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Let’'s Consider Tax Reform

By CHARLES JOHNSON POST

’I‘HER.E is an vasy appeal in the philosophy
of Heary George that ks an aimost mgstecal
allurement o many minds, But there Is more
than an absteact nppet for 1 seatimeatal—or 2
septimentalizicg—huwaniy,

There s @ cold-blocded power of anaiysis
and n charoat stnetoe of relistic fogic tha
pechaps sonwtimes has heen obscused by the
wnotions inspired by his superb thetode He
spread ont . preas ansl basic philesophy based
upon the realisios of history and high human
reasonfog. And then he went fagther—he
showed what must be done o order to bring
fouth 2 fiving bivth for 2 sound order in huras
soviety, Sometlmes this 15 overdooked in the
passion for poctic abstractions. His will and
tectament leaves to the sincetity of us of to-
day and generstions to cuine, these words which
shoulid be branded in the minds of Georgists:

"But the seal af the Pz'ofcrg;:_-m‘.‘ﬂ woods to
ke supplenconted by the thill of e palitician,
While the ene need not fear ta arowse o ppoi-
ten, the otbker showid revd to misimize yveriits
anee: The politival art, like the miitary ast, con-
shits i aursing tha gredi faree pgainst the point
af least vesictynce; and, 1o driag 4 frr'm-ipn's
st quickly and efectively mio practcal poli.
fics, the madtnve whick preseits it thowld be 10
maderate whily Bivelway the prisciple i f
secnre the idrgest suppert and excite the laast
resistaned,”

Never, In 5o beief a pasapraph, has there
been condensed the ast of pzz?ngmda cam-
paigning aud the mechasisim of human peo-
1SS,

f Henry Grespe was no absteact, closet phil-
asapliet—and not becavse he spoke from tracks
it the open aie, vome wind or rain. He was a0
shy theoretician peeling tmidly from behisd
closed biinds at a rude wosld, He knew the
watld was crude sod rough—be hiad Sived
among it or cqual, or less than equal tenns, He
holdly laid down grew theosies and great puin-
ciples. And thep~-1 waster of theoty and aualy-
siy and a raasier of realism as well—-he set forth
the principles of buwan persuasion amd the
buaste faws by which hugsdn progess s achisved
in a deocracy, through political approach aud
development. He took the definition of politics:
i. 0, energies peraining to the state ot its gov-
evniacat, and rejected the actificisl one o popu-
lar with the oo pure in heart.Beyond the tenms
of a lugh economic civilization George envis-
ioned cconomic democrscy aud rsucixi ;usm;
through the cealistic approach of poiitics an

political mechanisms, l-}e was no pleasantly dis<

A Free Banking System

can savings. Full ground reat rust be collected,
in liew of taxes on production, so that everyone
way wosk as he wishes and recsive the full
product of 4is labar, thus suomaticatly josuring
1 stable price indes. Baak faiiures, furthermote,
would then oo loager result from o general
business depeession. While George did not dis-
cuss banking, as distinct from other business,
we cany see that by E?pi?ing his principles to all
business, he poiated the way o & cumpetitive
banking system, fres of government interférence
wned favorisen, and capable of serving the com-
munity at cost.

cersive apd (deslizing drcamer as his enemies
cantecaptuously would have him.

Hearben o Henry George aguin:® “T'o
lpaze whe buavd uswer sixdied ihe smbject, it
1 frsvn RAE BN $6 fropass 43 ins aréalest
ami more ¥ bing of alf reforms o mevé
fiessl vhange

A meze Bsoal change!

1t is reasonable te belicve that the author
did knos Lhat "3 muex fscal change” could be
brought about Did he not belisve in demaocta-
¢y a3 the lighest form of human association
yet schieved? Is it reasonable to think that he
bad merclp @ highly ethical colt in mind? Oc
that culruml issnurement was the expression
of human achievement?

Hemy George did got leave behind him an
sthereal fabnc of sciological ies, He
left behind him a hf“ﬂe ;!e fumz;f::ﬁ keen,

rating and social insight into s
gffm-;-zm of this somewhat crudely organ-
ized socivty that we call divilization, It was the
phHesophical and wpesbly Jogical mind of
Geotge himself who saw the vast potenrial that
strewchied (o the hozzon of the futwe. And he
saidd it would and conld come abowt by "' mere
fiscal change”

But how does tax rcform come about? Is
there any other way except through politics?
There is uo Santa Claus for civilization and
demoreacy; we have W work it out
realisms realistically scen and realishically ap-

coached.

