INTRODUCTORY NOTE,

By Arrrep R. WALLACE,
President of the Land Nationalisation Society.

Tue author of this volume is a gentleman who has been long
settled in Tasmania, and is a considerable landowner there ;
and the present work is founded upon personal observation in
the Australian Colonies and also in England. It says much
for his freedom from prejudice and independence of thought,
that under these conditions he has arrived at conclusions
which are practically identical with those of English land
nationalisers as to the evil results of private property in land.

The lesson afforded by Tasmania is indeed very striking. It
is by nature one of the most favoured countries in the world. -
It possesses a delightful climate, free from the extreme heats
and long droughts of Australia ; its soil is varied and fertile,
its forests are magnificent, its streams numerous and overflow-
ing ; all the products of the temperate zone flourish there,
while for fruit production it is unsurpassed ; it has excellent
main roads constructed by convicts long ago, with railroads
and navigable rivers. Here would seem to be all the conditions
requisite for the support of a large agricultural population in
comfort and prosperity ; in place of which we find a large pro-
portion of the land still uncultivated, and instead of general
happiness and well-being, universal complaining, as with us, of
trade depressed, capital unemployed, farming unprofitable, and
all kinds of labourers out of work.

In that portion of the volume dealing with land nationalisa-
tion, the author shows us clearly the cause of this state of things,
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