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To the Editor:

The February issue features an excellent
article by Kiaus L. Hansen, and the article
“What's In a Name" Marshall Crane is
mighty good. I will add my name in favor of 2

new titde for the Georgist movement and think’

none could be better than the one hé suggests,
“Tax Reform.” Everyone is against present
taxes so there is little objection to the tide, and
it perfectly describes what we have in mind. 1
think 1 shall try the idea on my trip [to
Mexico]. I am no longer a Georgist—from now
on I am a Tax Reformer. Maybe we ought to
change the name of the paper to the Tax Re-
form News. .
—HOWARD I.. FREEMAN

Union, New York

To the Editor: .

I wish to refer to the first question of Harold
S, Buttenheim answered by A. G. Huie in the
janun.r{' News, which has to do with land values
and whether they would cover totals of muni-
cipal, county and school district expenditures.

It may interest readers to know that in the
Colony of Arden, which collects as nearly as
under present conditions it can, the annual rent-
il value of land — it has sufficed not only for
better public services than any comparable com-
munity of its size, byt for all the state and
county taxes, including school tax, imposed on
improvements. 1 doubt if it could pay income
taxes, sales taxes, etc, and still survive, even if
it did collect the full rental value. This the
trustees have not been able to do, since the

people constantly vote for a board of assessors .

who they hope will keep the rents down. Resi-
dents are glad of course, to be relieved of taxes
on their improvements, but they have a hmg-
over from the economic conditions they experi-
enced before coming here. They feel that the
“rents” may go up to an unheard-of price if
they do not put “control” on the trustees.
' —EATHERINE F. Ross
’ Arden, Delaware

To the Editor: .

I do not recall reading Messrs. Tucker and

Brown's responses to Harold Buttepheim's
questions, but I have just read those of Mr.
Huie in recent issues of the News. Mr. Huie
complaing that Messts. Tucker and Brown ace
not readily understandable by the man in the
street, I do not think Mr. Huie is as under-
standable -as he could be, and would offer the
following answers:* .
. First Question, Begin to collect it and" find
out. Rental is public property no matter what
its amount. If i does not suflice to meet public
needs, some tax levy can be added.

Second Questioy. The best answer is, How
}W)mld something that abates a thing stimuiate
it? .

Thizd Question. People will pay rent for de-
_sirable Jocation in the midst of the public. They
will pay 100 per cent of what they are willing
to pay—to anyone—to the public.

Fourth Question. Nobody will abzndon land
- he can occapy at the rent he offers.

Fifth Question. The raw value of oil, coal .

and trees is publicly created. It certainly is nof
privately created. It is therefore public prop-
erty. The public should collect 100 per cent of

PLAIN TALK g Gerome

1 made a startling discovery last
week I learned that I am a radical.
My Communistic intances have
frequently called me a “"Violent Re-
Actionary,” a “Tool of the Capital-
istic Classes” and similar names they-
hoped would insult me, but it
hadn't previously occurred to me
that the thinkidg of many people
had reached the point where the
measures 1 advocated were so far from what is
now commonplace that T could be classed as a
radical. ’

I su
cause T suddenly realized that the concepts I
espouse are at great variance with those which
have come to be populacly accepted in the last
15 .

Awgzron* reader called on the day of my dis-
covery to inquire as to the rights of landlords
with respect to their tenants. Somchow I acci-
dentally indicated that 1 felt 2 man who had
toiled and sacrificed sufficiently to cause a build-
ing to be erected — where none would have
existed except for his efforts —had a lot of
rights infinitely greater than the rights of those
whose only claims were based on the fact that
they needed a place to live. .

Almost instantly this reader informed me
that T was un-American; that in America we
had laws which gave tenants as many rights as
landlords had with respect to the butldings
which the landlords had erected and that my
views were Communistic.