F We do nat meed meee philosophess—they
happen but rasgly. We aeed tax refoemers. Not
sociologists, Geotge was that for all time. For
it ts 2 philesophy that is inect ondess it cn be
ttm-;givri snd born in tax rde&.-rm.

Nor did Geagge mean that political astute-
ness way solely to be sxpressed in founding a
brsad-aew political paitp—he was too shle 1
palitical historian o tbink that. He meant,
dlearly, by kis reference to politics, thy political
weight thut Zies T public scotiment-—the power

that lies in lic opinion, erpauized, pro
pandized :mr:r'a;ff;;gsd public opinioﬁ {{e
meant the realistic, conerete weight of the hue
man mind expressing itsell through the paliti-
cal channels that are the fibre of a democratic
goveenment and & democratic-minded people.

As ta politics, in. the carreat vernacular, it
is not siaply the wit of ranoing for ofiice, o
solemanly ponting & party label that nobody
reads and fewer vole, A waadi is simply a
detail—often tivial-—anl any I may do;
look at New England and Vecmont where New
Dzl Repablicans swept the Democmtic Roose-
velt into office! Palitics is the art of fafloencing
minds, and of weighing weasures and appeals
50 that they involve the principle, and are so
woderate a5 to secure the largest sopport and
‘cxcite the least resstance. And the seed has to
be sowa belore one can walk into a coavention
or a legislature with cven the most righteous
dream nnder ope's afm.

Politics is seal, politics is carnest! It is dif-
ficalt to see the sincerity that proclaims Georg-
ism and votes standpat Republican or standpat
Dentocrat—or that votes pot at all in a face.
tious protest aguinst the coarse realisms of poli-
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“Henry Georgo wos not merely
tex reformer,” savs the suthor
this article, “but his followers sho
e’ This is avother plea for m
vealism and lers theorizing, with |
tieular wnphasis on poliies wnd
bor. HDupert Mason, writing ab
Mr, Posta former article, said,
heartily agres that ‘we must beec
& Yiving part of the issues and for
of our own day’”

tigs in gencral. Siacecity comalits fn o«
ourselves with issues that exdy, omd w
adversaries we naust faee, and with the
that we mugr need, even though tae
nevar can see the horzons with us,

With Heury Guorge thiere way 1o
of the fact that there are groat surges an
ments in the mass mind of humanity—;
are Baving such aa e now, To fde witl
o shaps tham—even theayh slightly
given moment—CGrorge, ke Cronwell
that prager and tctics go hand in hap

To Geosge politics meant the art ©
g fricnds and aliies in such days, dyna
and not statically, andd to prosent @
front for the fitle steps by which ¢ivi
goes forward. Today the imind of man
sitive to injustice, He Jws o sense of ec
ethics which has aspiradon but neither -
fagy gor Jogic, This new social force is b
graduatly becoming articadate.

Ta the Republican Pasty and the
cratic Pacty bas begn added 2 new potenl
bar is on the marchfor what? Highes
wobetter living—a larger share in the
sunfight? Yer thels march 35 to the nuw
delintte chsy-consciousness played to the
tunes extracted from the complicated 1
of Karl Marx. Magx pow seems easy to
stand: Henry George is difficult, To ia
answet Hes in higher wages—and thelr
have broughs higher wagus, G 1L D, Th
scratched an itcl: for momentary relief;
witpes, in the beel time, have aot im
The answet is academis, and cortect, Bu
soch an seademnic verty 95 an excuse
saulting ocganized labor is to defy the ¢
sense and the momality of George,

It is teoe that there are rackeseers |
labor upions. But there are also rvacke
politics—Dbath parties, Drganized Jabo,
different from ang other form of ocgani
manity—it is exposed to the same pes
of crooks, racketcers, deeamers and ide
is the buman mass as 4 whale. The alt
organized labor are only sincere, ot u
died, when they come From open libo
whe de not obieet to servitude so long
og 4 low wige basis. There is, of course,
derful alloresaent in being against the
cteecing™ of lsbor: it makes sven the h
of us, 1n such moments of conteriptuon
ness, feel so muds better then our fel
thie humun menagerie! We are brief,
peasoning, aristocrits.

What would George bave said 7 Qrt)
Or done?

Henry Gearge is stiil great reading a
aaphly recommended to ol Georgists,



