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The Kingdom on Earth

CHRIST'S OBJECT IN LIFE. By Joba C.
Lincolu. Pubslished privately, 1948, 134 pp,
$1.50. Avadlable from Heury Georgs Schosi,

Reviewed by Wiam £ O'Comxor

$6R IY FATHER," recails Mr, John C, Lin-

P coin, “wus a thoroughgoing fusdames-
talist. He believied that the penalty for sin was
ciermal damnation, to be inflicred al some future
judgment dey. that Cheiss suffered the penafty
of man's sins o the cross; and thae by Faith
we can toke advantape of this sufiering and
avoid the penaity of damnatior that would
otherwise be indicted on us, and only by such
bekiof could the penalty be avoided” Content
neither o acoept this rigid theological wattern
nor tetally o reject the basic philosaphy of
which it wns en ouigrowth, the auther has
probed decply at the recorded foundations of
Christianity. His precise copclusions, based on
apalysis and syathesis of sources richly decn-
mented in this bock, reflect the objectivity of
the engineer and en integrity that brocks o
equvocation.

He found tuthentic souzces extremely mea-
ger. Christ, ke Socxates, wrote nothing. His
entite tecorded biography contained in the four
pospels, beief in spas and consisting of fre-
quently unreleted and often inconsistnt epi-
sodes, has  been  discrimivatingly  surveyed
against the background of history. The auther's
decisions, of necessity eclectic, are neither arbi-
trary nor esateric, but hear the stamp of rea.
sonableness and scholarly detachiment. The Sy-
poptics, the first theee gospels—Mark, written
about A. D, 65 and Matthew and Lake, writton
pechaps & decade or twe later—ars relicd apen
in pteference to Jobn, the feurth gospel, by an
unknown author, The Synoptics, in the avthur’s
opinion, present the true picture of Jesus as the
Jesish Messiah and not as ¢ divioe being, and
reveal that His real purpose was nat to Found
o church or religion or make possible personal
salvation, but tn establish the Kingdom of
Heaves on earthe—a far greater task. He tejects
as unfevnded any injurction by Tesus that peo-
ple should “believe oo Him'™ or that one mnst
be “botn again” or be baptized or join 4 charch,
He~did not preach the doctrine of atoncment
bt constantly enjoined obedience to the com-
mundments which, in essence. prociaimed and
exilted the Fathethood of God and the brether-
hood of man,

Jesus, eogrged in a critical steogele with the
Sanhedrin, recognized, he believes, the dangers
which confronted Him on His entey indo Jerusa.
[em but there is decisive evidence that He went
there not to sacrifica His life to atone for men's
sins but to set up the Kingdont of Heaven on
earth. The Jews expected the Messiah to he the
King of Kings and replace Herod by force.
Jesus after meditating in the wilderness con-
¢inded that the new reign of righteousness
could not effectively be established by force. It
could be accomplished only by converting men's
minde to accept the moral law, an essential parct
of mikueal lewesthe Fatherhood of God and
brotherhood of map—or bricfly the Golden
Rule. Consistent with this conviction, argues
the anthor, He urged His followers not to men.
Hon the miracles they had witnessed and He
steadfastly refused to accept the challenge of
His ehemies to prove His power by pecforming
a miracle.
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Io contrast o the conients of the first three
gospels the fondh relates that Jesus relied on
the mizacles to prove His divinity and that Na-
ihanicl recognized Jesus as the Son of Ged. Un.
foctunately, observes the anthor, Christendom
has socepled the fourth gospel with resnltant
perpeniation of error. The teachings of Panl,
who never knew Chiist and who sought to re-
cogzile the folk history of the Jews with his
“nowledge of the sacred philosoplyy of other
pasten f;ifhs, distosted the announced princi-
ples of Jesus inte early Christian thealogy. The
general belief of Jesns' followers after His crue
cifixion that He would rsappear on sasth and
establish the Kingdom of God helped to cre-
ate a mental atmosphere favorsble to the accept-
ance of Pasls thooties.

