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American Federation.

Making. better Americans is a worthy
endeavor, No people ever had a better op-
portunity to be great. And, consequently,
no people ever bore a greater responsibil-
ity. It is their duty not only to make the

.most of their opportunities for their own
sakes, and for those who are to come after
them: but it is their duty to succeed, if
suceess be possible, for the sake of the
less favored peoples in other lands,—Ilest
they despair utterly. :

The avowed purpose of the Betler
American Federation, as quoted above, is
worthy of all praise. Any body of men
and women -who will honestly, intelli-
gently, and unselfishly work to that end
is most deserving. Put the success of

such endeavor must in the end depend

upen recognizing actual conditions, and di-

recting effort toward attainable ends.

America’s greatest philosopher, Ben-

jamin Franklin, said: “It is hard for an
empty sack to stand upright.” Translated
into present-day terms this means that ap-
peals to patriotism and the finer traits of
character are likely to meet with little re-
sponse from those who have no substan-
tial stake in the country. As the wit
facetiously put it, “Few men will lay down
their lives for a boarding house.”

..~ _As an example of the practical better-

Lmerican makers the efforts of the Tax

“Relief Association .of California may be

cited. This organigation is approaching
the problem of character building of the
\merican people from the fiscal side. In

--a recent address in behalf of the measure

to be iniroduced in the . legislature, ex-

~ Los An'géies, Calif,, Oéfober, 1924 .

. . : ; . . .
. Making Better Americans
To re-awaken in America a realization of the responsibilities of citizenship; to
a more general and intelligent acceptance of those responsibilities . . . . to oppo
develonment of class consciousness and the class domination of government, busin
society; . . . - to defend the right of private property as the only practizal inc
tc the full exercise of individual emergy, skill, and thrift. Constitution of the

empting from taxation $2,000 worts
improvements on land, and all pex
property, the Association says:

Tt is hard to get a start in the world.
tion should be less on a man when struggling
a bare living than when he is more prospertis
The proposed exeraption will have the same ef-

_feet as the $2,000 exemption ¢f the Federal In-

come Tax Law. In the same manner our inher-
jtance tax laws relieve small inheritances.

In former days the Federal Government helped
a man to get a start in life by allowing him to
homestead 160 acres of government land.  As
such land was seldom worth more than ten dol-
lars an acre aib the time of homesteading, the
economic value of the Government's gift did
not exceed $1,600. Compare this in economic
value with the $2,000 exemption of improvements
of the small farmer. Assume a tax rate of fomr
dollars 'a hundred—perhaps this is an average
tax rate in many parts of California—and -the
taxes exempted on $2,000 worth of improvements
would be cighty dollars a year. Tighty dollazs
a vear, considered as interest on a five per cent
basis, and capitalized Into principle, equals
$1,600. S :

In view of the fact that farm tenaney
in the United States increased, according
to the Census reports, from-25.6 per cent
in 1880 to 38.1 per cent-in 1920, it is only
natural to infer that there must be some
basis for the discontent in the farm re-
gions. When the farmer, who 15 naturaliy
conservative, breaks away from his oid
party affiliations it means that his faith
in the old order hasg been rudely shaken.
If he, with all that science and invention
Lave put in his hands, cannot do as well as
farmers fifty and a hundred years ago did
he wants to know the reason.

fa it not worth the while of persons
other than politicians to mguire into the
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catge and core of this trouble. Until edn-
cators, and responsible investigators and
students go to the bottom of this problem,
and make an intelligible statement of the
facts, together with a practical remedy, we
ghall get nowhere. It is not wise to pin
too much faith to disinterest—devotion to

country when increasing wealth is accom-

panied by a decreasing proportion of farm
owners and home gowners. o
American farming has held out two in-
ducements to the farmer: First, the gain
from what is produced on the farm; and,
second, the gain from the increase in the
- value of the Jand. These two interests are
“eanflieting.
“for érops he wants only ag much Iand as

he can till to good advantage. If he uses
thedand for speculative purposes he wants

all the land he can get.

