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Winnipeg, Sept. 24, 1911.
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reaty of that time. In 1866 this was

he United States in retaliation upon

for her sympathy with the Confeder

ing the Civil War.
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ciprocity pact was the first result,

itforms we heard the same ringing

ainst the mighty which character

ized Liberal utterances in opposition days. The

farmers’ leaders stated clearly that they wanted

Reciprocity to demonstrate their willingness to dis

pense with the last vestige of tariff which was os

tensibly for their benefit. This, they asserted,

would be followed by a general campaign against

all tariffs. The farmers were also denouncing the

railway monopolies and the banks. These interests

all took alarm and made common cause in fighting

the Government. They argued that if the farmers

could force the hand of the Government in this one

thing, their organization was dangerous; hence the

government had arrayed against it all the forces

money and privilege could unite.

Money was spent like water. The “old flag” was

waved, the annexation bogey resuscitated, the ha

tred of Yankees innate in the breast of provincials

invoked, and a special appeal to the English or

British-born voter was made. Empire, flag, king,

country and that high-sounding phrase “fiscal inde

pendence” were enphasized by the exhorters for

special privilege. The people did not know that

Robinson Crusoe was the true type of man fiscally

independent. This was the fault of the Liberal

party. Years ago it had given up its campaign

of education on behalf of fiscal freedom, and the

campaign addressed to narrowness, provincialism,

passion and prejudice swept the Government away.

In defeat Laurier suffered merited retribution for

the fifteen years he had permitted the Interests to

urge their campaign while he made no counter cam

paign—indeed, in many cases became their well

intentioned but misguided tool.

*

Only a few things are plain. The Tory party is

inevitably to be the hand-maiden of the Interests;

the alliance is irrevocable. It was made by the

Interests, and the party must now stand and deliver

the goods.

Governments in Canada when once seated in power

are hard to dislodge. Nothing is more tenacious

than the politician's grip of office. Fifteen or twenty

years will no doubt elapse before the Tories are

driven from power.

Many of us in the meantime look for a distinct

line of cleavage between the East and the West.

Ontario returned only 13 Liberal members out of

86 seats. The farmers say the manufacturers of

that Province regard the farmers and consumers

of the West as a special preserve where they may

fatten. This campaign of restriction dictates to the

farmer both where he shall sell and buy. If I judge

aright the temper of the people of the West, they

will not long consent to be driven into a stock

ade and corralled for the benefit of Interests.

The hope of the West is in its increase of popu

lation and representation in the House of Com

mons at Ottawa. The Decennial census has just

been taken. This will give the West an increased

representation of 20 or 25 members. The American

population, too, will flock to the standard of de

mocracy and freer trade. But at best it will be a

long, slow battle. The war between democracy

and privilege will, however, be carried on; and

though the road be long those who have the cour

age to tread it shall reach the goal.
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The reverse will not deter our peculiarly West

ern movement toward democracy. The farmers are

determined. Many young men in the cities are at

one with them. We believe the tendency of the

East toward dictation will accentuate Western rad

icalism. The movement for Freetrade, Singletax

and Direct Legislation will go on with unabated

vigor.

If the East is domineering, a few years will wit

ness the growth of tremendous annexation senti

ment in the West. Already I have heard expres

sions of it. The growth of a distinctively Western

community supplemented by American immigration

may in a few years reverse the complexion of af

ſairs. This anti-annexation campaign with its mo

mentary success may at last defeat its own pur

pose; it may drive those who scorned and laughed

at the idea into advocating it.

1:OH}. RT L. SCOTT.

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS

CANADIAN “RECIPROCITY.”

New York, October 2, 1911.

In your editorial article on Canadian Reciprocity

in the issue of The Public for September 29th, at

1)ages 993 and 994 there is reference to an alleged

increase of price for print-paper in consequence of

the defeat of the Reciprocity arrangement. This is

a mistake. The print-paper clauses of the Reciproc

ity scheme did not depend upon the acceptance of

that agreement by Canada, but took effect as soon

as the President signed the Reciprocity bill. Print

paper from Canada now comes in free, except such

paper as is manufactured from wood cut on the

Crown lands of several Canadian Provinces.

The newspaper publishers who, as you state, were

the chief influence behind the Reciprocity move

ment, working for their own pockets in order to

escape payment of the very low tariff tax of 91%

per cent formerly imposed on print-paper, were

not satisfied to have their particular interest de

pend on the action of Canada. They took good

care to have the Reciprocity bill so worded that

they would get free paper in any event.

So the net result of the great Reciprocity agita.

tion is—free print-paper for the newspapers, and

no relief in tariff burdens for the 90,000,000 Amer

ican consumers.

W H II) In H. N. G. In A H.A.M.

NEWS NARRATIVE

The figures in brackets at the ends of paragraphs

refer to volumes and pages of The Public for earlier

information on the same subject.

Week ending Tuesday, October 3, 1911.

Italy's War of Aggression.

Italy's covetous intentions toward Tripoli, the

ill-governed, lar arous dependency of Turkey on

the north coast of Africa between Tunis and Egypt,

have suddenly taken expression in what may be

called a national marauding expedition, as was re

ported last week, at which time Italian warships

were arriving off the coast of Tripoli. On the

28th Italy presented to the Turkish government at

Constantinople a final ultimatum, two previous

ones having been sent on the 13th and the ºth.

In the final document it was set forth that “during

a long series of years the government of Italy nº

ceased to make representations to the Porte uſ"
the absolute necessity of correcting the state of

disorder to which the government of Turkº "
abandoned Tripoli and Cyrene,” anºl demanded

that these regions should be admitted to the bene

ſits of the progress realized by other parts of the

Mediterranean and Africa. The ultimatum. "

proceeded to the declaration that—
The Italian government, having the

henceſ on th to protect its interests and

has decided to proceed to the military

of Tripoli and Cyrene. This solution -

one that will give Italy power to itself decide

itself attend to that which the Imperial sº

does not do. The royal embassy at consº.

is ordered to demand a decisive responsºº
subject from the Ottoman government withinº
four hours of the presentation to the Porte ſº

present document, in default of which º to

government will consider itself as beiº, d to as:

proceed immediately with measures de”

sure the occupation.
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Ith stated that the Italian naval “”.'''.imatum tº

|)uke of the Abruzzi, had sent a 11 * threaten.

the authorities in command at Prº'. warships

ing bombardment unless the Tui I-1s 1: should "

which had taken refuge in the har!”

delivered up.
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