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OBSERVATIONS OF A BRITISH VISITOR

A b h S b bk bk,

Dr. 8. Vera Pearson, eminent English phy-
sician and Geergist, culminated his New
York visit with =2n address before a
farge gaithering at the home of Mrs. An-
na George de Mille om DMarch 24. The
Iollowing is a summary of his remarks,

as given to Margery Warriner of The
Freeman staff. ’

I had been afraid that the move-
ment on the whole had gone hack,
the reasons being that (judged by
wisdom after the event) we had not
clearly and at all times exposed the
fallacies of socialism; we had been
tied to the political partles too
much; and we had not given to the
groups which were frying to spread
our philosophy that individual free-
dom which we preached,

Everywhere socialism in some
Torm is sweeping the world; it is la-
belled in one country Fascism, in
another Communism, in another
New Dealism, in another Lahor.
However high may be the ideals
some’ Socialist groups follow, ft is
well always to make it clear that
Georgists are anti-Soctalists.

Further, always associate the col-
lection of the commumity’s ground
rent with the abolition of taxes. I
mysell have ceased, as far as I ean,
to talk about the land question. We
in England live jin a couni;ry of near-
ly 80% town dwellers. When they
hear the land question mentioned
these town dwellers immediately
close fheir ears, believing that this
‘applies to agriculiural and other ru-
ral putrsuits and that it does not con-
cern them, Moreover, the genera-
tion of today is very apt to believe
that the land question was raised
early in this century by the Liberal
politicians of that day and that it
led to no freedom or prosperity,

As a consequence of these senti- ;
ments, I had held somewhat aloof :
from the School sponsors at home |
and in Awmerica because I thought '
they too were step-by-steppers, and
1 did pot kmow until arriving in New :

York that you were by no means
step-by-steppers.
or you show.

working along right lines. Your Di-

rector fortunately does not sSuffer '
from the faulis of some other prom-

. Georgist

I admire the vig- -
I Yelieve vou are

inent Georgists—he encourages new

workers to collaborate in the work |

of the School and delegates

such '

work to those who are keen and ca- .

pable.

I have always believed in the !

Socratic method of teaching. I have

not the patience which I believe |

many of your teachers have, but I
have been particularly pleased to
discover their tolerance and patience,
I feel sure, too, that the School is
well-guided in avoiding the estab-
Hshment of an organization and in

keeping away from party politics,
I am quite certain that in England °
many of our ablest men in the

Georgist movement have heen han-

dicapped by having to tow the line ;

with a political party. Progress can

come only by gaining more knowl- -

edge. In the chaotic condition in
which the world now finds itself, it
is the economic truths which you
are emphasizing so clearly which we
want to spread. In a word, prog-
ress will come by education, educa-
tion, education.

I have been much encouraged in

meeting Will Lissner, who comment- |

ed on my bhook

“The Growth and

Distribution of Populaﬁon” {which

unfortunately ig now out of print) as
being one of the few books writien
this cenfury dealing with pregent
problems purely from the Georgist

point of view. It may interest you :

to know that I expect a new book

on “Swollen -Cities” to appear with-
in a fortnight, and I have some hope

that an American edition may be
forthcoming, I have also recently
been engaged with an .American
in studying conditions in
Jamaica, with a view to collaborat-
ing with her in bringing out a book
about conditions there,




