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An Object Lesson

By GEORGE L. RUSBY

A MOST nteresting subject for study acd re-
flection is the econamic status of the Indi-
ans of our southwest.

Roughly, these Iedians may be divided into
LWO QEDUPS, Teprescnied, tespectively, by dhe
Navajos and the Pucblos. And these groups pre-
sent conteasts net ordinadly suspected o exist,

When Mevico ceded that southwest territary
to the Unired States, she was honorable enpu,
to exeept certain tracts of land which she had
previcusly decded to the Indians. and which
tracts those trbes continue to own today, They
appoint thew own judges, conduct their own
coorts and try criminels sccording to the stand-
ards of their own laws, Jt comes 25 a sugprise
to learn of these bacts which, theough physically
witkin the berders of the United Scates, do not
in cltcer helong to s,

These Indians are krown as the “Puebles,”
And it is with amazement tast the casual ob-
server who is familiae with the poverty aad
peneral degradation of the Navajos Srst con-
tacts these Pueblos. Nowhere could we find &
mote glating coatrast than is hese presentsd,
berwaen the cffects. respectively, on a given
race, of a jost land tenuse systam even when
crudely administered, and an unjust system

Considering their coude iethods it is not
reasonable to expect 1o find great weakh amo
them; but thece is encu?: for all, aud those
red men give evidence of gefting more oat of
life than dows the average white—whe, in spite
of advanced civilization leads a meagre and
starved existence, the chief exciternent of which
is in the effore o keep a job rad make both
ends meer,

Quly prejudice or ignorance of cconomic
principles could peevent one from hete recag
nizing the direct effects of a prevailing land
tenute systemn. The Pucblos own their lands in
comman. Every one can bave s much land as
he wants for use, but no more. Holding lend
idle, for speculative purposes is out of the -
tion. But there is no such thing as compulsory
sharing of product. What » man produces is
recognized as belonging to him exclasively,

To cite on illusteation of the sagacity and
tommon sense of these native Americans, and
their concept of justice: A member of 2 certain
tribe left and didl pot return. At the time of his
departuse hie had o farm which be had spant
several years in developivg and bringing to a
iigh staic of cultivation. For a long fime aftee
e feft, the faen hiy idle awaiting his return,
meantime becomiog over-grown and up down,
Another member of the tribe took possession
arud devored sevara) years more to it restoration.
Then a grandson of the original occupant un-
expectedly appeared on the scenc and insisted
on taking possession, He was refosed and the
case wen: before the Inding Court,

The judge, after hearing all the cvidence
rendeced his decision: “Yes, it is quite fittin
and proper Lhat you should have your gfanjf
Eather's old farm; but this other man has speat
tmuch time and labor restoring it. Ga, you, get
a prece of wild land, develop it and improve it
4 this man has done with your grandfather's
farm, and then exchangs with him.”

“Lo, the poer Indian!” Hew much we might
learn from him!

Pre-Georgian Justice
By LANCASTER M. GREENE

HE INDIANS of 19 puebios (villages)

nave a secord of ceniuties of peace among
themselves and with their neighbors, ssys Philip
Luacero, the sherifl of Islsia—a pucblo 13 miles
from Albuguerque.

“Why havz you been mors peaceful than the
Navaje. Shoskone, Blackfeet or Plute ¥ 1 nsked
Mr, Lucero.

“We have a different way of lving.” he re-
plied

"D you believe in private property?”

"Oh yes, indeed,” he said. "We thiok that
what 2 maee buiids is his and what he grows is
his after he paps any loans, For our community
we coliect rent For the land be uses, See thar
hoase and that stote over there ? They belong to
those who made thein, but they pay cent for the
fand.”

“How dogs a youngster coming into your
world get a start?” ¥ queried,

“We allot him a teact of Tand as spon as he
is ready to work it. When he wants to build 2
home we ez him have the site, and he owes
rent to Islets Pusblo for the site, He has jost as
much right to the carth as the rest of us; as
much right to the sun, the wind and the rain.
We own 147 square miles of land here, with
sore of those mountains to the east included,
We own all this together, but each owns the
resuits of his work individually. See that moun-
tain? It has fine timber, and we sold 2 lot of it
and the meoney belongs ta each of us—we are
demanding this from the Federal Government
wio are holding it. I want you to meet our old-
et Councilman, M. P. J. Lente, who knows
tmore about our taditions aed our problems
than anyooe. You see we are self governing and
we elect & governor, two sherifs 20d 1¥ conn-
cilmen.”

