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TODAY the issue of land value tax-
ation is being clouded by a soil 

value tax. This tax is based on the 
worth of the soil itself—its agricultural 
productivity value. Accordingly soil 
evaluation surveys in many parts of the 
United States have already led to sub-
stantial revisions in land values and 
land value taxes. 

Many land appraisers now believe 
these surveys provide excellent infor-
mation on which to base land values. 
A number of county tax assessors have 
reached similar conclusions, and as-
sessors seem inclined to revise land 
values and tax bases for entire coun-
ties according to the findings of such 
soil value surveys. 

One difficulty arising from this situ-
ation is that the appraisers'and as-
sessors involved in these soil value 
surveys often refer to their projects as 
land value surveys. As a result of this 
misleading use of words, many pro-
ponents of actual land value taxation 
have been dangerously lulled into the 
blissful state of believing that their 
own programs are being perfected. 
Nothing, however, could be further 
from the truth. 

Soil value is not land value. A soli-
tary factor like soil value has little to 
do with the actual value of land, which 
is based on the presence of people and 
the activity of the community. 

The soil value of the rich earth in 
America was high when the first 
settlers arrived to colonize the prairies. 
Yet as valuable as the soil was, even 
richer in resources than it is today, the 
land area itself had little value because 
it lacked the presence and activity of  

any community. Only when the com- 
munity developed did it gain its value. 

Aside from the misleading terms 
used by many soil value tax advocates, 
a second difficulty exists. This stems 
from the erroneous belief that agricul-
ture is the primary productive occupa-
tion in America; that the value of land 
should therefore be determined mainly 
by its soil worth to farmers; and that 
the presence of urban residents, busi-
nessmen and industrialists is of little 
aid in determining the value of land. 

What then does the soil value tax 
mean to you? As in the case of any 
erroneously determined tax, if your 
plot of land is erroneously taxed on 
its superior improvements rather than 
at a rate commensurate with its loca-
tion in comparison to the surrounding 
plots, then you are being cheated. On 
the other hand, if it is assessed at a 
lesser rate, then the community (which 
includes all of its members) is being 
cheated. Either way, you lose. 

The unjust loss in each of these in-
stances results directly from the mis-
taken impression that soil value is the 
same as land value. Yet if true land 
value taxes are ever to be imposed it is 
ideas like these that must be corrected, 
for land value is based solely on the 
presence and activity of the commun-
ity. There is nothing else involved. 

Nicholas Siia, Jr., poet and free-
lance writer, is available for lectures 
in the Pittsburgh area after January 
first on issues involving protection 
and free trade. (See HGN for April 
"Why Not Domestic Free Trade?") 
His address is 1104 Century Building, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15222. 

DECEMBER, 1969 	 9 


