Oetober, 1910.

BRITISH COLUMBIA.
THE SINGLE TAX IN VANCOUVER.

Much attention is being attracted in (anada and the United
States to Vanmcouver, British Columbia. Some vears ago that
itv exempted buildings, by 50 per cent. of their value,
taxation. This experiment met with success, and later the build-
ng exemption was ratsed to 75 per ecnt On March 2nd, 1010,
the Vancouver City Couneil totally abolished all taxation on
mprovements, and to-day is raising all revenue from land value
lon~.

The result has been eminently satisfactory, and
extracts bearing on the situation are worthy

The first i= from a letter in the
September, from the Rev.
(‘amb.), who is in Vancouver :

There are nearly a thousand motor-cars in Vancouver,
swobably not a score of private chanffeurs,  That
ure both of the abundance of mon~y and the scarcity of lab
I'he labour offices are advertising for labourers at a wage of t
hillings per day ; and skilled workers in many trades can
more,  But it is the handworker and the navey for whom there is
demand. The man with the black coat and the soft hands has
no more openings and no better pay (the difference in the cost
f living being taken into account) than in the Old Country,

If one were to ask some of the leaders of loeal polities what
were the turther canses of
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its prosperity, they would at once
refer to the ** single tax ™" and the principle of taxing unearned
nerement on land.  Vancouver has been working with these
:-lr':.nll_\' for the last hfteen vears, and now has .Hil-|rlwi them
without reserve. All the munieipal services, and they are mor
numerous and better Iu'rf-nrnu-rl than in many English towns,
MY -u|,|in-:|'fozi by the ],n'uc-.-m{a of a tax which is called ** single ™
becauss it is a tax on land alon®, not on the land and buildings,
And the land is re-assessed at short intervals, so that the com.
munity loses little time in drawing its share of the enhanced
value which, according to the theory, is Inrgely due to the growth
and energy of the community itself.  Other towns have adopted
the system wholly or in part. Prin Rupert, destined
terminus of the Grand Trunk Pacifie, has adopted it from the
beginning,  But none of the others Vancouver in
importance ; none is more satistiecd with its suecess,  The tax
is at the rate of twenty-two mills, which works out at ahout
sixpence in the pound on the eapital value of the land.  The
system is attracting attention and enquiry from  economists
and municipal governments all over the continent.  The official
reply to all enquiries is that the ** Vancouver experiment,” which,
indeed, may no longer be regarded as an experiment at all, has
resulted in such a rapid upbuilding of the city that no one, not
even the extensive landowner, has any desire to return to the
former non-progressive scheme of taxation.  The benefit to the
city is seen in part in the determination of the owners of land
to put it to the best |.'rl-~i|l|\~ use,  Undeterred "_\' the fear that
the capital cost of improvements will become the basis of future
sment, they build with a new freedom ;  they readily
“serap ™ old buildings, and already much of the old property
in the heart of the city has been replaced by structures of a very
different kind. On the other hand, those who are not prepared
to make economic use of their sites are discouraged from * -
ing them up.” Urban land that is unproductive to the
munity =oon becomes too expensive for the owner to keep,  In
Churche

wonches

wme directions the system works inequitably, andd
charitable institutions situated in industrial district
their sites assessed on industrial values when they have no corr
sponding opportunity of inereasing their revenue.  If they an
not t w driven from such districts, some modilication in their
favour will be required.  But while it is difficult te
ereddit for Vancouver's prosperity among the various contn
'll] ! Ll ."r'l L] |" t '.I-lll'

mav  find
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buting
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for the ngi tax.”
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SOUTH AFRICA.
LABOUR PARTY'S MANIFESTO

We have received from a correspondent a copy of the South
African Labour }’..11_\'~ (Durban Branch) Manifesto to the electon
at the eleetion of members fo w Union 1%

cluded. Under the h Taxation ™ 1t \ I"hi

bear equally so as to give

liapent Ju=t con
should
ar put any at adi

wling
vantage,
advantage, Hen upon labour
the products of labour, and the carnings of labour, should Ix
gradually abolished, thus lea gosacted to the individual all
that belongs to the individual, and taking for revenue purpo

that which belongs to th value that
attaches to land by th community I"his 1% our
Under Lavhour the manifesto proceeds ;

of all wealth and labour 15 the father, we
of land mon ]-'I|_\ h_\ the aforesad prin
1|_\ freeing the natural opportunity,
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.1-|||||.||.|r|'|l\ill‘.l--\‘.l s all taxe

community, iz, the
growth of th
ultimate aim.”
“ As land is the mother
advocate the abolition
.\]u]- s« of taxation, thus,
ereating conditions wh will attract a free white population ;
also, we advoecate the prohibition of the importation of contract
neral Workmen'
Act, State Insurance, and old age pensions, general cight hours'
dav or a 48 how week, proper safeguards for the health of
workers in and factor prohibition of Sunday labour
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DENMARK.
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE DANISH
SOCTETY.
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