Me. Lente tald us the Tslete's greatest wosty
is over a bill to make Indians citizens of the
USA. They have beld long mwetings over the
fearful possibilities, for they may become liabic
for ous kinds of tuxes and lose their equality of
opportunity, and with it theic peace with one
another and ctheir self-government.

The proceeds of their tecent timber sale for
about $7,8C0 are being held by the United
States for Isletn “emergencies.” The Isletas say
this sum beloogs 10 then and they are the sole
judges of what an emergency is. They are not
vards of the United States like many other
Indisn tribes but independetit equals.

Alert young Puchls [ndians read of :he mil-
lions in il received by certain individual Indi-
ans in tries which parcelled their land to one
genesation of individuals in perpetuity, gave up
grovod dues and substituted income taxes, They
ure weighing the intemmal war in their teibe
and its disiotegration sgainst the possibility of
personal advantage to themselves, So fac the
adventurers have been told fo toy the USA
where there is strife and tension berween man
and man, wiere prizes awdit a few, and where
children are not assuced of the cqual epportu.
nity which is their inheritance in u pueblo. The
Pueblos have lived the same way for 400 years
az least. It is to be hoped that they can achieve
some of our “progress without poverty,” retain-
ing the basis in their ground dues and private
property in the products of labor,

“What Unemployment?”
By DONALD MacDONALD

TBIS IS the story of Tommie Jackson, Tinneh

Athabaskan ladian of the Upper Copper
River—an aborigine in & country where the
older tribssmen still have their noses pierced
for rings. where the bow and arcow is stil! used
to save valuable smmunition. Nez Coy, which
means The Questioner, was his Indian narne,
for Tomirie was by way of being a philosopher
and his mathod was the Socratic ong-—he asked
questions, . . ,

One day we were out blazing a teail. We had
our luoch wrapped in a acwspaper. 1t bore the
flaming headline *Unsmployment Crisis."” The
big word struck Tommic's eye immedintely.
"Now what she mean?

Well," seid I, “uaemplopment means no
work. White man think wark very good—he fix
it so alimost everybady has 2o work.”

"No sevvy me how white man think work
goad.” he sid,

Ap?_arcmly Tommie had & grasp of the basic
fact of economics—that man seeks to satisfy his
desices with the luast exertion—more than most
college graduates seem to know, “Well” 1 saidl,
"Toamic, 1 told you this was goiag to be tough
—but white man fix it so you have to work.
He gives all the Caribou to one man, all the
foxes o another man, all the fish to another
wan, ali the teees to stitl another, and you have
te pay $5.00 before you can kill a Caribon oc a
fox, cut a tree ov catch a fish. So then you have
to wock to get the $5.00,"

T know what ¥ do,” said Tomunie, T it
dows.™

“Oh no. Tommie, ane man own all the sit.
fing-down places. You bave to buy 4 plice to
sit down or pay so much every day, White man
fixt it $o you have no place to sit dowir—you
kesp moving, Such men, without place to sit
down, who keep moving we call “bums” Yon
heed that word at the trading post,”

This thing of buying a place to sit down
(2 hoow) had Tomumie completely flabbecgast.
ed Aftee considereble thought, muttesings and
growlings in his own guttural tongue, he burst
vut “How he gec that way—one man own 3!
the sitting-down places, the trees, the Caribou—
you tell me that.'

"Welh" said I, "maybe so Government fix
him that way,"

"Huh," said Tommie, “Me hear much about
him, never saw him, What does he look like?”

I bad to explain government. "Maybe so all
same yotie Chief."”

"Oue Chief,” said Toramie, “He Chief to do
us good—not bad—our Chief us bad we kill
him quick. White man think unemployment
bad damn fool him."

Many days Tommie Jacksorr Nez Coy worricd
over the white man's systemn. He saw men drive
stakes to hold inining ground. He saw the trap.
pres presemptiog hiy huntil;lf grounds, He saw
the terribie system coming. He sked me whether
white men all thought it right to charge for
sitting down plices. So 1 told him the stery of
Heney George, and now there is a litile Henry
George Jackson on the Upper Copper River,
But still the question came, nnd so the end.
Tommiz Jacksen, the Questioner, killed hituself,
“He Wink too much,"” the other Indians said,

—Reprinted from The Freeman, Nov, 1938
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