August, 18/9,
and was sent East to be published. At first
no publisher would touch it, and it was not
until after a former partner of Mr. George,
who owned a small printing. office, had
printed a few copies, that a responsib]e
publisher agreed to take hold of it. The
work was published in New York in 1880,
and in that year Mr. George brought his
family to this city, which has ever since
been his home. He went to Europe in
1881, and remained abroad for some time,
writing letters fr.m Ireland and England
to The Irisn World. in this city. In 1881
an Englisk edition of * Progress and Pov-
erty  was issued, 2nd met with a cordial
welcome. A six-penny edition subsequently
published had an extraordinary sale. Mr.
George became a noted man both at home
and abroad. and articles and lectures by
him on his land theory were in constant
demand. )

In 1884 Mr., George wrote ‘ Protection
or Free Trade.” His first manuscript was
lost, and he had to write it all over again.
Others of his works which attained a quick
popularity were ‘' The Irish‘Lan.d Ques-
tion,”” published in 1881, and ‘'‘ Social Prob-
lems.”” published in 1883. All of his im-
portant works have been translated into
German and French.

His First Run for Mayor.

A committee representing various labor
organizations in New York City called upon
Henry George at his little publishing office
in Union Square in the Fall of 1886 and
asked him if he would accept 2 nomination
for Mavor of New York. Although taken
by surprise, Mr. George, after some delib-
eration, gave an affirmative answer, and a
spirited campaign was begun under his own
direction. Abram S. Hewitt was the Demo-
cratic candidate and Theodore Roosevelt
was the Republican candidate. A conven-

tion of delegates from labor organizations
w4s held in Clarendon Hall on Sept. 21,
1886, and }Mr. George was formally placed
in nomination for Mayor. Large ratification
mestings were held subsequently in Chick-
ering Hall and Cooper Union.

The platform on which Henry George
made his fist canvass for Mayor contalned
the folilowing declarations: *‘‘The require-
ment of u property aqualification for trial
jurors should be abolished; the procudure
of our courts should be so simplified and
reformed that the rich should have no ad-
vantage gver the poor; that the officious
intermeddling of the police with peaceful
assemblages should be stopped; that the
laws for the safety and sanitary inspection
of buildings should be enforced; that in
public work the direct employment of labor
should be preferred to the system which
gives the contractors opportunity to de-
fraud the city while grinding their work-
men, and that in public employment equal
pay should be accorded equal work without
dictinction of sex. All taxes on buildings
and imoprovements should be abolished, so
thiat no fine shall be put upon the emnloy-
ment of labor in incereasing living accom-
modations; and that taxes should be levied
on Jand irrespective of improvements, soO
that those who“are now holding land va-
cant should be compelled either to huild on
it themselves or give up the land to those
who will.”

The much-discussed *‘‘unearned incre-
ment 7’ feature of Mr, George's land theory
rece-ved the following exposition in his May-
oralty platform of 1886:

““ We declare, furthermore, that the enor-
mous value which the presence of a million
and o half of people gives to the land of
this citv belongs properly to the whole com-
munity; that it should not go to .the en-
richment of individuals and c¢corporations,
but should be taken in taxation and ap-
nliel to the improvement and beautifyving
5f the city, to the promotion of the health,
comfort, education, and recreation of its
people. and to the providing of means of
transportation commensurate with the
needs of a great metronolis.”

The result of the election was a surprise
to those who had opposed George's election.
He developed a strength that had not been
counted on. The vote stood: Mr. Hewitt,
aN.502: Mr. George, 68,100, and Mr. Ronose-
velt, 60,435, Althourh Mr. 'George held the
belief that he was the vietim of an unfair
count he calmlv resumed his literary labaors
afier the election. and had since lived a
quiet bhut industrions 11fe. He had the sat-
isfaction of =eeing his * Progress and Pov-
ertv " translated into French, . German,
Spanish., Italian. Dutech, Swedish, Russian,
Jampanese, and Chinese.

His Most Elaborate Work Interrupted

At the tlme that he accepted the recent
nomination as Mayor of Greater New York
Mr. George was engaged on what he in-
tended should be his greatest and most ex-
haustive work, on ‘ The Science of Political
FEconomy '’ Besides the works already men-
tioned, Mr. George wrote and published
*“ The Condition of T.abor,” ** An Open Let-
ter to Pope Leo XIIL..”” and * A Perplexed

Philosopher.” which is an exposition of Mr.
Herbert Spencer’s contradiction of his early
tenets in his later works.

Mr. George was a man of amiable tralts
and very domestic in his tastes and habits.
'The home which has just been made deso-
late by his sudden demise was a most at-
tractive one, situated at Fort Hamilton.
There the philosopher lived In serene con-
tentment with his wife and children. Phvs-
ically Mr. George was not a large man, be-
ing only 5 feet 6 inches in height. His head
and features were cut of the common. how-
ever. JMr. George had many strong friends
among persons who did not agree with all
of his social and economic theories. He
waAas especialy strong in the affections of the
laboring men. In the last Presidential elec-
tion AMr. George was a warm supporter of
William J. Bryan. He declared during the
present campaign, however, that he cared
nothing- for the *‘ free-silver ' issue. and
thar greenbarks were the kind of monev
which he favared. ¥

Henry G.orge was arrested twice in Ire-
land in 1882 because of his freedom of
speech in addressing public meetings. On
one of these occasions he resented his ar-
rest and wrote to President Arthur reciting
the circumstances and demanding protec-
tion as an American citizen. His case be-
came the subject of some State correspond-
ence bcirween Loadon and Washington, and
as a result Mr. George received an apology
from the British Government.

For Mavor of Greater New Yorlk.

Henry Gecrge was nominated for Mayvor
of Greater New York by several organiza-

tions in the latter part of September and
the first of October. Among these organi-

zations are the TUnited Democracy. the

Home Rule Democracy, the Democratic Al-
liance. the Progressive Democratic League,
thz Loyal Democratic League. and the
Young Democracy. All of the George sup-
porters came together in a mass meeting at
Cooper Union on the evening of.Oct. 2 under
the general title of the * Democracy of
Thomas Jefferson.” It was at that mass
meeting that the nomination for Mayor
was formally accepted by Mr. George. The
platform adopted by rthe Jeffersonian De-
{x_mcracy contains the following declara-
ions.

““* We ¢laim the right to judge for our-
selves what real Democracy is, and we
take our instructions from our hearts and
our consciences, and not from the servants
of franchise grabbers or the attorneys of
tax dodgers. .

“ We Dbelieve in government by the people
and not by the traction, telephone, and gas
companies.

““ We denounce legislation by the courts,
Bovernment by injunction, and the shooting
of unoffending laborers by Deputy Sheriffs
and hired men.”

In Cooper Union on the evening of Tues-
day, Oect. 5, Henry George said, among
other things: . -

“I am a Democrat in the Jeffersonian
sense because I believe in the principles and
stand for the philosophy of Thomas Jeffer-
son.

‘““1t was not until it was shown to me
that unless I took this nomination only Mr. |
Croker’s representative must appeal to the
Democratic voters of the Greater New York |
that I consented to stand.”

“1 believe that I will be elected. 1 have

" always belleved that the Dernocrats, led by

the principle which Jefferson invoked--and
whnich has been cast aside like chaif—that
all men are created equal—will revivify this
imperial city, the country, the world.””
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