Christ’s eifect iz life, to establish the reign
of moral lawe in the worid, asserts Mr. Lincoln,
has been sacrificed to the imposition of a the.
slogy sorelated to his proclsimed purpase and
teachings. Tn the face of scientific knowledge
of the antiquity of man end his covizonment,
the churches contiove to feach the soty of cren-
Hen pooursing 6000 vears ago, the fall of Adam,
the doctrine of original sim) the vicerous sacri-
fee of Christ in g¥ooement for men’s slos, bap.
tistn, absolution, and postponed reward and
punishment herealtse. A true interpreiption of
Chsist's leachings, he contends, is that ans.
geessicas of moral law ace not offenses apainst
God but harmiul {0 the sinner; that the great-
est aod aorversal moral law s “Love thy peigh-
bor as thyself;" that “love Ged” meaes to do
the right thing even if the hacd thing,; that the
penzlty for avasion by individuals o: mations is
inzscapable and inflicted hers and now; and
that to those who make this their principle of
living individual saivation s but a by-product.
In these conclasions he has the acquiescency of
une of the world's greatest philosophers, Emer-
son, “He {the pr r} assamed that jud
is o executed in this warld: that the wicked
are seccessful; that the good are miserable and
then urged from reason and from Scripture
4 compensation to be made to both parties in
the next life. . The fallacy lay in the immense
concession that the bad ase successful; thar jus.
tice Is not done pow. . . Justice i3 mofpw
poned. . . This Law writes the Jawe of the
cities aod sations.”

The reader may find certaia observations ot
theories of the author, collateral to the main
thesis, less cleaddy supported by the evidence
submitted. The assamption, if such is intended,
that individoals ov groups can suffer the penal-
ties for the toansgressions of their forbeacs
seems to be in condict with the author's own
argument that the fallacy in the theory of stone.
ment Jics in the impossibility of one other thag
the transgressor suffesing the penalty. The chal-
lenge to Renan to account for the rise of Cheis-
tianity withsut conceding the historical fact of
the tesurrection is tinged with the logic of
post Lo praprer hos.

Religion bias been a froitful ficld of conten-
tion mad numerous and icreconcilable theories
have been espoused, Chris’s Object in Life te-
veals 2 thorough sad impartial examination of
available sources of enlightenment. It is not
only a constructive crigqm.- K{d religion o{ it offers
as well an impregnable philosophy of lising
supported by m and ;t:w.tsivc wemclusions
based upon peinstaking ceseasch. Tt can be read
—and reread——with interest and piofit,
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Chicage

A personalized campaigo for  promotion
and  fimancial support of fall clesses was
laonched oo Avgust 17th. Fitst in a scries
of loop session was A supper meeting of e
gional chaitmen who are E‘nﬁing the drive for
funds and students. Under the diesction of
Robest | Kennedy, chmizman for Greater Chi-
cago, the CUNPAign PROTAM Was n'tappcd in de-
uﬁ,n to be presented on Sepiymber 2nd at 3
second meeting that will be eustc\i by the
attendance of commonity eren chiismen whe
will stk with thuse maling the personal ealls.
Agtivity will mushroom on Seprember Bth inte
a blanket workshop of all charmen ond catlers
getting hnal instractions for the drive. After
the 12-day peciod during which each one will
rrmal?y talle with fve graduates oe other
viends of the school, callers will return evith
community area chaizmen for i report meeting
an September 20th, fwo waelks hefare the term
opaning on October 4t

T each azes class prometion chairmen will
supervise volunteer sddressiog of direct mail
advertising and the placing of pesters in trade
centers. Capatafiziag on the expedences of the
Baston sxrension, Chicago will supplement this
promotion with & series of advertisemects in
the Satnrday editions of the Daily News and the
Sanduy editions of the Chirage Teibune for
theee week-ends preceding Iﬁt opening  of
classes.

New York

I you have not received your copy of “The
Georgists of New York," written and illus
trated by Robert Clancy in commemoration of
New York's Golden Jubilee, please leb us koow.
This was mailed to all subscaibers of The Heory
George News.

The long awaited Teacher's Manua! cavering
Progrese amd Poverly is being nsed for the
fiest time in 11 New York sumoner classes
which bave an cnrellment of over 300 siu-
dents, maany just out of high school, The
manual is the monumental achievement of
Domenic Della Volpe, Tasephine Hansen and
Isidore Platkin, who gave theee years of patient
shady to produce it, & cnthusiasm with which
it has been received is a tribute to their con-
scientions wark.

The Schelkenbach Foundation reports v:g
interesting resulls from the quarterpige ad.
vertiserment for Progrese and Powerty which
appeaced in Life magnzine on July 261

Coming Next Month

“He is a gront man—he understands
interest,”

This eum laude endorsement in
Georgist cireles indicates how few
Tave mastered the complesition of the
subject, interest, It s important to
all readers of The Henry George
News therefore, to know thet next
month several nﬁagee will he given
over to an article on “Henry George
and the Cansation of Intercst,” hy
Harry Gunnison Brown of Minsouri
University, This eerious and search.
iug work will prove invaluable to all
carnest. stadents of economics, Be
sare to avadl youreslf of tlis ummr-—
tnnity through your school publica
tion.
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