LETTER FROM IRAN - By ILSE STILLWELL (Tehran, Iran) dv Y~ L__,)‘W _

- Tran has many problens, including the land question, with which the Shah has
been trying to grapple. ILare@ holdings were ordered to be distributed to peasants, . '
but they were not exactly given away, as peasants had to pay either in a eash pri~-
or in installuents. : '

A law was passed in 1962 establishing the maxirmn linit.of ownership for ls. .-
omers. Any landowner nay kecp ownership of one village which is defined as a re:-
idential area for a nurber of people whose main occupation is faming. The area o
land is not taken into account. ' ' ' '

Sore landowners, under this law, had to give up L9 of their 50 villages. How-
ever, there is no limit to the size of the one village they may keep. It is said
that landowners consented to this law because of the fear of Corrmnisn.

The 1962 law also deals with land appraisal and payment of price, The Ministry
of Agriculture first deternines a standard conversion index for each region, The
distance of villages fron cities is taken into account, al® village revenue, and
the manner in which the crop is divided between tenant famer and landlard, The.
result of this index and the land tax of any estate determine the value ~of that
estate. For example, if the index for a region is 120 and the land tax of that vil.
lage 20,000 Rials, then the price of the village is 120 x 20,000 or 2,100,000 Ri~™,

There is a new Property Reconstruction tax act for the taxatio of real estate
according to assessed value., A property valued at 10,000 Rials will pay a tax of
8.35 Rials. This includes both land and buildings. .

The land refoarn and new tax law fall far short of the effective type of land
and tax reforn we want, but at least it is some kind of start. .

‘,»

MAXTME TOUBEAU: 1883-1969
Cormandeur de la Légion d!'Honneur
_ Directeur Honoraire au Ministdre de 1liAgriculture A ‘
Président de la Ligue pour la Réforme Foncidre, Fiscale et le Libre-Echange

Le 21 mars 1969 est décdde¢ & Meudon, France, M. Maxime Toubeau s fils dtAlbert
Maximilien Toubeau, llauteur de la répartition métrique d'un impot foneier sur le
sol, desting & renplacer les autres impbts, tant directs qu'indirects.

Clest autour de celui-ci que se rasserblait un petit groupe qu'on peut quali-
fier de “Néo-Physiocrates Frangais," et clest lui qui organisa en juin 1889, lors
de 1'Exposition Internationale du Centenaire de la Grande Ré&volution, le Congrés
Agrairc de Paris que présidait 1'illustre théoricien de 1! Trp6t Unique, Henry Gecr g
le faneux livre de celui-ci, Progrés et Pa vreté avait fait tour du nonde, tradulc
dans la plupart des langues. ~L'ancien secreétaire du Conte Idon Tolstoi, Victor
Lebmun, cita & Maxinme Toubeau les paroles de Tolstoi, "Pour lutter contre 1ridée
de Henry George, il n'existe que deux moyens: la dénaturer et la taire."

Dans cet ordre dtidées, Maxine Toubeau a non seulenent conservé la mémoire de
son pere, mai% il s'est voué 4 la propagande de ces principes, autant que possibli:z,
méne pendant ses fonctions dlenployé du Ministére dfAgriculture, jusqu'd un haut
degré, et surtart, quand ayant pris sa retraite, il se chargea du travail de sec-
rétaire, et aprés la nort de Daudé-Bancel, de la Présidence de la Ligue pour la
Reforne Fonciére, Fiscale et le Libre Echange, avec le jourmal, Terre et Liberté,
Un géorgiste trds pur et trés dédié nous a laissé. : -

— PAVIOS GIANNELIAS (Lyon, France)
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