
TURANGAWA WAE I. -. 

BETTY -NOBLE reports from New Zealand on how the ancient spirit 
of the Maoris is shaping the policies of a modern political party. 

FOR THOSE living in the age of 
affluence all is not well. True, 

most New Zealanders wishing to 
do so, can progress from car to --
house to swimming pool to boat 
-to second car to caravan to second 
house.-  But all too frequently the 
fruits of the spirit evade us. And 
in the rush, to get from the first 
-car to the - second house much 
else is lost. Our environment is 
despoiled; - wildlife is destroyed, 
siib'drban neurosis becomes - a com-
mon occurrence in dormitory sub-
urbs, the nuclear family gives little 
support in times of crisis and the 
giant corporations and the bureau-
cracy wax and grow fat while the 
individualist and the small man 
wither away. -. 

So some thoughtful young 
people have been looking for alter-
native forms of society. They 
firmly reject the US system as a 
model, as it seems merely to have 
travelled further along the road 
New Zealand is already on. They 
also reject Russia and China, 
whéte 'the power of the state is 
aJf-pervasive, and the opportunity 
to' dot-one's own thing is conspic-
-uou-sl-y, absent. 

'Understandably, in a multi-cul-
tural society, these people turned 
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their attention to the Maori and 
his ways. They found that in 
Maoritanga there' .was a multi-age-
group society where there was 
room for the young and for the 
old, where women had position 
and influence, where the tribe gave 
a sense': of worth and belonging, 
and they found turangawaewãe. 

Although a reasonable transla-
tion of turangawaewae is that each 
person has need of a place for his 
feet, the spirit of turangawae-wae 
is ' much more than that. It in-
cludes an almost religious rever-
ence for - the environment, a recog-
nition of the need to husband 
natural resources, and a respect 
for the rights of all living things to 
life. 

All these attitudes have been 
embodied in the land and social 
policies of the Values Party. 

THIS QUOTATION from Econo-
I mics of the New Zealand 
Maori by Raymond Firth illus-
trates the Maoris feelings for the 
land: "In considering the econo-
mic aspect of the Maori system of 
land holding it is essential, then, 
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to examine in addition the non-
economic factors involved. The 
Maori had a great respect for 
land per se, and an exceedingly 
strong affection for his ancestral 
soil, a sentiment by no means to 
be correlated only with its fertility 
and immediate value to him as a 
source of food. The lands where-
on - his forefathers lived, fought; 
and were buried were ever to him 
an 1 object of the deepest feeling. 
"Noku te whenua, o ohu tupuna" 
—'mine is the land, the land of my 
ancestors' was his cry. This deep 
rooted affection received expres-
sion in a number of ways. . . 

M a n y remembered sayings 
about land bear out these views. 
The saying of a captured chief, for 
instance—"Send me a handful of 
soil that I may weep over it," and 
such proverbs as: "people die, are 
slain, migrate, disappear; not so 
the land, which ever remaining," 
and "I -greet my only surviving 
parent in the world, the land." 

The Maori, however, never 
owned land in the European sense, 
rather he had rights in it. A 
Maori hapu (extended family) 
might have the right to snare birds 
in a particular tree, or the right to 
fish in a certain part of a stream, 
or a right to have whares (homes) 
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*Denied access to the land which had sustained their forefathers, young Maoris 
protest at their involuntary unemployment. 
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*Maoris demonstrate on the steps of New Zealand's Parliament Buildings about 
the loss of their traditional land rights. 

in a certain place. A Maori tribe 
would claim rights only over land 
they actually used and there were 
no absentee owners. No rent was 
paid. 

The challenge for the Values 
Party is to hold fast to the prin-
ciples of turangawaewae - the 
rights of every member of society 
to land, the importance of conser-
vation and the rights of all living 
creatures to an environment in 
which they can survive— and at 
the same time fit them to a policy 
applicable to today's conditions, 
geared to a much higher standard 
of consumption than the Maori 
ever enjoyed. 

The proposals they have come 

up with are for a much streng-
thened regional and local govern-
ment structure, financed from a 
tax on land values; a much less 
powerful central government, and 
a decrease in income tax. 

The Values Party recognizes 
that our strong central govern-
ment, with its all-embracing 
powers of control, is destroying 
our traditional values by denying 
individuals the opportunity to 
adopt a life-style suitable to them 
and by alienating most of us 
through our inability to influence 
decisions which deeply concern us. 

As a first step, a Values govern-
ment would relieve all farmers of 
income tax in return for their pay- 

ing a factor tax on land. This 
would be assessed on a reasonable 
estimate of the land's production 
potential. The need for frequent 
reassessments is understood and 
endorsed. (Too infrequent assess-
ment of land values in New Zea-
land and Australia have done 
much to discredit site value rat-
ing.) 

VALUES, refreshingly, recog- 
nizes that rights must always 

be balanced by appropriate duties. 
It spells these out in relation to 
land. It recognizes that the indi-
vidual and group have rights to 
security of tenure, that they have 
a duty to pay the economic rent 
and any other legal charges on the 
land, and to keep the land in good 
heart. Values also recognizes that 
the community has rights in land 
and in addition to the collection 
of economic rent, proposes com-
prehensive town and country 
planning at regional and local 
levels. it is highly probable that 
in this country, with its low popu-
lation density, there would in fact 
be little conflict over land use, 
once there was a substantial tax on 
land values. 

The election in November, did 
not result in a good vote for 
Values. -. 

However, Values people recàg...:. 
nize that their work is educational 
as well as political. They 'are 'nOt 
disturbed by being called idealists. 

Why not work for ideals, they say. 


