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CANADIAN APPLICATION FOR SCHOOL:
CHARTER RUNS INTO BUREAUCRACY

Dne Qf the present-dgy tendencies in
Canadla” is, Puranhiraging  Tennyson, to

make the bounds of freedom narrower,

More and more types of business are be-
ing _subjecteld'to licenses, wmore and nore
individuals are’ required to pay an an-
nual tax (mizcalled 2 fee) before they
can  exercise their God-given right to
earn a living, ]

We have run foul of this tendency in
our- efforts to secure a charter for pur
Henry George School
matter for provincial Jurisdiction ip our
constitutional set-up, so our negotistions
are with the Provinee of Ontarin, Last
year's session of the Legislature Dassed
an Act to regulate trade and vocational
schools.  Any organigation offering edu-
cational eourges relating to trades or vo-
cations must be approved by the Depari-
ment of Bducation, must pay an annual
tee of 80 for itz basic subject, plug-§$10
for each additional course offered, and
must put up a seeurity of 3L000 with the
Minister. Al of ity esdvertising liter-
ature must be 0O.K."d by the Departiment,
Because thers have been numerpus rack-
ets in educational courses, the state must
save the fool [rom his folly: the good
enferprise suifers with the had.

The application for the Bchool charter
was duly made by our solicitors, T had

Education {8 a°

an interview with the official whe &d-
ministers the Trade Schools Act; he told
me that he had once won & dshafe in
which some - argitments taken from
“Progress and Poverty” prevailed. T as-

suméd we had a friend at court, ’
But, “the days grew mto waeks, the
weeks fe months,” and no charter was
forthcoming. T spent some time around
the government offices, where I learnad
that our supposed friend had put some-
thing like this into the report te his
chief; “I -do pot ses why this iong-ad-
vocated theory should receive an incor-
poration,” 8o thiz was the trouble, ¥
wrote g letter to the Deputy Minister
pointing ont the progress that this Hong
advocated theory” had made in the Brit-
ish Bmpire, quoting chapter and verse,
and egpeeially how it had been up in the
British House of Commons as recently as
¥February 15, 1939, :
A few-days later our solicitor report-
ed: “We've just had word that the De-
bartment of Education has passed the
application, so we ean now file the nec-
essary papers." RBefore long we showld
receive & document with tha roval seal,
and the “Clollege of Economic Science
will be launched. We hope for a smooth
voyage. :
HERBERT T. OWENS.




