Sureka!

AXES, taxes, taxes! Like the
weather, taxes are something
people are always talking about but,
unlike the weather, the ridiculously
high, unn and unfair taxa-
tion we have today can-and-should-be
lessened if not completely removed!
How many of you reading this
have said to youarselves or to some-

one else wﬁm received your
Ey envelope ‘e “Oh, my !

laborer, that is: vwho exerts his
energy in the cipn of a com-
modity or, let us include even those

who tf]ende: ;or;lces. however, ol
ing those 'professional” ?eaple -
may have means of o i
shifting the tax—these people
most,

We hayg federal taxes, state

death, we are taxed. Almost all of us
pay taxes. We grumble, yell, com-

lain, but however, we still pay.

me of us pacify ourselves by saying
taxes are necessary for the stability
and maintenance of our country. This
is a black lie! We absolutely do not
need taxation to the degree which it
is ggplicd, if we need it at all.

e all know that taxes breed liars,
crooks and thieves, and make basically
honest and decent citizens the victims
of “guilt complexes” because they
have chosen, not what conscience tells
them is right and just, but instead
have done what circumstances .
I was about to say that our present
system of taxation is for the birds but,
I am certain, that if our system of
taxation could be so imposed, the
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birds would immediately, swiftly fly
to some place in the world where the
taxation was more to their liking.

. Ever since 1 can remember I was
eoncerned about the “‘tax” situation. I

x heartache, misery, trouble
‘in the world. Although I
: these things I never
find any-answer. Also; I am not
the most religious guy in this world
but I do believe in God. I often said
to ‘myself, “If there is a God, and He
is good and kind and fair, how can He
let so many pople in this world suf-
fer without helping them?” Then one
day it happened! I had found the
answer. I read a book named Progress
and Proverty, and I said eureka!
Because of the limited space I can
not explain the feeling that raced
through me. Here, in this magnificent
book 1 found not only the answer to
the cause of industrial depressions,
, misery and heartache but, an
idea of taxation dug out of the files of
history which our present-day
system of taxation for what it is: an
ever increasing cancer that lives off
w::ﬁs of the poor while the unaffected
rich get richer!

Of course at this point you must be
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- ndering how could we possibly
 -eliminafe ‘our present system of taxa-
tion or at least 90 per cent of our
taxation and still maintain all that we
do in the United States plus what we
do abroad. Here is the idea. Eliminate
all or as many of the taxes we now
have to cope with as possible, and sub-
stitute just one tax, just a single tax!
Apply a tax to the value of land, irre-
spective of improvements and 90 per
cent of our social problems are solved.
. Questions will come into your mind
like, “if this idea is so good wi
hasn't it been done before,” an
"What about the le who OWN
the LAND upon which the tax w
" fall,” or, “even if this tax on
VALUE of land could be legally a.%
rlied where would all the money col-
ected go and again would we collect
enough tax this way to meet all our
expenses” ?

The reason we have industrial. de-
pressions, low wages, low mber?t,un
oyment, poverty, misery and enor-
ﬁ.ﬁlﬂy high Pent & becavwe of Iond
monopolizers—people who bold land
out of use until the value of land
sky high, then, either they sell thei
land at an enormous profit, or they
rent or lease it at rates that are so
high that the entire country is ulti-
mately adversely affected. Hard to be-
lieve? Just stop and think about it!
Is there any land in your community
not being used? Why??

I contend that the answer to our
tax problem is contained in the book
Progress and Poverty, published by
the Robert Schalkenbach Foundation,
50 East 69th Street, New York. I
emphatically recommend its purchase
and T am certain you'll cherish it
always. !
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