
Suggestions for Practical Work 

TJNDER the above caption in January-February num-
ber of the SINGLE TAX REVIEW appeared an informing 

article by Mr. George White. As endorsing the comments 
therein and elaborating on other details the following is 
added. 

There should be no reason for any intolerance of any 
kind by one variety or species of Single Taxers toward 
any Other. It is perfectly natural that each individual 
should have his own ideas as to the relatively important 
and unimportant, not only by reason of his own observa-
tion as to the appealing power with his own acquaintances, 
but possibly in part by reason of one's individual code of 
thinking, as between materialistic and ethical conceptions. 

There exist various parallels. Among preachers, many 
make direct appeals for higher codes of conduct by refer-
ences to things material, and essentials of material kind 
for business success along with "honesty as the best policy." 
Others appeal on entirely different basis. Again in the 
Prohibition Campaign, there are those who say that prohibi-
tion would never have been achieved but for its economic 
aspect and social gain, decidedly a materialistic argument. 

Those who favor either Single Tax or a Higher Land 
Values Tax, with total exemption from taxation of all 
products of labor, should cheerfully and willingly allow 
any other his own method and appeal. Naturally all agree 
that certain team-work achieves the best results, but if 
one insists on another variation and added loss, perhaps in 
opinion of others, but not in -his own, why not recognize 
at all times and as suggested by Mr. White, that each for 
himself must decide some questions for himself? Is it not 
more important that one be sincere and honest in his 
own thinking, than orthodox in anything from the view-
point of others? 

In Texas, there can be no Single Tax until the constitu-
tion is amended, unless, indeed, like the Pastoriza Experi-
ment at Houston, it be in spite of the constitution. The 
constitution declares, and statutes are in harmony there-
with that taxation must be equal and uniform on all classes 
of property whatsoever. Yet this same constitution is a 
dead letter, as are the statutes, in so far as being effective 
in having any cash, notes or credit of consequence listed 
for taxation. - - - 

All Single Taxers and advocates of land values taxation 
are also handicapped in Texas as in New Jersey, to which 
reference is made by Mr. White, by the failure of any law 
to require separate valuation of "real estate" as between 
the land value and the improvements thereon.*  The effort 
in the 1921 legislature to have suchlaw enacted, failed, 
some said by reason of lack of faith on the part of the oppo-
nents of the Single Tax -trend or land values taxation, to - 
be able- to support their arguments if tax figures became 

- *New  Jersey has a separate assessment law. Mr. White's complaint 
was that in farm districts a good deal of the, value that assessors in- 
clude is really an improvement value. - — Editor, Single Tax Review, 

available for more exact argument, thereby depriving then 
of opportunity of appeals to prejudice. 

The writer has at various times endeavored to aid tb 
trend toward Land Values Taxation, and primarily for tha 
reason, was candidate for legislature of the Wichita-Wil 
barger County District in 1920. The campaign wa 
clouded by various other issues as always. -Voting was fo 
successful candidate about 2,500; for the writer 1,300, wit] 
two other candidates totalling about 1,200. In 1922, afte 
redistricting, Wichita County alone made the, district, an 
the writer was in 1922 defeated by vote of approximatel: 
2,600 to 2,100, with the land tax question as one of th 
chief factors, though clouded by the Klan and other issues 

Endorsing the comment of Mr. White, it is believed tha 
such campaigns afford, especially when they can be divorce 
fror immaterial issues based on prejudices of sundry kinds 
a very effective method of "propaganda" for transforma 
tion of taxation laws. In the last campaign, there was di 
tributed by the writer some 3,000 copies of the "Pittsburg] 
Plan," by Harry Willock, a tax pamphlet leading towar 
Single Tax, and about 2,000 copies of "Unused Democracy,' 
another pamphlet by the same author, advocating exemp 
-tions for all products of labor from taxation, as well a 
similar data from other writers. - 

Finally, it is believed that all possible individual won 
should be done, by all interested in the Single Tax, in pass 
ing on to their friends their Views as to taxation. Tiji 
power to tax is the power to destroy, and as such is a basi 
problem- in any government. All advocates of the Singi 
Tax, or Land Values Taxation, should be thankful for an 
and all assistance that is sincere and honest whether b 
those who believe in it as a fiscal policy only, or as a soda 
philosophy, to which the purely fiscal theory must, after all 
inevitably lead. F. G. SwANso 


