The
out delay. It is intended for the re
lief of persons that have occasion to
send or receive money through the
mail in small sums, and who are
now embarrassed for want of some
convenient and safe means of trans
mission. This bill would meet that
requirement while furnishing the
most convenient small change ever
yet devised. It provides that postcheck notes shall be substituted, to a
certain extent, for the paper currency
now in use. These notes would be
of various denominations, from five
cents to five dollars, and in size
by 4 inches, and a space would be
left on each for writing in the name
of a payee and his post office town.
So long as this space remained blank
the note would pass from 'hand to
hand as money; but by filling in
the space and affixing a postage
stamp of one cent for notes under
one dollar and of two cents for those
above that amount, the holder^ of a
note could make it payable to a par
ticular person at a particular post
office. These notes, therefore, would
be exactly like paper money, except
that they could be transmitted
through the mail with the same safe
ty as a money order or check. The
effect of the bill consequently would
be to replace all the paper currency
of five dollars and under with post
checks which, while passing from
hand to hand as money, would at any
moment be available for transmis
sion as checks drawn to order.
IS IT THE DEAD CAPITAL OF A
DYING BEPUBLIO?
One needs to spend but a few
weeks in Washington to feel the in
fluence that the party in power has
over visitors that come to the city
even for a short time. ' All hesitate
to make an adverse criticism concern
ing the war now pending in the Phil
ippines, however strongly they may
condemn it in their own minds.
It is no longer possible for citizens
of the United States to remain in
doubt upon the radical departure of
the present incumbent of the white
house from the principles and poli
cies which have guided all presidents
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in the past. Although this cannot
commend itself to the intelligence
and conscience of a large number of
people, yet they are silenced, or al
most stifled, if they attempt to ex
press a conviction based upon the
great principles enunciated in the
declaration of independence.
How thoroughly the lash of the
party in power whips all its members
into line is well illustrated by a con
versation with a congressman held in
the parlor of the Eiggs house. He
was a man under 40, educated, one
would think, as a true American pa
triot. The conversation was in part
as follows:
"Then you approve of converting
our republic into an empire?" To
which he answered:
"Most assuredly I do."
"Do you believe in a revolutionary
movement which will destroy the
principles of the declaration of in
dependence?"
"Oh, fie!" he replied. "What is
the declaration of independence?
Merely a piece of schoolboy oratory."
From whence is the influence which
can so revolutionize the minds of our
young men, especially those we trust
to make our laws?
Three women's conventions were
held in Washington during the
month of February. All were silent
upon this burning question of the
hour. Officers of the Suffrage asso
ciation made it difficult for its mem
bers to give any public expression
concerning the Philippine horror, al
though many of them pronounced it
the greatest crime of modern times.
The Daughters of the American, Eevolution held their annual convention
during the week which includes
Washington's birthday. Longreports
were made of the preservation of val
uable relics of the revolutionary war,
many of these antiquities being mere
slocks and stones; but nothing was
said about preserving our immortal
declaration of independence and the
constitution inherited from our fore
fathers. Also the Woman's National
Single Tax League, which was or
ganized in Washington in February,
refused to pass a resolution denoun
cing the Philippine policy of the ad
ministration, because some of its mem
bers were in government employ.
These organizations lost an opportu
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nity to make their influence felt when
they did not permit the Philippine
iniquity to be publicly discussed at
this particular time. But we have a
consolation in the fact that men pos
sess the Australian ballot and by their
votes can give forcible expression to
their opinions with impunity.
LOUISA SOUTHWORTH.
Cleveland, O.
THE GREATEST WANT OF THE AGE.
This boasted nineteenth century of
progress, of social activity and of socalled philanthropy has had many
critics and detractors. Plenty of men
have detected the hollowness of its
civilization, and the questionable na
ture of its philanthropy. They have
seen that materia.! progress does not
mean human happiness, that intel
lectual culture is not the same thing
as moral culture, and that the moral
progress of the human race is almost
brought to a standstill by the huge
spectre of international distrust.
What the age wants is not somebody
to tell it that there is "something rot
ten in the state of Denmark," but
somebody to act as if he believed that
there was.
In short, what we want is some in
dication on the part of those who
know the truth, that they really be
lieve it, and are prepared to make
some sacrifices for it.
Let us for a moment "survey man
kind from China to Peru." Do we
not find that the best energies of the
men of all nations are devoted to the
manufacture of machines for slaugh
tering their fellow men, who have the
same right to live as themselves? Do
we not find that nations, even when
not at "war" in t he physical sense, are
still in the habit of erecting tariff bar
riers on the boundaries, thus prevent
ing that natural interchange of labor
which God intended, and insuring the
maximum of human exertion with the
minimum result? Do we not find
that the throne of the world is occu
pied by capitalization with its callous
disregard for all the nobler aspects of
human nature, that for its sake gov
ernments are prepared to make war,
the law courts are prepared to decide
that black is white, the newspapers
are prepared to blacken the character
of inoffensive tribes, the church is
prepared to pour its mercenary bless