When 1 asked this reader how he defined
communism I got a click which indicated that
he had hung up on me. -

1t was then 1 realized that this nation is al-
ready so far down what Friedrick A. Hayek

®Jerome Joachim ig the publisher of the Berwyn
Beacon, a weckly mewspaper in Berwyn, Mindis, @
rubnrk df Chicago,

the reason I was so startled was be-

= alled the Road Lo Serfdom that
thousands of people actually believe
that property rights are based on
needs 2nd pot on work.

There was a time when & man
who wanied a house knew ihat he
could have one only if he built it
or gave up surpluses which he had
produced in excess of his other
needs sufficiently great to compen-
sate the man who bad already built one.

Now many people have discovered that if
you have failed to make the cecessary sacrifices

urself you can get about what you need by

'niea member of & majority group. If the
number of people who need houses 1s greater
than the number who have erected houses for
rent, the politicians, in an effort to get your
vote, will confiscate enough of the property

‘rights owned by those who did save to give

you what you want on your ows terms. That
such a systena will prevent men from ever build-

. ing houses for rent and will eventually work

even & greater hardship on those who do not
make provision for their own needs coneerns
thiese politicians not, for by the time these prob-
lems appear they will have devised other ways

. to get the majority vote,

Webster defines the work “thief” as one who
takes the propesty of another by force in an il-
legal manner. When I use the word 1 include
all forceful taking whether it has been legalized
or nok. ) ' -

Using the word as I define it, I thiok we are
fast becoming @ nation of legalized thieves. By
law we are making theft not only safe but even
respectable. The “Robber Barons™ of the Nine-
ties often did the same thing bat never in. his-
tory has the practice been so widespread with so
many people involved. c

this #ndeveloped value, leaving the returns from
exploration, development and human effort in
the hands of those who create them.

Sixth Question. They should be assessed the
rental they would yield. _

Seventh Question. To be correct, the, phrase
should be: There can be no just title to he
value of an exclusive possession of the soil,
Thus corrected, the answer is: Yes, for city,
state-and nation. For nations (internationally),
it would be fine if the world were advanced

* that far.

Eighth Question. A tax cannot be levied on
land ‘valwes. Land has a rental value. Part of it
is publicly collected. What is left is privately
collected. The more the public collects, the less
there is left. If the public took all (as it should)
none would be left. As “land value” is capital-
ization of “what is left”—land value disappears
as a private asset. ) :
. —JosErH S. THOMPSON
) San Francisco

S[Mr. Busienbein's cight comiroversial gumestions
appeared in the News first in December, 1949, They
soeve repeated in the February, March end April issues
in 1930 with the cnswers of Gilbert M. Tacker and
Harry Gunnison Brown. The full fext was pxblz';bad
azain in Jemuary and Febraary thir year wih A. G.
FHuie's answers. We refer yox 1o thete issues rather
than repeat them 4 foursh 1ime.}

The Americans Assess Everything

'To THROW light on the much discussed

present status of Western Canada which still
bears evidence of early tax reforms along Henry
George lines, The American City Maga_;:ine,
edited by Harold S. Buttenheim, has published
in its February issue, statements from city

. officials in four Alberta and Saskatchewan cities, |

Land and improvements are assessed sepatately
in both provinces, with land being assessed at
100 per cent and improvements, in most cases,
at 60 per cent.

In Repgina, Saskatchewan, the present assess-
ment on buildings is only 30 per cent. Regarding
this, R. B. Wells, who is Tax Assessor and Tax
Callector of Regina, commented as follows:

“I am all for our present 30 per cent assess-
ment on buildings. It is a compromise between
the ‘single taxers’ and the Americans who assess

" everything 2 fellow owns at 100 per cent.”

Mr. Buitenheim, anticipating requests from
Ametican City readers for reprints of this arti-
cle, has arranged to provide them upon request
and graciously extends his offer to Henry George
News readers as well. Unless the reprints are
ordered in quantities, no charge wilk be made.
Wiite 10 the editor of The American City, 470
Fourth Avenue, New York 16, N. Y.