“The working farmer uses his ecapital
nd:credit 16 eguip his farm with every
Iabor-saving device, and builds up the fer-
- tility of his soil. The speculative farmer
expends his capital in buying more land,
and: neglects his improvements and soil
#Ag.soon as possible he rents to tenants
too poor to buy, and these tenents neglect
Inprovements and soil.

The speculative farmer, if successful,
increases his ewn fortune, but he depletes
the wealth of his country. Whereas, the
working farmer, when successful, in-
creases his own and his country’s wealth
at the same time. Nor is thig all. The
speculative farmer who
wealth at the expense of his country be-
comes a cynic himself, and makes a lot of
discontented ecitizens who, being them-
selves propertiless, have nothing to fose
by. a social upheaval, and everything to
Zain. S

The only certain and steadfast defender
of the rights of private property is the
man who owns private property. Pos-
session far outweighs exhortation, Ab-
stract love of country has its appeal for
high-minded persons, but a financial in-
terest makes that love concrete. The Bet-
ter American Federation, and other patri-
otic societies, cannot . .do better than to
stady the program of the Tax Relief Asso-
ciation.

Make it easier for the struggling tenant
e own a farm, and for the weaker brother
in the city to own a home; stimulate busi-
ness and stabilize employment by remov-
ing the too-heavy load of taxation, and
there will be no temptation to be anything
but a good American.

- bonds of public utility districts.

If the farmer uses. his land -

increases in -

{0 economy.

DIRECT LAW-MAKING {
Five laws relating to taxation, which

~appear on the California ballot, should
arrest attention: . e

: i
No. 3.—To impose & poll tax—sheuld be
defeated.” The poor are slready overbur-
dened by taxes on consumption. Having
paid as much tax as the rich on sugar and
other necessities, we should net add an
equal head tax. Voteno. R
No. 4.—To exempt from taxation the
These
bonds should be on the same footing as
the fax-exempt State and municipal bonds.
Vote yes. . _
No. 5.—Exempting lands leased by the

1. 8. Government for air ports. Taxeson

land values are paid by the owner. KEx-
empting air port leases would merely add
to the land owner’s income, without aiding
the Government. Vote no.

No. 9.—Empowers the legislature to tax
non-California securities at a nominal rate
in order io tempt holders to list them.
These securities are now taxable, but they
are concealed. A better law would be to
exempt them from taxation along with
California securities. Vote No. ‘ ( '

No. 16.—Btate Water and Power Act.™
Thig is the same measure, with a few mi-
nor corrections, as that submitted two
vears ago. It is a comprehensive plan to
develop the water power of the Siate by
the people, for the people. Theva iz noth-
ing new to be said of it. Persens who be-
Iieve in publicly owned highways snd-wa-
te1 works—which were private enterprises
nol se many years ago—will favor the
measure. The charge that it will add enor-
mously fo taxes is false.

VWhen a city issues bonds for walcr-
works, the people are burdened no more
than if a private company issued bonds
for the same utility. Bonds will be issued
for the development of power, whether the
work be done by the people or by private
companies, and the consumers will pay the
entive cogt. While the State Board of Rail-
way Comiissioners fixes the rates of pri-
vate companies it does not fix the expendi-
tures. Asg the Commission allows a gen-
erous percentage on the investment and
operating expenses there is little incentiv

&

Few private companies are so smail that
they cannot have a $25,000 president. The
Pacific Gas and Electric Company pays ity
president $50,000. Sixteen of the highes
officials receive ten thousand dollars, or
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more, a yeur, the average being $15,875.
When it 15 realized that the Governor of

the Siate receives only $10,000, it will be

Seen why the officials of these companies

are using such desperate means to defeat
the Water and Power Act. Vote yes.

TAXING CORPORATIONS

The most cazual scrutiny of the State tax sys-
tem will show that each user of gag and elee-
iricity, each: palron of the street railways and
the zteam railrosds, each purchaser of a gallon
of gasoline pays his share of the cost of the State
government. . :

Tindey the Oalifornia State tax system the cor-
porations ynerely collect the taxes they pay to the
State; their own parnings and aetivities being
regulated by the State Iailroad Commission. The
commission opsrates om the simple basiz thag

< id to the State by the corporations mast
cied in the rates charged to the consumer.
D08 Angoles Times.

