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SINGLE-TAX TOWN
PROSPERS ON GULE

in Fairhops Colony, Mobody

May Sell Land, Everybody
Pays One Properiy Value

Special to The New York Times.

FAIRHOPE, Ale., Aug. T—On
2 bluff above the Eastern shore
of Mobile Bay Is a small clear-
ing in the thick forest of present-
day taxes,

The clearing is better known
as the Fairhope Single Tax Col-
ony, a corporation of individual
leaseholders of colony land. Al-
though the colony itself occupies
only about one-fifth of the lapd
inside the corporate limits of the
City of Fairhope, its impact upon
the economic, civie and cultural
life of the community is in far
greater proportion.

Ths Feirhope Single Tex Col-
ony c¢ame into existence in 1595,
as » result of the determinaiion
of five men in Des Moines, Iowa,
to put io practical test ths
single-tax ideas of Hanry Gecrge,
famous advocite of the single-
tax view. ’

Qldeet In U, &

Fairhope's colony today iz bs-
lieved to be the largest of all
single-tax groups in the warld,
with the possible exception of a
kindred project in Canberra, Aus-
iralia.

" The Georgean view of singls
tax, reduced to simple ferms, ig:

Land should he made mecessible
to all individuals who would
make use of it themselves; the
prectice of land speculation for
profit and absentee landlordism
ja not only & drag upon the eco-
nomic bedy, but alss is in basic
disagreement with the land and
liberty tenefs of democracy: the
only just cherge for the use of
land is in the form of economid
ground rent, the income from
which would be expended for the
community's common good.

Riconomic ground reni, undger
the single-tax plan, is determined
generally on the basia of. to what
the land is suited for; the popu-
lar demand for similar land, and
sometimes upon what value is
placed upoen privately - owned
land in the same area.

The major difference betwes=n
single-tax land and privateiy-

owned land, is that you may
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SITE OF COLONY: A sin-
gle-tax group occupies a part
of Fairhope, Ala. (crosaj.

never selt sinple-tax land. it be-
longs to the single-tax group of
which you are a member. Yaou
may build 2 home o a bullding
or cultivate a farm on your lease-
nold, and then vou may sell those
improvements and youy srop. Bul
the land remains.

Of ihe five in the oviginal Jowa
group, oniy James Bellangee,
8. 8. Mapn, James P, Hunaoel
and Frasst B Gastorn became’
-residents of Fairhope, They were
joined by early aetilers from
iowa, ©Ohie, Pennsylvania, Mis-;
souri, Minnesota and the Pacific
Coast,

Chose Popr, Cheap Land

_The gingle taxers selected their
gite on poor, wooded land becausge
it was cheap. There wag only
331,000 in their land fund., They
purchased an original 433 acves
for §Y71,

Today the Fairbope colony
owns approximalely 4,000 acres
in Fairhope and Baldwin County.’

in exchange for rent, the
colony pays its lesseen” ey,
eounty and Stele iaxes on the

property they lease and the im-

rovemants they make on the
cased land. The colony alse now
pays itz lessees’ automchile ad
valorem tax and poll tax. Lend
Fents are due semi-annusally.

To become =z leascholder of
colony land, an individaal makas

9893

application for land and pays
half the first year's renf. If
found acceptable by the colony—
and colony by-laws are not too
stern—the applicant iz granted a
ninely-nine-year lease, he jease
passes to the lessee’s heirs, and
is renswable,

If the applicant wishea to
lease land already under lease
to another person, and on which
fmproveinenty  exist, both  par-
ties submit to the colony the
proposed purchase nf improve-
ments, If colony officers dacide
thet the purchage price is ex-
ressive and speculative in amount
they may refuse to approve the
Jeape transfer—ihe buyer aad
seller may appeal to a cominit-
tee of three disinterssied persons.
The committes’s decision iz final

Only Members Vole

Ome does Not have io be a
member of the Fairhope Bingle
Tax Covporation, legal parent of
the colony, to lemse colony land
The majority of the leasehoiders
in the Fairhope colony are nol
members. An individual may ap-

- ply for membership in the gingle

frax Corporation upon payment
of $100, Only actual members of
the corporation have woling
rights.

Rents are fixed each year. Full
wights of appeal are provided in
colony by-laws. Thers has besn
paly one general reni Increase
ginoe 1047, That increess tock ef-
foct this year, although colony
jand rent cornparss guite faver-
ably wifh rentz on non-colony
fand in the area.

o A, Gaston g son of Ernest

%2, Caston, one of the ooleny
founders, iz secretary of the col-
ony, as wae his Ifather. He iy the
only  full-time offiter of the
group, Hig sister,, Mig. Francis
Gaglon Crawford, iz editer of
the weekiy Fairhope Courier, in-
herited from the elder Mr. Gas-
ton,
. Repts on colony land fn 1907
amounted to $66.388, Mr. Gas-
ion’s annual report revealed. The
only other major source of in-
cote was 3,710 received by the
colony for oil leases on ukien-
anted land, Total annual income
was slmost $T3.000. Major dis-
bursements during the year in-
cluded £2R,334 paid for lsssees
{axes, and $34,408 expend=d for -
‘lands, highways snd property.

Until yecent years the histori-
eal tax pattern of the cily o
¥airhope hass been affected un
doubtedly by the single-iax view
of the colopy. At Tirst. the it
ievied only s property fax. Moy
receptly, however, as demund
for municipal  servicea  hav
grown, the cily has levied liguo
and beer taxes, sn smusemen
¢ax, 'and guite rvecently, a busi
nesy licenss 1ag,




