PRECEDENTS

ALL customary tenures in the Pacific provided for a
significant element of taxation, in the true sense of
contributions in labour, food, service and otherwise to
ity. The defence, public works and related
ies are now carried by central and local
governments, but there is considerable resistance to
transferring the relevant taxes to them, usually on the
grounds that it has no customary precedent - but it

the commu
responsibil

has.

It is not practicable to impose monay taxes on all

customary lands, but it is both feasible and generally
desirable to do so for those which have a reasonable
production potantial. But foreign aid in the Pacific
islands is so abundant that governments avoid un-
popular land taxes and rely instead on handouts. The
inevitable reduction of self-reliance and the negative
impact on agricultural productivity is unfortunate, but
unlikely to change in the existing political context.
- Ron Crocombe, Director of the Institute of Pacific
Studies, in Land Tenure and Agricultural Development in
the Pacific Islands, Tawan: Food & Fertilizer Technology
Center, Extension Bulletin No. 187, 1983
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Trading places

THE FIRST military coup in the
South Pacific was led by Col.
Sitiveni Rabuka.

Last year, Fiji elected a coali-
tion government dominated by
Indians, and the Colonel did not

like it. His men marched out of

overthrow
the democratically-clected
government.

To the rest of the world, this
was a typical case of an upstart
soldier taking power into his own
hands; who committed an unpar-
donable offence against democ-
and institutions; who
had forgotten that he was paid to
defend the realm, not take con-
trol over it

That was the picture painted by
the media. For the instant
analyses failed to identify the
source of the problem, which is
that the indigenous peoples had
finally asserted themselves after
150 years of religious and cultural
domination by colonial powers.

They were worried that the
Indians, the descendants of the

the  barracks  to

ratic values

indentured labourers who were
imported by the British farmers
to work their estates, were poised
to replace their former colonial
masters.

© Uncle Tom's Cabin appearcd in 1850 and not as

stated in our last issue

By PETER POOLE

Rabuka expresses the discon-
tent articulated by the Taukei, or
1. A foun-
der of the movement is Inoke
Kubuabola, a devout Baptist who
was appointed Fiji's information
minister, He explained:

“We believe this land was given
to us by God. The Indians ¢
in 1879, brought in by the British
to work the sugar. They mul-

sacred owners of the sot

didn’t want to go and fig
Fijian men went and they stayved
back to multiplyv and make
money.”

Now the ethnic Fijians are
slightly outnumbered by Indians
in the population of about 715,-
000. The indigenous people are
losing their land to the Indians,
and they feared that if this was
capped with political power there
was nothing left for the original
occupants of the Pacific paradise.

So in marched Rabuka's
soldiers.

Right or wrong, the fact is that
there can be no resolution of the
problem until the original
grievance - the erosion of trad-
itional rights to land - are satis-
factorily resolved.

AUSTRALIA'S original inhab-
itants, the aboriginals who were
culturally decimated by the white
colonists, have taken their cam-
paign for land rights back to the
Mother  of  Parliaments  in
Westminster. writes lan Barron.

Two representatives were pre-
sent at the launch of the London-
based  Anti-Slavery  Society’s
report Aborigines Today: Land and
Justice, written by Dr
Julian Burger.

Mr Burger toured the conti-
nent taking evidence. “Most peo-
ple expressed concern that the
present government had made a
commitment in 1983 to provide
land rights for all aboriginal peo-
ple. giving them the opportunity
to own land in inalicnable frec-
hold. but the pledge had never
been honoured. Hopes had been
raised and then dashed.”

T'he aboriginals want a clear
affirmation that they owned the
land. and white settlers should
pay them rent for the sites which
thgy occupied.

“The obvious consequence of
this is that lands that they are not
renting revert back to aboriginal
ownership and control. rather
than being described as Crown
lands.” states an advertisement
published by the Aboriginal
Land Council of Victoria. “In
effect the payment of rent would
mean that non-aboriginal Aus-
tralia will at last after 200 vears.
recognise black sovereignty of
this country.”

Mr Robbie Thorpe. chairman
of the Koorie Information Cen-
tre, Fitzroy, Victoria, insisted that
a policy of genocide continued in
the country that is celebrating its
bicentenary. Britain's prosperity
had been at the expense of
aboriginal children

“This report condemns Aus-
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_b_ig steal KL

¢ Stating their case Thorpe,
tralia. and I hope that something
is done about it because we have

got people dying in gaols and we

can’t take any more. We see the

the Queen. who s

actions o
oing out there to condone the

actions of the Tast 200 ved

LdS dn
aggressive act against the abor-
iginal people
Richie Shields. a
teller

film maker
that the
the biggest

e

and stony sand

centenary celebrates”
estate  land  sale in

real

world.”

lalking pasionately in Co
mittee Room 13 of the House of
I: "Charles

Commons, he declare
Darwin said we were the missing
link. so white Austrahians dont
want 1o

steal our culture. steal our land

but they wantus to have the white

see us as human. They

man’s tace and lust for money
Hitler. he said. would be happy to
Aus-

bi-centenary

see what was ¢
tralia today. The
‘a celebranon ot

going on 1m
was our
holocaust.”

Some land had been given o
them in South Australia. but it
was useless, he claimed

I'he two aboriginal spokesmen
wanted
their sovereignty over the land.

the whites 10 recognise

the rent from which would help
them to restore the culture which
had enabled them to sunvive for
40,000 the
“Our land claim doesn’t take one

yedrs on continent

left, and Shields
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picce of land from anybody.”

said Mr Shields

Ihey were willing to live in

EUROPEANS, weaned on

the noton that there s
nothing special about pro-
perty nghts in land, have
ditficulty

the cultural consequences

n understanding

of colomal interference

with traditional societies

writes Fred Harnson

Throughout the world

man's bwological and cul-

tural evolut nex-

was
tncably associated with the
way he related to the
ecological environment

Land
modity 1o be bought and

was not a com-

sold: members of a com-
munity were not denied fair

sccess 10 the resources of

nature these were  the
nventions of civilsation,
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South F slands, were

lucky

paradise where the minimum

they had settled n a
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The white man, with mis-
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vanguard, sought to change
th sland-
of Eden.
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harmony with the whites, pro-
vided they enjoyed the oppor-
tunity of self-determination.
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scholars beginning to docu-

ment the results.
Leonard Maenu'u

mer Commussioner of Lands

a for

i the Solomon Islands,
explains  the contrasting
land ethic which created

cultural conflicts on hus own
island of Kwara ee
land really

Our tenure

consisted of a system of
nghts of usage from which
we knew what units of our
society held what land, and
the extent of nghts of land
usage. People didn't attempt
to exceed these, and in fact
there were few disputes
over land
The
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