ARTISTS IN THE ROUGH

“The reason why Los Angeles is not world re-
nowned in art for its museums and statuary, its
grand public buildings, its thousands of fountains
with daneing nymphs, tritons and fauns,” said
David Edstrom, the sculptor, “is that Los Angeles
does not understand the artist” :

“But that is not entirely true-there is one
type of artist whe is wnderstood here—the real
estate salesman, the man who can make any old
hole or hill or sand dune flower into 2 new Eden.

“T have often dreamt of what a school of poets
and artists Los Angeles could' create were our
real estate salesmen converted into real workers

_in stone and on canvas and all their divine talk

given more permanent form.”

GETTING SOMETHING FOR NOTHING

The great sore spot in our modern commercial
life is found on the speculative side. Under pres-
%, which foster and encourage speculation,
-ss life 18 largely a gamble, and to “get
something for nothing” i3 tov often considered
the keynote to “success.” The great fortunes of
today are nearly =il speculative fortunes; and
the ambiticus young man just starting out in life
thinks far less of producing or rendering service
than he does of “putiing it over” on the other
fellow. This may seem = broad statsment to
some; but thirty yesrs of business life in the
heart of American commereial activity convinces
me that it s absolutely true. S

1#, howewer, the speculative incentive in mod-
ern commercial life were eliminated, and no man
coald become rich ‘or successful unless he gave
seyalue veceived” and rendered service for service,
then indesd @ profound change would have been
brought in eur whole commercial system, and it
would bLe 2 change which no henest man would
vegret.—Jdoin Moody, Wall Strest Publisher, and
Tpesident of Moody's Invesiors Service.

A SIMPLE REMEDY

An exemption from faxation of all im}irove—
ments on lands farmed by owner: would have a

- wholsseme fendeney to reduce land speculation—
Henry Allen, Governor of Fonses, 1918,

PITT UNDERSTOLD THE TRICK

To levy a divect tax of 7 per vent is a danger-
ous experiment in a fres country, and rmay ax-
cite revolt; but there is & methed by which you
can tax the last rag from the back and the last
bite from the mouth withoul causing s murmuz
against high taxes; and that iz o tax a great
many articles of daily use and necessity so indi-
rectly that the pecple will pay them and not
know it. Their grumbling then will be of hard
times, but they will not know that the hard times
are camsed by taxation.—William Pitt, in ths
British Parlioment.

A LAUDABLE AIM?

T.os Angeles City Coungil, congiderizg & pro-
posal to change ihe name of Childs Avsnue o
Grifith Park Boulsvard.

Councilman Mzllard: “Just a scheme o in-
erease real estate values!” ’

Councilman Allan: “Apd is not that & lawdabls
alm?” :

. LECTURES ON TAXATION
John Z. White, famous economic antherity, and
lecturer on taxation, will tour the Goast Btates
from Jannary to April. Arvrangements for mest
ings can be made through F. H. Monroe, 538 8.
Dearborn Htreet, Chicago, Ilinois.

NOTES n

The war that will end war will not be fought
with guns.—Celumbia Record. ‘

There is nothing the matter with the rising
generation afier it gets vp.——Toledo Bluds.

Lcoonomic forces pay no attention 1o poditical
claptrap and official mandates——C. F. Awenze.

. «The number of sauare peopis, nol thf; numhber
of square miles, niakes a couniyy great.”

About the only mark civilization leaves on some
people is a vacination 1ﬂa;[‘k.ﬂ—f"iél.(i tha (Fla.j
News. i

The savage tribes of Africa pay no ta
it is a2 mystery what malkes them savage
Britain Hevald,

In Jugo-Slavia, Congress is called skupshting,
which is nothing to what our Congress iz zome-
times called—Wichita Beacon.

Taxing monopoly values for govarmment Lsak
seems to me to he the most excallent policy.
Judge Ben. B. Lindsay, Denver.

Politicians who promise to save the f;%,§:311.é21’
always make the condition that the farmer s to
save them first——Skoe and Leather Keporier.

International finance is a faseinating thing. 1t
eonsists mainly in borrowing money to repay
money previously borrowed.—San Diego {inios.,

Australia is wanting millions of new s
The best way for her to get them ix to clo
immigration gates. Smugglers will do the
—Nashwville Baaner.

