September 8, 1911,

House without a roll call and without even a call for
the “Noes.” I have seen a State Senator hand a
$100 bill to the Speaker of the House in order that
the Senator's bill might be put on final passage. I
once heard a party floor-leader in the House offer
to deliver 19 votes for $1,900; and the offer was not
made in a whisper. 1 was in Governor Altgeld's of-
fice when he signed the veto of the “eternal monopo-
lies bill” which ruined him financially,—and he knew
it would ruin him.

+

Mr. Trowbridge says the “financiers are hopeful
that the voters will place a check on legislation
which {8 detrimental to the reputation™” of Oregon.
That is precisely what Oregon voters have been do-
ing for elght years; and they are going to place a
few more checks of the same kind—but not to please
bond-buyers and financiers and would-be monopolists.
They are making the laws under which they must
live and do business to please themselves, keeping
in mind the fact that a legislature often enacts laws
to please others than the great mass of the people
who must live and do business under them.

If Mr. Trowbridge had taken the trouble to con-
sult Mr. William M. Ladd, head of one of the oldest
and greatest private banking houses on the Pacific
Coast, he might have modified his interview. *“I
would rather trust the people to vote on the thirty-
two, or any other number of important measures,
than any legislature,” says Mr. Ladd; and he was
once a member of the Oregon legislature.

It Mr. Trowbridge had taken the trouble to inves-
tigate, he would have found that Oregon, with her
terrible Initiative and Referendum, adopted only
eleven Constitutional amendments in the five elec-
tions from 1902 to 1910, inclusive, while at the same
elections, without the Initiative and Referendum,
California adopted 46 amendments. Are financiers
!oul; times as much afraid of California as of Ore-
gon?

+

Regarding the home rule in taxation amendment,
which is now getting teeth, I want to quote here,
from the Oregon Journal of July 18, the very day on
which Mr. Trowbridge's wild interview appeared in
the Oregonian, something significant, which it at-
tributed to the report of R. G. Dun's trade review of
about that date: “The report says that the bank-
ing situation in Portland is normal, with an active
demand for money and interest firm; that there is
a well defined movement among bankers to decline
all loans except those for legitimate business enter-
D;ises. All applications for loans for investments
in real estate for speculative purposes are being
uniformly declined by the banks.” Do you mind
that, now—that last sentence?

’ W. G. EGGLESTON.

+ + +
GOVERNOR JOHNSON OF CALIFORNIA

California, August 30.
The recent appointment of Louis R. Glavis (Presi-
dent Taft’'s conservation victim) as Secretary of the
new Conservation Commission of California has
given very general satisfaction among progressive
people and publications. It answers a great many
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guestions which were belng asked respecting the
plans of this Commission, established by the last
legislature, with $100,000 to spend in the next two
years. ‘

In a recent letter that energetic and effective
leader, ex-Governor George C. Pardee, the chairman
of this Commission, says that “Matters of waters for
irrigation and power have been taken up in codpera-
tion with the Department of Agriculture and the
Geological Survey, and the gauging of streams is in
progress.”

The law which created the Commission provides
that it is “established for the purpose of investigat-
ing * * * * forestry, water, use of water, water
power, electricity, electrical or other power, mines
and mining, mineral or other lands, dredging, recla-
mation and irrigation, and for the purpose of revis-
ing, systematizing and reforming the laws of this
State” on the above subjects. This is a large order,
but Governor Johnson has placed three very strong
men on this Commission—Pardee of Oakland, Cuttle
of Riverside and Bull of Arcata.

Another new Californian institution, the State
Board of Control, has been illustrating the funda-
mental principle of conservatism by saving a great
deal of public money. After straightening out lesser
wastes in State offices this Board compelled the
State Printer to follow the law respecting bids for
supplies and incidentally cancelled some $90,000
worth of illegal and needless orders.

All of Governor Johnson's appointments have justi-
fied and strengthened the reform administration of
California, but nowhere has he put better men_than
in those two economy groups of progressives.

C. H. 8
+ * +

THE NEW YORK TRACTION QUES-
TION.

New York, August 31

There is one point in our subway problem in New
York not touched on in Mr. Leubuscher’s* instructive
and interesting article, to which 1 would like to
add a supplementary note. The point in question
is the difference between the bid of the Brooklyn
Rapid Transit Co. for an operating lease covering a
system that would be complete in itself, and that of
the Interborough which stipulated that the routes
must be laid out so as to be of no practical value
except in connection with their existing lines.

While in form accepting the 10-year lease to which
the city officials are now restricted by law, the prac-
tical effect of any such condition would be that the
new lines would be tied up to the Interborough for
the remainder of the 75 vears’ contract that they
hold on the old lines. This very marked difference
is the reason why those who favor munlcipal opera-
tion have preferred the Brooklyn Rapid Transit
alternative to the other, or at least laying out the
lines and building them to meet that company’s
proposition with the hope that by the time the con-
tracts for operation come to be actually let the
preindice against municipal operalion among the
public may have disappeared.

It is quite probable that both of the companies look
to get thelr financial backing from the sgme source.

*See current volume, page 848, -
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