Our Government iz operafed on a system of
“checks and balances,” wherein the peovle put up
the checks and the specisl privileges get the bal
ances.—Columbia Hecord.
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LEGAL BOODLING
Are g(:»{,mmeni ngiH,iQ less efficient
than private business? If so, is it due to
sxecutive incapacify, or io ie;ﬂsiatwp g~
norance?
Pat 1t be .t*e.n"lembemd

3

tha}; every u,t m‘

seerv e aont
owned property. _;uzwmw thé
River Aqueduct through the San Imr-
nands valley, for instance, increased the
value of the lands in that valley from
thousands of dollars to millieng.  Fixing
the civie center of Lios Angeleg at the Fost
Oifice added millions of dollars €o the value
of the Iands in that meribund seetion.
Where such shifting values are a8 stake
the wonder should be, not that o low
(i&lq hetray their trust, but th
her keep fatth. The Iega! den: il
Lms Angeles 18 now ﬁng‘wsd in getting
possesgion of the lands in the civie centes
cye Cviticism has been m{niﬂ what g
conts have paid $209,000 for a iot, which
gwner 14 months before "oﬁiigh“i: Tor

‘pii-i G0t Many complaints of vhis ki
will be heard before ail the dand w
guired,

Whether or not the eity paid oo much
for the lot, it is guite evident that o gross
injustice has been done the owners of the
ind within the site, ag compared with the
awners of the lands arcand the site.

The ecity az n whole voted to place the
municipal buildings on that site, and it
voted honds, based on general taxation, to
pay for the land. immediately the sie
was Nxed, Iand values tock a great leap
upward. But although the lands north of
First Stirect (the southern boundry of the
civie center) rose as thev did south of
First Street, the city’s agents object to

paving the enhanced value conferved upon -

the Iand by the action of the city; and by
threat of condemmnation procesdings they
aften reach a compromise price,

Meanwhile, the owners of the lands sur-
rounding the civie center site are not sub-
ject to condemnation proceedings, and are

free io reap Lhe entire rige in value that
comes from the expenditure of covmunity
money in their neighborhood. By wha
fegerdemain oy constitntion- atrﬁtahm‘
this discrimination in property righis ac-
complishod ¥

The facts of the case are go plain that
there iz no excuse for going astray.  Ist,
The city and county of Los Angeles unite
to establish a civie center, in which the
public bulldings shall be grouned for con-
venience and beauty.,  2Znd. A site is
fixed by popular vote in the old center
of the town, from which business and
popiilation have drified southward. 3rd.
The choice of this old center fends to re-
store it to its former prosperity, and to
raise the wvalue of building sites in the
neighborhood. 4ih. The cost of the wnds
used for the civic cenier, and for the im-
provements put upen them, is to be borne
by the whele popuolation. &th. The own-
ers of land within the civie center district
are coimpelled to sell at the present values;
while the owners of land surreounding the
civic center are permitted to reap the
enormous gains that are to come from
these improvements,

If the constitutionsl gusranies of the
rightz of property and our moral concept
of private ownership mean anything this
whole enterprize should have been con-
ducted on 2 plan that would have calied
upon each citizen to contribate in propor-
tion to the benefits he derived from il
For want of a better means this could have
been accomplished onder the law that pro-
vides for the organization of improvemsnt
districts. These improvement disiriels.—
whether for drainage, irrigaiion, sireels,
houlevards, parks, or other public service,
pay for the work by 5 tax on the lands
benefitied, and in proportion, as near as
mayhe, 16 the benefits,

Had this plan been used in building the
civie center the cost of the land needed
eoutid have been raised by an assessment
on the surrounding lands that were bene-
fitted by the leeation of the improvement
iix that part of the city. And the citizens
in other parts of ihe city would have heen
spared the loss and humiliation of having
the government forcibly take monsy from
them io buv lands which were to envich
other citizeng, 4

Must it not be a strain upon moral
standards, hoth of citizens and officiats,
as long as public action vesults in pecuni-
ary gain fo some ecitizens at the expense of
other eitizens?




